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"^HE  directors  and  officers  of  East  Bay 
Water  Company  extend  Christmas 
Greeting  to  all  the  men  and  women  of 
-our  organization. 

Your  fine  spirit  of  loyalty  and  service  made 
possible  the  splendid  record  of  our  company 
for  this  last  year.  Operating  under  the  worst 
conditions  of  water  supply  in  the  history  of  the 
State  our  company  has  fulfilled  every  obliga- 
tion of  service,  supplying  every  consumer  to 
the  full  and  giving  service  to  all  new  con- 
sumers who  applied. 

Faced  with  a  record  low  rainfall  coupled 
with  a  rapid  increase  of  population  with  a  con- 
sequent increased  demand  for  service,  the 
promise  to  carry  the  community  through  with 
no  diminution  of  water  supply  has  been  carried 
out  to  the  full.  This  is  an  accomplishment 
second  to  none  in  California  and  is  largely  due 
to  the  courage  and  morale  of  our  organization. 

With  a  full  realization  of  the  value  of  your 
service  to  the  company  and  the  public,  assur- 
ance is  given  by  the  directors  and  officers  of 
this  company  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
safeguard  the  future  welfare  of  our  employees. 

Please  accept  the  thanks  and  hearty  Christ- 
mas Greetings  of  the  directors  and  officers  of 
East  Bay  Water  Company. 

Edwin  0.  Edgerton,  President. 


CORPORATION  YARD 
THE  HEART  OF  THE  BUSINESS 


THE  public  which  we  serve  little 
realize  the  magnitude  of  our  plant, 
the  necessity  for  constantly  adding 
new  equipment  in  anticipation  of  future 
growth  of  the  East  Bay  communities  and 
the  attention  to  minute  detail  required  in 
keeping  a  stream  of  pure  water  flowing 
through  mains  to  the  faucet  in  the  home. 

Our  consumers  can  see  reservoirs,  and 
pumping  plants,  and  they  know  that  pipe 
lines  carry  the  water,  but  the  great  amount 
of  modern  equipment  and  the  large  work- 
ing force  necessary  to  provide  a  continu- 
ous supply  of  water  are  hidden  from 
view,  consequently  the  importance  of  this 
equipment  and  of  the  many  employees  who 
operate  it,  is  not  impressed  upon  the 
public. 

Of  the  many  gigantic  units  of  our  water 
system,  one  of  the  most  important  is  the 
Corporation  Yard — the  Heart  of  the  Busi- 
ness— from  which  crews  go  forth  day  and 
night  to  perform  the  many  vital  duties  so 
essential  to  the  operation  of  a  successful 
water  company. 

The  Corporation  Yard  occupies  a  city 
block  bounded  by  Adeline,  Magnolia, 
Twenty-first  and  Twenty-second  streets  —  a 
total  of  128,000  square  feet  —  and  is  the 
point  of  concentration  for  the  maintenance, 
operation  and  construction  forces  of  our 
company. 

That  the  East  Bay  cities  are  growing 
rapidly  is  evidenced  by  the  great  amount 
of  new  equipment  necessary  in  order  to 
give  service  to  water  consumers.  In  1917, 
fifty  trucks  and  automobiles  were  neces- 
sary to  handle  maintenance,  operation  and 
construction  work;  today  our  company  has 
120  trucks  and  automobiles  in  service.  In 
1917  our  company  had  but  65,000  meters 
in  service,  while  today  the  company  has 
approximately  101,400  meters  in  the 
ground. 

This  tremendous  growth  has  made  neces- 
sary the  rearrangement  of  the  Corporation 


Yard  to  facilitate  the  flow  of  materials 
into  and  out  of  the  yard  and  to  expedite  the 
daily  dispatch  of  transportation  vehicles 
and  equipment. 

The  first  step  in  improving  the  yard  was 
the  construction  of  a  concrete  fireproof 
building  to  house  the  yard  offices,  vault, 
warehouse,  foremen's  quarters,  garage,  ma- 
chine shop  and  blacksmith  shop.  The  new 
building  was  planned,  constructed,  and  is 
operated  for  the  purpose  of  creating  the 
highest  efficiency  at  the  lowest  possible 
cost. 

Each  department  of  the  construction, 
maintenance  and  operating  section  of  the 
company  has  been  given  double  the  space 
it  formerly  occupied.  Demands  made  by 
the  growth  of  the  community  and  prepara- 
tions for  future  growth,  which  is  sure  to 
come,  made  necessary  the  increased  space 
for  each  of  the  departments. 

The  new  building  occupies  a  frontage 
of  300  feet  on  Adeline  street  and  is  64 
feet  deep.  Offices  of  L.  L.  Farrell,  super- 
intendent of  construction,  transmission 
and  distribution,  and  of  J.  S.  Stevens, 
yard  superintendent,  are  located  in  the 
central  portion  of  the  building.  Quarters 
are  also  provided  for  the  foremen  work- 
ing under  the  direction  of  both  Mr.  Farrell 
and  Mr.  Stevens. 

The  second  story  of  the  building  is 
given  over  to  the  stock  accounting  depart- 
ment which  is  under  the  direction  of 
Auditor  Sedgwick.  In  this  department  all 
records  concerning  the  great  volume  of  ma- 
terial used  in  new  construction  and  repairs 
are  kept  by  a  trained  force.  Modern  office 
equipment  is  used  in  this  work,  thereby 
guaranteeing  accurate  statistical  records 
for  the  use  of  executives  and  officers  of  the 
company. 

A  huge  concrete  vault,  thirty-two  by 
forty-four  feet  is  located  on  this  floor  also. 
In  this  vault  all  records  of  the  company 
extending    over    a    period    of    years,    are 
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stored  and  made  available  for  reference 
whenever  they  may  be  needed.  A  girls' 
rest  room  and  kitchenette  are  located  on 
this  floor  also. 

On  the  first  floor  of  the  building,  di- 
rectly behind  the  offices,  is  the  headquarters 
for  the  fifty  or  more  construction  and  other 
foremen.  This  room  is  fitted  with  lockers 
for  each  foreman  and  long  tables  where 
foremen  may  make  out  their  reports  at  the 
end  of  the  day.  Locker  space  permits  the 
storage  of  additional  clothing  to  be  used 
in  case  foremen  are  called  out  at  night 
in  an  emergency  to  repair  breaks  or  to 
take  care  of  other  emergencies  which  may 
arise. 

The  warehouse  occupies  the  north  end 
of  the  new  building.  This  warehouse  is  in 
charge  of  a  foreman  and  three  helpers, 
who  supervise  the  storage  and  distribution 
of  material.  The  warehouse  is  equipped 
with  5000  individual  bins  as  well  as  with 
storage  space  for  larger  equipment.  Visi- 
tors are  surprised  to  learn  that  6000  sepa- 
rate items  are  carried  in  stock  constantly. 
Each  item  is  indispensable  to  the  success- 
ful operation  of  a  thoroughly  modernly 
equipped  water  system  such  as  ours. 

Materials  and  equipment  coming  into 
the  yard  are  checked  by  the  warehouse 
crew  to  be  certain  that  the  company  is  re- 
ceiving the  exact  amount  and  quality  of 
material  ordered.  Items  and  equipment  are 
issued  to  the  working  force  and  to  other 
departments  only  on  requisition.  A  con- 
stant check  is  kept  on  the  amount  of  stock 
on  hand  so  that  re-orders  may  be  made 
with  the  assurance  that  necessary  supplies 
will  always  be  available. 

The  garage  is  located  in  the  south  end 
of  the  building,  next  to  the  offices.  This 
garage  is  in  charge  of  a  foreman  and 
twelve  men,  who  do  all  of  the  work  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  120  automobiles  and 
trucks  of  the  company  in  continuous  oper- 
ation. The  garage  is  one  of  the  best  equip- 
ped in  the  East  Bay  district.  No  outside 
work  is  necessary  as  equipment  is  avail- 
able for  repairing  of  trucks  and  automo- 
biles and  any  other  motor  apparatus. 

Located  next  to  the  garage  is  the  ma- 
chine shop  and  blacksmith  shop.  The  ma- 
chine shop  is  in  charge  of  a  foreman  who 
directs   the    work    of   twelve   men.     It    is 


equipped  with  the  most  modern  drills, 
lathes  and  grinders  available,  and  per- 
forms all  of  the  duties  necessary  to  the 
operation  of  the  water  system,  and  is  so 
well  equipped  and  efficient  as  to  eliminate 
the  necessity  of  having  work  done  in  out- 
side shops.  Equipment  includes  a  radial 
drill,  turret  lathe,  large  and  small  engine 
lathes,  shaper,  geometrical  grinder,  bolt 
machine,  small  drills  and  presses  and  a  gi- 
gantic pipe  cutting  and  threading  machine. 
The  pipe  cutting  and  threading  machine 
The  pipe  cutting  and  threading  machines 
are  of  the  most  modern  in  existence. 
With  them,  pipe  ranging  in  size  from  one- 
can  be  cut  and  threaded. 

One  section  of  the  machine  shop  is  oc- 
cupied by  the  blacksmith  shop  where  all 
tools  and  machinery  are  repaired.  Every 
character  of  work  which  is  ordinarily  done 
at  a  blacksmith  shop  is  successfully 
handled  by  the  organization  in  charge  of 
the  work  of  this  department. 

Washrooms,  dressing  rooms  and  lock- 
ers have  been  installed  in  the  garage  and 
machine  shops  where  employees  may  wash 
up  and  change  their  clothing  at  the  end  of 
the  day's  work. 

The  two-story  building  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  Corporation  Yard  offices  at  the 
corner  of  Twenty-second  and  Adeline 
streets,  has  been  remodeled  to  house  the 
offices  of  the  superintendent  of  construc- 
tion and  yard  mechanic,  meter  record 
room,  and  the  carpenter  shop,  meter  shop, 
and  the  paint  shop  and  to  provide  storage 
for  patterns.  The  carpenter  shop  has  twice 
its  former  space  and  is  now  operating  with 
a  force  of  ten  men.  In  this  department 
office  and  other  equipment,  necessary  to 
complete  operation,  is  built.  The  force  of 
carpenters  is  principally  engaged  in  con- 
structing buildings,  pumping  plants  and 
general  remodeling  work  wherever  neces- 
sary. 

The  meter  shop  has  been  moved  from 
the  second  floor  to  the  first  floor  and  has 
been  given  space  practically  twice  as  great 
as  it  formerly  occupied.  In  this  depart- 
ment meters  are  tested  and  repaired  by  a 
force  of  ten  men.  Every  new  meter  is  thor- 
oughly tested  before  it  is  sent  out,  to  be 
certain  that  it  records  correctly.  Meters 
which  have  been  in  use  for  some  time  are 
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taken  apart,  cleaned  and  thoroughly  re- 
paired. The  work  of  this  department  may 
be  better  realized  by  records  which  show 
that  7000  old  meters  are  tested  and  re- 
paired, if  necessary,  each  year,  and  10,000 
meters  are  tested  each  year  before  being 
put  into  service. 

The  paint  shop  has  been  given  twice  as 
much  space  as  it  formerly  occupied  in 
order  to  expedite  the  additional  amount 
of  work  which  has  been  placed  upon  the 
department  through  the  growth  in  the  num- 
ber of  new  buildings  erected  by  the  com- 
pany and  expansion  of  working  facilities. 

All  of  the  automobiles  and  trucks  owned 
and  operated  by  the  company  are  painted 
in  the  paint  shop.  In  addition,  all  build- 
ings, pump  houses  and  other  equipment 
are  painted  by  the  company's  own  force  of 
men. 

The  second  floor  of  the  building  will  be 
given  over  to  the  storage  of  patterns. 

A  smaller  building,  formerly  occupied 
by  the  garage  and  carpenter  shop,  located 
in  the  northern  section  of  the  yard,  will 
be  completely  repaired  and  refitted  into  a 
tool  shop.  Three  men  will  be  employed  in 
this  department  continuously  grinding 
tools.  Modern  machinery  of  all  kinds  will 
be  installed  in  the  enlarged  space  given 
to  the  tool  room.  The  second  story  of  the 
tool  building  will  be  converted  into  a  mod- 
ern rest  room  for  yard  employees. 

A  completely  equipped  oil  station  under 
the  charge  of  a  foreman  and  helper  is  pro- 
vided to  supply  trucks  and  motor  cars  op- 
erated by  the  company. 

The  entire  west  side  of  the  yard  on  Mag- 
nolia street  is  given  over  to  a  storage  shed 
in  which  all  manner  of  equipment  is  held 
for  use  when  needed.  A  spur  track  runs  the 
full  length  of  the  yard,  greatly  facilitating 
handling  of  pipe  and  other  heavy  materials. 

The  south  side  of  the  yard  on  Twenty- 
first  street  is  also  devoted  to  storage  rooms 
in  which  heavy  equipment  is  placed.  This 
heavy  equipment  includes  large  motors, 
pumps,  tractors,  trucking  and  tamping 
machines  and  portable  tool  houses. 

The  central  portion  of  the  yard  is  de- 
voted to  spaces  for  pipe  storage  and  an 
auto  parking  station  with  a  capacity  of 
95  cars.  The  parking  station  is  96  by 
105  feet     with     a     concrete     floor     and 


pillars,  and  roof  of  steel  and  sheet  iron. 

With  the  great  amount  of  new  construc- 
tion work  made  necessary  by  the  growth  of 
the  community,  it  is  inevitable  that  many 
trenches  must  be  opened  in  the  streets, 
therefore  a  great  deal  of  street  work  must 
be  done  by  the  company.  The  most  mod- 
ern equipment  available  for  repairing 
streets  has  been  obtained  in  order  to  expe- 
dite installation  of  mains.  One  of  the  new 
pieces  of  equipment  is  an  oil  tank  equip- 
ped with  means  of  retaining  heated  oil 
at  the  required  temperature  for  proper 
spreading.  Street  rollers  are  also  a  part  of 
the  equipment  used  in  repairing  streets 
after  new  mains  are  laid. 

A  definite  system  of  salvaging  pipe  and 
fittings,  replaced  by  larger  installations, 
has  been  worked  out.  Pipe  which  is  too 
small  to  accommodate  the  rapidly  growing 
community  is  removed  from  the  ground, 
cleaned  and  painted  and  made  ready  for 
future  use.  Some  of  the  pipe  is  found  to 
be  in  excellent  condition  after  having  been 
in  the  ground  some  years  and  is  as  good  as 
new  when  cleaned  and  painted.  Old  lead 
salvaged  from  various  construction  jobs 
is  melted  and  remolded  ready  for  use  when 
needed. 

Meters  which  have  been  in  service  for 
several  years  are  taken  out,  put  through  a 
sand  blast  process  and  when  thoroughly 
repaired  are  as  good  as  new.  This  system 
of  salvage  has  saved  the  company  thou- 
sands of  dollars  and  is  part  of  our  economi- 
cal system  of  operation  which  is  of  direct 
benefit  to  our  consumers.  Complete  sys- 
tems of  accounting  for  materials  insures 
that  all  equipment  and  materials  taken 
onto  a  job  will  be  used  or  returned  to  the 
warehouse. 

The  most  modern  sanitary  equipped 
wash  rooms  and  lavatories  have  been  in- 
stalled for  the  convenience  of  employees  at 
the  Corporation  Yard. 

The  Corporation  Yard  now  has  a  force 
of  104  people  and  is  one  of  the  most  thor- 
oughly and  economically  equipped  in  the 
country.  Representatives  of  other  water 
companies,  both  privately  owned  and  mu- 
nicipally owned,  when  visiting  our  Cor- 
poration Yard,  pronounce  it  one  of  the 
most  modern  and  most  efficient  they  have 
ever  seen. 
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TALES  OF  PROGRESS 


RESIDENTS  of  the  East  Bay  District 
are  proud  of  the  forward  strides  this 
section  has  made.  They  point  out 
that  huge  tracts  of  land  are  building  up 
every  day — that  population  is  fast  replac- 
ing desolation. 

Outward  signs  of  progress  are  evident  to 
all  of  our  many  consumers.  But  few  real- 
ize the  part  the  East  Bay  Water  Company 
plays  in  this  development.  It  is  the  task 
of  the  December  advertising  to  tell  the 
public  of  the  improvements  we  are  con- 
stantly making  in  our  distribution  system 
in  order  to  keep  apace  with  the  progress 
of  this  district. 

The  millions  of  dollars  that  have  been 
invested  in  sound  pipes  is  one  of  the  sub- 
jects discussed.  Few  people  realize  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  pipe  which  now 
conveys  water  to  millions  of  homes  is  rela- 
tively new.  It  should  continue  to  serve 
satisfactorily  for  many  years. 

Plans  for  additional  new  pipe  lines  are 
now  being  carried  out.  The  sum  of 
$1,700,000  has  been  appropriated  for  ex- 
tensions. The  pipe  to  be  purchased  with 
this  amount  would  extend  from  Richmond 
to  Alvarado  six  times. 

Later  advertising  will  go  even  further 
in  explaining  the  activity  of  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company  in  forwarding  community 
progress.  Since  construction  work  is  de- 
pendent upon  water,  long  before  houses 
spring  up  in  a  district,  this  company  is 
active.  Crews  of  men  are  hard  at  work 
excavating,  preparatory  to  the  laying  of 
mains.  New  pipes  are  piled  along  the 
streets,  soon  to  be  installed.  After  our 
work  is  completed,  the  way  is  open  for 
others  to  begin. 

Not  only  in  extending  its  mains  does 
the  East  Bay  Water  Company  play  its 
part,  however.  Other  units  of  the  system 
are  constantly  being  developed  and  im- 
proved. 

One  advertisement,  for  instance,  fea- 
tures the  Corporation  Yard  in  this  con- 
nection. Under  the  title,  "Nine  Businesses 
in  One,"  it  goes  ahead  to  explain  about 
this  single  link  in  our  system. 

One  hundred  and  four  people  man  the 
Corporation  Yard.    In  the  garage,  twelve 


men  and  a  foreman  are  employed  to  care 
for  120  autos  and  trucks.  The  meter  re- 
pair shop  has  a  big  business  in  caring 
for  101,400  meters,  while  a  material  con- 
tractor would  do  well  with  a  stock  equal 
to  the  equipment  in  the  5,000  bins,  large 
storage  shed  and  thousands  of  feet  of  out- 
side space. 


1700000 

ofor  Extensions 

NINETY-FIVE  MILES  of  new  pipe— enough  to 
reach  from  Richmond  to  Alvarado  and  back,  three 
times — is  now  being  installed  by  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company  to  enlarge  and  extend  its  service  system 
throughout  the  cities  it  serves.  The  pipe,  labor  and 
other  essentials  connected  with  laying  these  exten- 
sions will  cost  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Thus  does  this  institution  make  provision 
for  one  part  of  the  tremendous  job  of  supplying  the 
East  Bay  Cities  with  the  water  service  they  need. 
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There  is  a  machine  shop  and  black- 
smith shop — both  sizeable  businesses.  And 
the  paint  department  is  kept  on  the  job 
every  minute  of  the  time.  The  oil  station, 
tool  shop  and  salvage  department  com- 
plete the  Corporation  Yard,  which  is  one 
of  the  busiest  units  in  the  whole  system. 

The  East  Bay  Water  Company  is  making 
every  provision  for  the  future.  Through 
these  "Tales  of  Progress"  it  hopes  to  tell 
the  public,  step  by  step,  of  its  work. 
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REFLECTIONS 

CHRISTMAS  is  a  holiday  set  apart  to 
commemorate  the  advent  of  the  Sav- 
iour. At  this  season  we  sometimes 
wonder  just  how  closely  our  modern  ob- 
servance of  this  day  approaches  the  ideals 
exemplified  for  it  on  that  first  wonderful 
day.  Does  Christmas  mean  as  much  now 
as  it  did  then? 

Have  we  the  spirit  of  Christmas  in  our 
hearts  or  does  our  happiness  depend  upon 
material  prosperity?  Is  our  modern  Christ- 
mas day  as  impressive  as  it  used  to  be? 
It  is  only  in  sincere  reflection  that  we  are 
enabled  to  obtain  the  most  good  from  the 
holiday  season. 

If  we  find  Christmas  less  inspiring  today 
it  is  because  of  something  lacking  within 
ourselves.  Unselfishness  and  self-sacrifice 
generally  add  to  the  inspiration  attached  to 
its  observance.     Many  of  us  might  benefit 


by  practicing  these  virtues  more  consist- 
ently during  this  Christmas  season.  We 
must  remember  that  there  are  many  in  our 
community  whose  enjoyment  of  Christmas 
could  be  greatly  amplified  by  those  who 
are  more  fortunate.  We  know  that  the  real 
spirit  of  Christmas  is  still  present  in  the 
hearts  of  most  of  us  and  it  is  a  fine  thing 
that  once  a  year  at  least,  we  take  the  oppor- 
tunity to  express  ourselves  as  a  nation,  in 
unison,  and  try  to  exemplify  the  precepts 
of  the  one  whose  birthday  we  celebrate. 
We  wish  you  all  a  very  Merry  Christmas. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  CHRISTMAS 

May  it  abide  in  your  heart  and  bring  you 
happiness  and  contentment. 

May  you  during  this  wonderful  season 
and  throughout  the  coming  year  try  to 
think  the  world  is  good  and  by  your  very 
thinking  make  it  so. 

May  the  love  of  simple  pleasures  make 
you  feel  the  joys  of  brotherhood. 

May  you  have  more  sympathy  and  love 
and  when  you  are  seeking  what  life  has  in 
store,  may  you  find  more  gladness,  beauty 
and  helpfulness. 

If  you  seek  good — good  you  shall  find. 


LOOK  TO  THIS  DAY 

For  it  is  Life.  In  its  brief  course  lie  all 
the  varieties  and  realities  of  your  existence. 
The  Bliss  of  Growth,  the  Glory  of  Action, 
the  Splendor  of  Beauty.  For  yesterday  is 
already  a  dream  and  tomorrow  a  vision. 

But  today,  well  lived,  makes  every  yes- 
terday a  dream  of  happiness  and  every  to- 
morrow a  vision  of  Hope. 

Look  well,  therefore,  to  this  Day. 

Such  is  the  Salutation  of  the  Dawn. 

— From  the  Sanskrit. 


LIVE  WHILE  YOU  LIVE  —  SMILE  AWHILE 

Things  a-lookin'  sorta  blue? 

— better  grin! 
Do  not  stretch  your  face  so  long 

— makes  it  thin! 
Pull  your  chin  up  half  a  mile — 
Square  your  shoulders, 

Crack  a  smile! 
You  will  find  it  worth  your  while, 

So  begin! 
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"BUBBLES"  from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA- RICHMOND 
CORPORATION   YARD 


GENERAL  OFFICES— A  number  of 
the  members  of  the  Engineering  De- 
partment motored  to  Sacramento 
on  October  23  to  attend  the  annual  con- 
vention of  the  California  section  of  the 
American  Water  Works  Association.  Many 
interesting  and  instructive  lectures  were 
given  at  the  meeting. 
On  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 25,  the  members 
enjoyed  an  automo- 
bile trip  to  the  Sac- 
ramento filter  plant, 
with  a  basket  lunch 
at  the  plant,  as  the 
guests  of  the  City  of 
Sacramento. 

May  Mc  Murray 
has  been  doing  con- 
siderable typing  for 
our  Chief  Hydrog- 
rapher,  Mr.  Mar- 
Have.   She  says  it  is  j  p  FlEBERLING 

not  a  bit  interesting.  Correspondent 

Has  anybody  here  found  Shorty  Hunt- 
er's hat?  He  says  he  positively  did  not 
lose  it  at  the  Hotel  Senator,  so  we  will 
have  to  take  his  word  for  it. 

What  is  the  attraction  at  Auburn  for 
a  number  of  our  men  both  at  the  yard  and 
the  main  office? 

John  G.  Reynolds,  patrolman  on  the  San 
Leandro  watershed,  was  recently  married. 
Congratulations. 

Frances  Kerns  is  not  eating  candy  at 
present,  as  she  believes  it  is  making  her 
too  portly.     Please  send  her  fruit. 

Paul  Daniels  recently  had  a  birthday 
party,  but  refused  to  tell  how  old  he  really 
is.  We  all  know  his  motto  for  keeping 
young — Never,  never  worry  about  nuthin'. 
Let  the  other  fellow  do  it. 

On  Saturday,  November  15,  the  Good 
Cheer  Club  staged  their  annual  dance  in 
the  main  building  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing funds  to  continue  the  good  work  which 
they  have  been  accomplishing  for  the  past 
six  years.    Ruby  Brandt  is  chairman  of  the 


club  for  the  year  1925.  Through  the  in- 
terest and  co-operation  of  all  employees, 
as  well  as  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
company,  the  Christmas  party  was  a  finan- 
cial success.  Frances  Kerns  sold  200  ad- 
mission tickets  and  Paul  Simney  119. 

The  money  realized  in  this  way  each 
year  is  used  by  the  Good  Cheer  Club  to 
obtain  shoes  and  clothing  for  children 
where  the  lack  of  such  things  might  neces- 
sitate their  remaining  away  from  school. 
It  is  also  used  to  relieve  distress  in  many 
homes  where  Christmas  cheer  might  be 
lacking  this  year.  The  scope  of  the  work 
is  constantly  broadening  and  to  those  who 
so  generously  contributed  of  their  time 
and  money  to  make  this  year's  work  more 
successful,  we  are  indebted.  Grace  Blake 
was  chairman  of  the  Club  during  the  past 
year  and  had  a  most  successful  adminis- 
tration. We  owe  it  to  Miss  Brandt  to 
lighten  her  work  as  much  as  possible  and 
to  do  the  things  willingly  that  are  asked 
of  us  during  the  holiday  season  and  during 
the  year  1925. 

To  Mrs.  George  Logan  we  extend  our 
thanks  for  an  embroidered  pair  of  pillow 
cases,  also  for  a  string  of  beads  from  Mrs. 
F.  Cressy  and  turkeys  from  Messrs.  Wil- 
helm  and  Thatcher.  We  want  also  to 
thank  the  girls  who  made  the  wonderful 
home-made  cakes  and  candy.  The  Simney 
orchestra  rendered  excellent  music  and  all 
those  present  had  a  good  time. 

The  sympathy  of  all  employees  of  the 
Company  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Gibson  in  the 
recent  loss  of  her  mother. 

On  December  1  Messrs.  Crafts  and  Sedg- 
wick celebrated  their  birthday!  ! 

George  Hawley  is  with  us  again  after 
enjoying  a  nice  rest  at  the  Alta  Bates  Hos- 
pital. George  managed  to  see  the  big 
game  even  if  it  was  an  effort. 

The  Misses  Harris  and  Erskine  are  doing 
some  typing  for  Mr.  Marliave. 

Ethel  Aronson  and  Virginia  Clark  have 
been  transferred  to  the  yard  and  it  seems 
lonesome  around  the  main  office. 
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Oakland  Business  Office  —  Drinky 
stepped  in  with  a  mysterious  looking  pack- 
age and  quietly  handed  it  to  Polly.  Candy 
— methinks — maybe. 

Blossom  Taber  was  unable  to  speak 
much  above  a  whisper  the  other  day.  She 
blamed  it  on  the  Big  Game,  but  we  wonder 
if  it's  warm  enough  on  the  front  porch. 

Martin  Blote,  as  usual,  spent  his  Thanks- 
giving on  the  ranch,  near  Auburn.  He  re- 
ports that  the  Sierras  are  topped  with  snow 
but  that  rain  is  badly  needed  in  the  low- 
lands. 

AN  ODE  TO  ABE 

Old  King  SOLOMON  of  Oakland  TOWNE 

Is  a  man  that  don't  like  to  DRINKWATER, 

And,  for  great  JOY  he  is  renowned, 

But  lacks  a  wife,  AND-ER-SON  and  a  daughter. 

His  voice  is  like  the  BRAY  of  an  ass, 

Whenever  he  gets  very  REILLEY — 

Oh!  we  all  DODGE  his  tongue, 

But  admire  his  PRETTI  face  highly. 

YOUNG   "LE   COUNT"   BLAIS   of  his   treasury 

gang 
Some  BURBANK  potatoes  did  feed  him, 
And  now  he's  content  and  happy  and  gay — 
At  least,  until  someone  does  peeve  him. 

Bob  Elliott  was  the  lucky  man  this  year. 
He  won  the  pot  for  guessing  the  nearest 
to  the  score  on  the  Big  Game.  Now  he  has 
some  extra  pin  money  for  Christmas. 

Adelaide  Mellis  is  back  at  her  desk  after 
quite  a  spell  of  sickness,  and  states  that 
she  is  feeling  much  better.  It  is  hoped  that 
she  will  continue  to  improve  and  become 
as  husky  as  "Bobby"  Dolan. 

Some  of  the  employees  seem  much  hap- 
pier than  others.  The  reason, — they  are 
the  ones  who  started  Christmas  savings 
accounts  about  this  time  last  year. 

Arvilla  Daniels  was  doubly  unfortunate 
regarding  the  Big  Game.  She  possessed  a 
ticket  but  became  so  violently  ill  when  she 
reached  the  field  that  she  was  compelled 
to  return  home.  Her  plight  is  best  ex- 
pressed in  the  words  of  the  old  Roman 
poet,  "Pro  bunko  damit."  Better  luck  next 
time,  Arvilla. 

Violet  Lyons  and  Katherine  Schuster 
should  be  elected  honorary  members  of  the 
"Greeters  Club."  They  always  receive  the 
consumers  in  a  pleasant  and  happy  way, 
and  painlessly  extract  the  monthly  stipend 
without  much  struggle.  They  are  both 
conscientious,  industrious  girls  and  always 
endeavor  to  give  efficient  service.  Admiral 
Dewey   is   the   chairman   of   the   reception 


committee.  She  gets  them  before  Miss 
Lyons  and  Miss  Schuster  and  prepares 
them  for  the  separation.  Helen  officiates 
at  the  bill  counter  and  always  passes  them 
along  smilingly. 

Anna  Machado  is  another  standby.  She 
is  a  pinch  hitter  and  can  be  relied  upon  to 
step  into  the  breach,  whenever  it  may  oc- 
cur, and  relieve  the  congestion.  Ann's 
method  is  the  one  that  spells  success  in 
life.     Always  on  the  job. 

Little  Mary  Brown, 

Quiet  as  a  mouse, 

Does  her  work  so  very  well 

No  one  knows  she's  in  the  house. 

William  Dutton  is  quite  a  performer 
these  days.  He  has  two  drums  (not  the 
kind  you  beat  but  the  kind  you  turn)  to 
play  with.  It  makes  him  dizzy  when  they 
go,  but  he  is  a  good  balancer  and  keeps 
himself  on  the  level  in  spite  of  his  handi- 
cap. 

Clara  Faneuf  was  confined  to  her  home 
for  several  days  with  a  severe  cold.  She 
must  have  had  some  of  Dr.  Drinkwater's 
favorite  prescription,  for  her  recovery  was 
fast  and  permanent  and  she's  at  work  again 
better  than  ever. 

Central  Billing  Bureau — Said  Miss 
Cooper  to  Miss  Forkey  as  Miss  Wellman 
tripped  lightly  by,  "Can  you  feature  such 
a  wabble  bright  and  gay?" 

Said  Miss  Forkey  to  Miss  Cooper,  "Yes, 
you  bet  you.  Side  slant  closely.  Here 
comes  Nellie  right  this  way.  Watch  her 
swaying  but  not  jaying,  covering  ground 
with  ease  and  poise.  Light,  fantastic,  yet 
not  dancing,  patting  softly  as  she  goes. 

"In  a  hurry,  but  no  flurry  guides  her 
twinkling,  dangling  toes. 

"Now  you  see  her  in  the  distance, 

"Then  beside  you — and  there  she  goes. 

"All  so  quiet,  so  calm,  so  gentle,  softly, 
quietly,  without  noise." 

Said  Miss  Wellman  to  Miss  Dunstan, 
"In  the  bill  room  did  you  say?  Where 
is  that  place?  Never  heard  it.  Have  I 
been  there,  yet  not  known?" 

Said  Miss  Dunstan  to  Miss  Wellman, 
"Sure,  of  course,  I  saw  you  there,  working, 
punching  metal  plates." 

"Oh!  Miss  Dunstan,  is  that  the  bill 
room?  Hold!  Ye  gods  of  Caesar's  ghost! 
Hear  the  pounding  and  the  j ambling,  ham- 
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mering,  pumping,  shuffling  cards.  Such 
a  grating,  groaning,  buzzing,  creaking, 
mourning  tune.  Hear  me  now  for  I  shall 
say  so.  What  you  name  it,  it  cannot  be. 
To  my  sound  and  better  judgment,  here- 
tofore and  ever  after,  call  that  place  the 
Engine  room." 

Said  Miss  Mundell  to  Miss  Kelly,  "Did 
you  hear  what  Marion  said?  Spoke  right 
up  without  a  stutter,  bold  and  loud  and 
unafraid.  Hold  your  ears  while  I  repeat 
it.  Not  a  sound  to  filter  through.  If  you 
hear  the  faintest  whisper,  swear  the  secret 
you  will  keep.  Keep  it  long  till  death  de- 
parts. Then  your  spirit  without  end. 
From  the  ghosts  pray  keep  your  distance, 
and  this  secret  sure  defend.  Here  it  is,  Oh 
dearest  reader.  Forgive  frank  and  hateful 
tales.  For  Marion  Schwartz  one  day  when 
not  thinking — Oh,  that  day  ere  long  forget 
— said  she  liked  Chabot  Dam  Site  better 
than  the  Upper  Dam  Project!" 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  Hazel  Forkey 
is  recuperating  at  the  hospital  after  an 
operation  and  will  be  with  us  again  in  the 
near  future.  Ruby  Brandt  is  handling  the 
work    efficiently    during    Hazel's    absence. 

Christmas  is  rolling  on  and  all  the  girls 
are  getting  into  the  spirit  of  the  season 
with  the  activities  of  the  Good  Cheer  Club 
and  the  plans  for  Christmas.  Marion 
Schwartz  and  Hazel  Mundell  now  hold  the 
record,  having  turned  in  3,300  bills  on 
November  12,  representing  46,000  figures 
for  the  day's  work.  Lucile  Small  has  been 
kept  so  busy  on  the  comptometer  that  we 
have  to  keep  a  fire  extinguisher  handy  in 
case  her  machine  should  begin  to  burn. 

Nell  Voigt  and  Mrs.  Homer  recently 
visited  Anna  Davis,  a  former  employee  of 
the  Company.     They  had  a  pleasant  trip. 

The  sympathy  of  all  employees  of  the 
Company  is  extended  to  Miss  Cooper  in 
the  recent  loss  of  her  father. 

Oakland  Service  Department  —  Ray 
O'Connor  says: 

Hurrah!  Doc  Barry's  got  a  girl  and  it 
seems  that  Doc  has  fallen  hard.  Doc  goes 
a-courting  three  'en  four  times  a  week. 
The  only  drawback  is  that  she  lives  away 
out  in  the  sticks.  East  of  East  Oakland. 
The  boys  of  this  department  are  going  to 
present  Doc  with  a  bicycle  for  Christmas. 

Our  Brownell  friend  seems  to  be  doing 
a   lot   of  worrying   for   him.     He   says   he 


don't  know  what  to  get  her  for  Christmas. 
Brownie  says  she  told  him  there  would  be 
no  presents  this  year,  but  he  says  he 
knows  that's  not  true  and  that's  why  he  is 
worrying. 

The  Joaquin  Miller  Heights  Improve- 
ment Club,  of  which  Cressy  is  the  whole 
cheese,  is  going  to  have  a  Christmas  tree 
party  for  the  homeless  kids  up  that  way. 
Cressy  is  going  to  play  the  part  of  Santa 
Claus.  Frank  says  thirty  years  ago  you 
could  fool  the  kids  with  a  Santa  Claus  but 
just  try  and  do  it  now. 

If  you  really  want  to  hear  from  a  good 
radio  fan,  call  on  Kitchen.  Fred  says  he 
has  heard  from  all  points  of  interest.  He 
says  that  so  far  the  best  station  he  has 
heard  has  been  &'(*0.  The  neighbors  told 
him  they  don't  like  midnight  concerts  with 
a  loud  speaker.  Will  someone  kindly  tell 
Fred  why. 

If  you  are  looking  for  sympathy  Whit- 
aker  is  the  boy  to  see.  A  consumer  was 
telling  John  about  a  break  in  a  pipe  line 
in  his  basement  that  had  drowned  a  batch 
of  chickens.  When  the  consumer  got  all 
through — Yes,  that's  too  bad  all  right,  but 
you  should  have  kept  ducks! 

Someone  gave  Pretti  an  imported  hunt- 
ing suit.  (Look  at  it!)  Frank  would  like 
to  know  how  the  heck  they  expect  him  to 
wear  a  suit  of  this  kind  and  at  the  same 
time  get  in  a  little  shooting. 
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THE  day  after  Thanksgiving  the  boys 
all  felt  rather  low  and  loggy,  but 
everything  is  now  moving  around  the 
Yard  the  same  as  usual.  The  holiday  spirit 
is  much  in  evidence  and  cheery  hails  and 
smiles  go  the  round  every  morning  and 
evening. 

Things  that  we  are 
lhankful  for: 

L.L. Farrell:  That 
Mickey  has  now  an 
office  of  his  own  and 
keeps  out  of  the 
front  office. 

J.S.Stevens:  That 
his  cold  is  better, 
and  he  can  now  re- 
sume his  evening 
strolls. 

Marilla  Williams: 
For  the  delightful 
information  received 
from  a  gentleman 


R.  Lange 

Correspondent 


who  is  supposed  to  read  your  palm. 

Esther  Swan:  That  the  stock  of  writing 
material  has  not  been  very  much  depleted 
during  her  absence  and  that  Uncle  Sam  is 
still  delivering  mail  in  Kentucky. 

Genevieve  Agers:  That  Miss  Williams' 
informant  told  her  that  a  delightful  young 
business  chap  is  soon  to  come  to  California 
from  the  east. 

Margaretta  Lindsay:  This  young  lady 
is  a  newcomer,  but  we  are  sure  that  she  is 
thankful  that  she  has  such  a  congenial 
crowd  to  work  with. 

Grace  Pillotti:  For  many  things,  espe- 
cially the  December  issue  of  Bubbles. 

Verda  McMeekin:  That  this  issue  was 
written  on  her  typewriter  and  therefore  she 
will  be  free  from  publicity. 

Paddy  Horan:  That  the  boys  still  buy 
cigarettes  and  pass  them  around. 

Ben  Carroll:  That  there  were  no  serious 
breaks  on  Thanksgiving  day. 

Leo  Farrell:  That  the  price  of  grapes 
did  not  go  out  of  sight  this  year. 

Art  Perry:  That  his  teeth  don't  bother 
him  any  more  (he  hasn't  any) . 

(Henery)  Hank  Gutte:  That  the  Com- 
pany does  not  use  pipe  larger  than  3714", 
because  if  they  did  it  would  take  a  ten-ton 
truck  to  move  the  welders'  dolly. 


Carl  For  gey:  That  Nick  Solari's  gang 
has  moved  from  Merriewood. 

Andy  Gawley:  That  the  Prince  of  Wales 
has  returned  to  England  so  that  he  (Andy) 
can  take  his  proper  place  in  society  again 
and  come  out  in  the  limelight. 

Willie  Wilkins:  For  the  refining  effect 
his  companions  have  upon  him  in  his  new 
quarters. 

Bill  Froment:  That  the  good  ship 
"Sneeze"  has  not  yet  been  grabbed  for  a 
rum-runner.  The  "Sneeze"  can't  run ;  lucky 
it  floats. 

Paddy  Shally:  That  he  now  has  a  time- 
keeper to  fill  out  his  time  sheets  and  make 
up  his  orders. 

In  the  last  issue  we  told  you  of  the  cute 
little  thing  that  adorned  Andrew's  upper 
lip.  Due  to  a  tonsorial  operation  it  was 
dissected  one  morning  and  after  coming 
to  work  for  a  few  days  with  half  of  it 
showing,  it  has  finally  disappeared. 

Paddy  Horan  sent  Gutte  after  a  welder's 
push-cart  for  the  job  on  Fruitvale  Avenue 
and  Elmwood.  Fifteen  minutes  later  Hank 
pulls  up  at  the  job  towing  a  thirty-inch 
pipe  dolly  with  wheels  six  feet  in  diameter. 
When  asked  where  he  expected  to  put  the 
tanks  he  replied  that  they  could  be  slung 
with  rope  from  the  cross  member. 

Dick  Reilley  had  an  Armstrong  starter 
put  on  his  Ford.  The  next  day  he  came 
limping  into  the  office.  When  asked  what 
the  matter  was  he  tried  to  tell  the  boys 
that  he  had  a  toothache.   Come  again,  Dick. 

Some  of  the  boys  went  to  Tony  Muzio's 
place  recently  after  eating  the  best  dinner 
in  town.  Jack  Zimmerman  and  Leo  Farrell 
are  going  out  again  soon. 

Ray  Lange  claims  that  parking  his  car 
outside  the  office  is  making  it  all  rusty. 
We  wonder  if  the  moist  night  air  might 
have  a  bad  effect  on  it. 

The  question  of  how  to  cook  a  turkey 
arose  in  the  meter  shop  the  other  day. 
Schley  claimed  that  he  could  cook  the  bird 
and  make  a  wonderful  dressing,  but  upon 
being  asked  how  he  basted  it,  he  replied, 
"Why,  with  white  thread,  of  course,  just 
as  my  mother  and  grandmother  did."  We 
now  know  how  to  baste  correctly. 

Hal  Dow  gave  a  party  to  several  of  his 
friends  at  Ben  Gerlach's  Castle. 
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Frank  Andrino  and  Tom  Hunter  cannot 
understand  why  Ray  and  Mickey  are  so 
enthused  over  the  Berkeley  Street  Depart- 
ment, but  then,  you  see,  they  have  only 
met  one  member  of  the  department. 

Why  does  marriage  so  change  a  man? 
Bill  Schlenker  used  to  be  the  first  man 
on  the  job.     Now  he  is  the  last. 

Vince  Pillotti  paid  the  pounclmaster  $5 
for  a  thoroughbred  mongrel  which  he  fully 
expected    would    make    a    fine    watch-dog. 

W.  F.  McLaughlin  has  joined  our  forces 
and  is  now  taking  inventory. 

We  are  wondering  why  Marilla  has  her 
hair  marcelled  so  often.  Whatever  you  do, 
don't  go  to  a  fortune  teller. 

Bill  Froment,  the  versatile  captain  of 
the  "Sneeze,"  invited  Beem  out  for  a  cruise 
last  Sunday.  While  going  across  the  estu- 
ary he  had  trouble  and  the  ship  refused 
to  move.  After  many  futile  attempts  at 
fixing  the  damage,  the  engine  was  repaired 
and  they  came  plowing  into  port  under  her 
own  power.  Beem  asserts  that  this  will  be 
the  last  time  he  will  leave  terra  firma  for 
the  life  on  the  ocean  wave. 

The  concensus  of  opinion  among  the 
foremen  on  the  subject  of  how  a  time- 
keeper originated  seems  to  be  as  follows: 
A  long  time  ago,  probably  in  the.  medieval 


ages,  a  foreman  thought  that  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  if  he  had  a  flunky  to  do  the 
clerical  work  around  the  jobs.  This 
thought  grew  until  one  day  he  took  one  of 
the  laborers  out  of  the  ditch  and  knocked 
his  brains  out  with  a  pick-handle,  and  lo 
and  behold!  we  have  the  first  timekeeper. 
We  have  called  the  timekeepers  by  vari- 
ous and  sundry  names  at  times,  but  not 
until  now  have  we  had  one  whom  we  could 
call  a  poet,  as  witnesseth  the  following 
doggerel : 

It's  great  to  be  an  editor, 
To  sit  up  late  at  night 

And  scratch  your  wool 

And  throw  the  bull, 
And  write,  and  Write  and  Write. 

It's  easy  enough  to  be  pleasant 
With  a  lass  and  a  glass  and  a  song, 

But  the  man  worth  while 

Is  the  guy  who  can  smile 
When  he's  got  his  wifey  along. 

OUR  GIRLS 

Blessings  on  thee,  little  dame, 
Bare-back  girl  with  knees  the  same, 
With  your  roll-down  silken  hose 
And  your  short  transparent  clothes, 
Hair  bobbed  short  and  King  Tut  shoes, 
Vanity  case  with  a  bottle  for  booze, 
With  your  red  lips,  redder  more, 
Smeared  with  lipstick  from  the  store, 
From  my  heart  I  give  thee  joy, 
And  thank  the  Lord  I  was  born  a  boy. 
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Messrs.  Gerlach  and  De  Mello  are  privi- 
leged characters  at  the  Key  Route  Restau- 
rant. They  lunch  each  day  in  one  of  the 
private  booths. 

Now  that  there  have  been  no  parties 
around  here  lately,  we  have  no  casualty 
list  to  report  this  month. 

George  Hunter  to  Paul  Daniels:  I  saw 
ye  at  the  bank  yesterday.     Paul:     Aye. 

George:  Did  you  put  in  some  money? 
Paul:    Nae. 

George:    Take  some  oot?     Paul:    Nae. 

George:    Borrit  some?     Paul:    Nae. 

George:  Then  what  did  you  do?  Paul: 
I  filled  my  fountain  pen. 

We  want  to  commend  our  Berkeley  boys. 
They  must  be  getting  to  be  better  drivers. 
Not  an  accident  to  report  in  six  months. 

Dick  Reilley  says  the  next  time  he  pur- 
chases a  suit  he  is  going  down  to  the  sheet 
metal  works  and  have  one  made  to  order. 

Jack  Griffin  claims  that  Andy  Gawley 
deserves  no  credit  for  being  the  best 
dressed  man  in  the  Yard,  since  he  has  not 
as  yet  returned  the  shirt  and  socks  and 
safety  razor  he  borrowed  from  Jack. 

Art  Perry,  our  genial  Richmond  time- 
keeper, has  had  an  offer  of  a  position  along 
the  same  lines  in  East  Oakland.  Art  says 
the  Richmond  job  still  appeals. 

Joey  Green  is  evidently  trying  to  lead 
his  little  Australian  playmate  astray.  Why! 
Joey!    We're  surprised. 

When  is  a  timekeeper  not  a  book- 
keeper?    When  he's  a  bookkeeper. 

Mickey  HIMSELF  O'Brien  says  his  of- 
fice is  complete  excepting  one  thing.  He 
would  like  one  (1)  flapper  table  added  to 
his  equipment. 

Frank  says  he  is  a  regular  Public  Util- 
ity. Do  a  little  something  for  everybody 
and  not  much  of  anything  for  anybody. 

Paul  Magerstadt  remarked  out  loud  the 
other  day  that  anybody  who  would  drive  a 
Franklin  car  had  a  depraved  mind.  Paul, 
however,  came  to  this  conclusion  only  re- 
cently. 

At  a  recent  party  at  Tony  Muzio's,  Jack 
Zimmerman  mistook  Joey  Green  for  the 
little  girl  he  brought  with  him  and  swore 
unswerving  fidelity. 

Tony  Muzio  ha  invitato  tanti  suoi  col- 
legia di  lavoro  della  compagnia  dell' 
acqua,  per  avere  un  gran  divertimento, 
possiamo  dire  che  su  la  mezza  cera  ogni 


sorte  di  pitanza,  ma  della  bevanda  cenera  a 
barile. 

Di  fronte  dalla  casa  di  B.  Pedro  abita 
una  bellissima  ragazza  il  Pedro  innamor- 
ato  di  Lei,  si  cresceva  il  mustaccio  per  ess- 
ere  piu  attreante,  ma  la  moglie  estata  in- 
formata  e  cosi  a  venuta  gelosissima  del 
marito,  il  povero  B.  Pedro  ha  davuto 
levarsi  il  mustaccio  per  non  sentire  chia- 
cchiere  in  famiglia. 

"Bugiardo"  Solari  lavorava  a  Merrie- 
wood  e  poverino  era  venuto  stango  e  scora- 
giato,  adesso  ha  due  giorni  che  ha  finito 
di  lavorare  in  quel  posto,  e  lavora  in 
Temescal  lui  e  molto  contento  adesso 
perche  ha  trovato  tanti  suoi  amici  italiani 
e  quando  cia  sete  puo  bere  del  vino  e  nella 
mattina  puo  farsi  un  cicchetto. 

Conte  "Pretti"  si  trova  grave  ammalato 
con  un  forte  raffreddore,  poverino!  ha 
perduto  la  voce  ed  e  inabile  di  parlare. 
Ieri  avuto  lordine  di  chiudere  l'acqua  in 
una  casa  e  lui  non  potento  parlare  cia 
dovuto  far  gesti  con  la  mano  per  chiu- 
derci  l'acqua. 

Pagmastro  Tevis  Crofts  e  il  piu  fortu- 
nato  di  tutti  gli  Areci  che  lavorano  nella 
compagnia  dell'acqua  per  acquistare 
licuore  nei  giorni  festivi,  lui  sa  parlare 
bene  l'italiano  e  cosi  tutti  ci  danno  la 
bottiglina. 

Franco  Lorenzo  O'Brien  descidera  e 
spera  il  sospirato  giorno  essere  presidente 
della  compagnia  dell'acqua. 

Ray  Lange  e  prossimo  a  sposarsi — rag- 
azzi  preparati  tutti  il  regalo  per  "Balordo." 

Perche  il  Caporale  Leo  Farrell  e  lieto 
di  lavorare  nella  grande  citta  di  Elmhurst? 

Noi  tutti  siamo  stati  invitati  nei  sposa- 
lizii  italiani  e  ci  siamo  divertiti  immenza- 
mente,  adesso  aspettiamo  inviti  di  battezzi, 
ma  questi  abbasciatore  non  .l'abbiamo  an- 
com  visti.  Come  mai  vogliamo  sapere  il 
perche? 

Franco  Lorenzo  O'Brien  studia  la  lingua 
italiano  e  sempra  che  fa  progressi  tanti  e 
tanti  l'banno  visti  andare  in  casa  del  sop- 
raintentente.  Desideriamo  sapere  il  scopo 
di  tutte  queste  visite  che  lui  fa  alia  casa  di 
Farrell. 

Tom  Hainan  il  suo  nono  nome  e  "Ciu- 
ccottone." 

Tutti  quelli  che  lavorati  nella  compagnia 
dell'acqua  vi  auguariamo  buone  feste 
Natalizie  e  un  buon  principio  d'anno, 
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Harry  B.  Knowles 

Correspondent 


THIS  excuse  may  be  used  by  a  certain 
of  the  "regulars" — (not  in  the  Berk- 
eley office,  of  course).  "Late  for 
work  again,  I  see,  Casey,"  snorted  the  irate 
boss.  "How  do  you  account  for  this  per- 
sistent tardiness?"  "Tis  inherited,  sir," 
answered  Casey.  "Me  father  was  the  late 
Patrick  Casey." 

Can  anyone  rec- 
ommend a  better 
substitute  for  face 
cream  than  that  used 
by  a  certain  stenog- 
rapher, name  with- 
held? It  seems  that 
a  local  druggist  had 
a  sale  where  for  an 
additional  cent  two 
articles  could  be 
purchased  for  prac- 
tically the  price  of 
one.  Said  stenog 
saw  a  way  of  sav- 
ing money  on  her 
toilet  preparations,  but,  alas!  these  new 
fandangled  cosmetics  are  so  fickle — she 
observed  a  beautiful  package  all  done  in 
gold  and  colors  marked  "Cream."  She 
did  not  hesitate,  purchased  two  packages 
and  could  hardly  wait  till  evening  came  to 
use  her  new  "cream."  The  next  day — 
horrors!  !  Miss  Typewriter  Operator 
bustled  in  to  work  with  all  the  hues  of  a 
wonderful  sunset  on  her  "beaming"  face. 
Here  is  the  reason :  She  forgot  to  read  the 
full  name  of  the  "Cream."  It  read  Bril- 
liant Brass  Polishing  Cream. 

The  newly-wed  of  the  Berkeley  gang 
claims  to  have  saved  enough  real  honest- 
to-goodness  coin  since  his  step  into  the  mat- 
rimonial circle  to  purchase  a  pocket  edition 
of  the  famous  "Cackel-hack."  Says  Jack: 
"If  I  had  only  started  this  saving  habit  a 
year  earlier  I  might  be  sporting  a  "Laugh- 
ing-yet." 

"Safety-first — Courteous  always,"  is  a 
slogan  of  a  certain  public  utility.  We 
happen  to  know  of  some  people  to  whom 
it  would  be  quite  proper  to  reverse  this 
slogan. 

Ralph  Boyd  is  back  on  the  job  after  a 
long  drawn  out  siege  of  "bumeyetis." 

It  is  rumored  that  a  certain  good  looking 
lady    employee    of    the    Berkeley    office 


spends  her  evening  hours  of  "recreation" 
at  night  school  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
the  art  of  millinery.  We  are  wondering 
if  there  is  any  suggestion  of  "hope  chest" 
anticipation? 

Berkeley  District  Business  Office  wishes 
everyone  a  "Merry  Christmas." 

The  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company  has  under  construction  a  five- 
story  concrete  and  steel  office,  plant  and 
exchange  building.  The  substructure  is  of 
sufficient  strength  to  allow  additional 
stories  to  be  constructed  in  the  future. 
This  building  is  a  distinct  asset,  not  only 
to  the  business  section  of  Berkeley,  situ- 
ated as  it  is  in  the  very  heart  of  Berkeley, 
but  to  the  city  in  general.  Manager  Glover 
of  the  Berkeley  district  for  the  Telephone 
Company  is  genuinely  optimistic  regarding 
this  community,  and  right  he  may  be,  for 
the  magnificent  strides  this  city  is  making 
to  keep  up  with  the  steady  growth  of  the 
East  Bay  is  worthy  of  comment.  Not  only 
is  Berkeley  noted  the  world  over  for  her 
wonderful  educational  institution  —  the 
University  of  California  —  but  as  a  resi- 
dential city  it  cannot  be  compared  for 
beautiful  home  sites.  Yet  the  industrial 
growth  is  too  evident  for  passing  over. 
Many  new  plants  have  chosen  Berkeley's 
waterfront  for  industrial  purposes  and  a 
movement  is  now  on  foot  for  large  develop- 
ments for  increased  rail  and  water  trans- 
portation facilities. 

Indications  of  a  stable  prosperous  con- 
dition all  over  the  country  are  not  only 
evidenced  by  the  confidence  of  the  general 
public  in  the  matter  of  large  purchases, 
and  many  also,  of  stocks,  securities  and 
bonds,  but  also  by  the  noticeable  increase 
in  building  operations  all  over  the  East 
Bay  district.  Locally  the  growth  is  steady 
and  healthy  in  residential  construction  and 
business  property  improvements.  Many 
new  structures  are  going  rapidly  ahead  re- 
gardless of  uncertain  weather  conditions. 
All  tends  toward  a  happy  holiday  season — 
good  business,  good  health,  good  govern- 
ment— so  say  we  all. 

Colds,  coughs  and  slight  indispositions 
have  made  a  few  of  the  Berkeley  bunch 
uncomfortable — but  all  have  stuck  on  the 
job  splendidly. 
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BUILDING  activities  continue  to  be  on 
the  increase.  It  is  expected  that  the 
applications  for  new  services  during 
the  month  of  November  will  reach  a  higher 
total  than  has  been  enjoyed  since  the  build- 
ing boom  started.  While  most  of  the  serv- 
ices are  being  installed  to  meet  the  demand 
of  the  modern  bun- 
galows which  are 
going  up  in  all  sec- 
tions of  our  city, 
there  are  on  file  ap- 
plications for  some 
unusually  large  taps. 
Among  these  latter 
applications  might 
be  mentioned  the 
Alameda  Sanitorium 
with  a  three-inch 
connection,  the  new 
High  School  with  a 
three -inch  and  one 
one  and  one -half-  Geo.  A.  McKean 
inch  connection,  the  correspondent 

Lincoln  School  addition  with  a  two-inch 
and  a  laundry  with  a  one-inch  supply.  Be- 
sides these  new  buildings  which  have  just 
been  started,  two  new  factories  have  lo- 
cated here  and  have  taken  over  the  large 
warehouse  at  the  old  Liberty  shipyard. 
This  warehouse  is  about  six  hundred  feet 
long  and  makes  an  ideal  location  for  a 
box  factory  in  one  end  and  a  pipe  organ 
plant  in  the  other.  Just  east  of  this  prop- 
erty the  Alaska  Packers  have  completed  a 
large  warehouse  with  docking  facilities  and 
suitable  equipment  to  handle  their  im- 
mense salmon  pack.  This,  however,  is 
only  one  unit,  there  being  two  more  to  be 
constructed  which,  when  completed,  will 
provide  a  plant  which  will  be  the  last  word 
in  efficiency  and  large  enough  to  handle 
the  entire  output  of  this  huge  industry. 

The  girl  friends  of  Gladys  Nelson  sur- 
prised her  with  a  shower,  not  the  kind  that 
descends  from  the  heavens  and  is  said  to 
fall  on  the  just  and  the  unjust  alike,  nor 
the  kind  that  is  guaranteed  to  put  vim  and 
vigor  in  one  the  morning  after  the  night 
before;  in  fact,  there  was  an  absence  of 
water  in  any  form  at  this  shower,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  glass  of  pure  and 
sparkling  beverage  which  was  held  on  high 
as  the  toast  to  the  health  and  happiness 


of  the  bride-to-be  was  drunk.  As  a  matter 
of  record,  the  writer  was  unable  to  learn 
the  exact  nature  of  this  shower,  but  it  will 
suffice  to  say  that  many  pretty  and  useful 
articles  were  brought  and  a  wonderful  time 
was  had  by  all. 

The  De  Young  shipyard,  located  on  the 
estuary,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  to 
build  ten  swift  launches  for  the  Internal 
Revenue  Department. 

As  the  first  of  the  year  approaches  the 
proposed  naval  base  is  again  coming  into 
the  limelight.  If  the  government  does  not 
accept  the  site  as  presented  by  the  City  of 
Alameda,  by  January  1,  1925,  the  title  to 
this  land  reverts  to  the  people  who  gave  it. 
This  is  the  second  time  that  this  offer  has 
been  made,  and  as  a  special  election  would 
have  to  be  called  to  renew  the  offer,  it  is 
thought  that  no  further  effort  will  be  made 
to  interest  the  powers  that  be  in  this  par- 
ticular location  for  a  naval  base. 

The  dance  given  by  the  Good  Cheer  Club 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  general  office 
building,  Oakland,  was  a  most  enjoyable 
affair.  The  music  was  fine  and  those  who 
patronized  the  wheel  of  fortune  were  very 
agreeably  surprised  at  the  quality  of  the 
prizes  awarded  to  the  holders  of  the  lucky 
numbers.  The  cakes  deserve  special  men- 
tion and,  together  with  the  candy  and 
punch,  left  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way 
of  refreshments. 

Louie  Luchette,  Joe  Paladini's  right  hand 
man,  is  now  sojourning  in  sunny  Italy. 
Louie  became  very  homesick  and  wanted 
to  visit  his  native  shore  and  see  his  wife 
and  family,  so  one  day  he  packed  his  grip 
and  bought  a  ticket  to  Genoa,  Italy,  via 
New  York  and  France.  Once- before  Louie 
made  a  trip  to  France  and  vicinity  under 
entirely  different  circumstances,  and  on 
altogether  different  business  than  that 
which  calls  him  now,  for  Louie  is  a  vet- 
eran, having  served  under  the  Italian  flag 
during  the  World  War,  and  at  that  time  his 
duty  was  to  his  country.  Now,  however, 
times  have  changed  and  Louie  has  been 
separated  from  his  loved  ones  for  a  long 
time,  but  with  hard  work  and  strict  econo- 
my has  at  last  been  able  to  realize  his  one 
ambition,  and  that  is  to  be  reunited  with 
his  family  and  return  with  them  to  the  land 
of  his  adoption. 
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BROADCASTING  STATION   EBW 

Richmond,    California 

District  Manager  John   L.   Rihn,   Announcing. 

Well,  folks,  this  is  Station  EBW's  first 
time  on  the  air  and  we  wish  to  extend 
Christmas  greetings  to  all,  and  hope  that 
our  program  will  be  pleasing  to  the  radio 
fans  who  are  listening  in. 

STATION   EBW 

Richmond,    California,    Where    Rail   and   Water   Meet 

Broadcasting 

NEWS    ITEMS 

S.  P.  Ferry  slip  here  is  near  completion. 
Employees  at  Municipal  Wharf  were  start- 
led when  the  new  ferry  boat,  "El  Paso," 
steamed  up  to  the  new  S.  P.  landing  with 
flags  flying  and  whistle  blowing. 

Richmond's  new  $250,000  telephone  ex- 
change building  is  now  in  use. 

The  usual  Yuletide  spirit  is  in  evidence 
everywhere  one  chances  to  gaze.  The  chil- 
dren have  all  placed  their  orders  with  our 
local  Santa  Claus. 

Two  new  golf  clubs  recently  formed  in 
Richmond,  totaling  three  with  the  Berkeley 
Country   Club. 

The  Richmond  Chamber  of  Commerce 
enters  its  second  year,  after  election  of  a 
new  Board  of  Directors,  this  month. 

Municipal  docks  running  full  capacity. 
Three  boats  recently  turned  away  for  lack 
of  harbor  facilities. 

Richmond  now  on  Air  Map.  Chamber 
of  Commerce  has  taken  a  lease  on  77  acres 
near  San  Pablo  for  landing  field,  first  of 
its  kind  in  East  Bay  district. 

More  general  cargo  tonnage  passed  over 
Richmond  wharves  during  1923  than  over 
the  wharves  of  Seattle,  Portland  or  Oak- 
land. 

Richmond  real  estate  booming.  Seven 
new  business  buildings  now  under  con- 
struction !  !  ?  *  — brrr  brrr  rattly-bang- 
bang  (interruption).  Station  EBW  apolo- 
gizes for  this  interruption  caused  by  the 
approach  of  Grant  Ewing's  Ford. 

STATION    EBW 

Richmond,   California 

Grant  L.  Ewing,  our  sheik,  will   favor  the  radio  fans 

with    a   Bedtime   Story 

(Just  a  gentle  hint) 

Early  to  bed  and  early  to  rise, 
Makes  little  flappers  into  good  wives. 

STATION    EBW 

Richmond,   California 

Broadcasting,    "AMONG    OURSELVES" 

Wendell  LaFranz  enjoyed  a  few  days' 
duck    hunting.      Wendell    always    says   he 


had  good  luck,  although  we  have  to  take 
his  word  for  it. 

Timekeeper  Perry,  who  has  established 
an  office  at  Richmond  Yards,  wishes  some- 
one would  install  a  heating  plant  for  him 
for  Christmas. 

For  those  who  have  not  met  Miss  Eg- 
gerth,  a  recent  addition  to  our  force,  will 
say  she  is  quite  small.  She  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  school  traffic  officer  insists 
on  escorting  her  across  the  street.  Grant 
Ewing,  of  our  Off  and  On  Department,  has 
volumeered  to  take  her  to  see  Santa  Claus. 

Although  Mrs.  Tom  Nixon  (nee  Rita 
Arnold)  left  us  for  matrimony,  she  has  not 
forsaken  us  entirely,  for  she  is  a  frequent 
visitor  to  our  office. 

19     j  9    *  •::-  % j  9   ^rj.  ^      ^w^  \0Q]^  who's 

here,  look,  everybody,  look ! 

Station  EBW  will  retire  from  the  air  for 
a  few  minutes  as  Charles  Fieberling  of 
Oakland,  California,  is  invading  the  air 
with  his  "LOUD  SPEAKER." 

Foremen  Geo.  Pleich  and  Elmer  Wilson, 
two  employees  of  this  division  who  have 
had  many  years  of  faithful  service  with  our 
Company,  are  still  smiling  and  happy  at 
the  close  of  another  year.  They  extend 
Christmas  greetings  to  fellow  employees. 

STATION  EBW 

Richmond,   California 

Mrs.    Julia   LaFranz,    noted    dancer,    will    now    say    a 

few   words. 

"I  attribute  my  perfect  willowy  figure  to 
my  love  for  dancing.  Wishing  all  a  Merry 
Christmas.     I  thank  you. 

STATION  EBW 

Richmond,   California 

Miss    Eggerth,    the    "Baby"    of    our    family,    extends 

greetings   in  a   little   Christmas   rhyme. 

Listen,  dear  friends,  and  you  shall  hear 
Of  the  very  best  season  of  all  the  year: 
When  a  spirit  of  fellowship  fills  all  hearts, 
And  friendly  gifts  fill  the  merchants'  carts. 
For  I  say  to  you,  that  'tis  at  last  here, 
The  Christmas  time  with  its  holiday  cheer; 
And  the  Richmond  Office  is  wishing  for  you 
A  very  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Prosperous 
Happy  New  Year. 

STATION  EBW 
Richmond,   California 

We  wish  all  a  Merry  Christmas  and  the 
Happiest  of  New  Years. 

Station  EBW  is  now  signing  off. 
Goodbye— 1924. 
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There's  a  star  shining  bright, 

May  it  guide  you  aright 

To  the  joy  of  the  Christmas  dawning ; 

May  peace  and  good-will 

Abide  with  you  still 

As  your  gift  on  this  Christmas  morning. 
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IMPROVEMENTS  COMPLETED  AT  CORPORATION  YARD 


WITH  the  completion  of  improve- 
ments and  remodeling  of  the  meter 
repair  shop,  carpenter  shop  and 
paint  shop,  and  the  installation  of  a  new 
rock  bunker,  work  at  the  Corporation  Yard, 
Twenty-second  and  Adeline  streets,  has 
been  finished. 

The  complete  reconstruction  and  re- 
arrangement of  the  yard  now  gives  our 
company  one  of  the  most  economical  and 
efficient  material  storage  and  repair  yards 
operated  by  any  water  company  in  the 
United  States. 

The  old  building  at  the  corner  of  Ade- 
line and  Twenty-second  streets  has  been 
remodeled  and  repainted,  and  now  houses 
offices,  carpenter,  meter  and  paint  shops, 
pattern  storage  and  exhibit  storage. 

In  the  front  of  the  building,  facing  on 
Adeline  street,  are  the  offices  of  Chief 
Carpenter  George  Hunter  and  Chief 
Mechanic  Les  Traver.  Directly  behind 
these  offices  is  located  the  meter  repair  and 
testing  department.  This  department 
occupies  a  floor  space  of  80  by  30  feet  and 
through  it  pass  all  meters  used. 

The  department  is  so  laid  out  that  meters 
go  in  at  one  end  of  the  floor  and  pass 
through  the  department,  from  operation  to 
operation,  finally  reaching  the  delivery 
department  from  which  they  are  sent  to  the 
general  warehouse  for  distribution. 

Eight  special  work  benches  have  been 
installed,  each  with  a  special  wash  tub  and 
bench  for  the  operator.  Six  roller  tables 
have  been  added  to  the  equipment  of  the 
department  and  these  can  be  easily  and 
quickly  moved  from  place  to  place,  wher- 
ever they  may  be  needed. 

Plans  have  also  been  completed  for  the 
installation  of  a  special  testing  tank  with  a 
capacity  of  100  cubic  feet  of  water.  With 
this  and  other  special  testing  equipment, 
the  department  will  be  able  to  more  easily 
and  quickly  test  meters  ranging  in  size 
from  %  inch  to  8  inches.  As  now  re- 
arranged, the  department  is  capable  of 
handling  more  efficiently  the  rapidly  grow- 
ing volume  of  work. 

Not  only  does  the  department  test  new 
meters  before  they  go  into  service,  to  be 
certain  that  the  meters  are  registering 
accurately,    but    also    thoroughly    repairs 


and  overhauls  all  old  meters. 

During  the  past  year  the  department 
tested  approximately  10,000  new  meters 
and  overhauled  and  repaired  8,000  meters. 
A  definite  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  in 
the  meter  department  and  the  amount  of 
equipment  necessary,  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  in  one  store  room  2,500  different  parts 
are  carried.  Every  type  of  meter  can  be 
quickly  and  efficiently  repaired  and  placed 
in  working  condition  in  this  department. 
Directly  behind  the  meter  repair  depart- 
ment is  the  carpenter  shop,  which  occupies 
a  floor  space  80  by  30  feet.  Six  carpenters 
are  employed  constantly  in  general  con- 
struction work,  such  as  erecting  new  build- 
ings and  pumping  stations,  covering  reser- 
voirs, repairing  buildings,  and  doing  other 
general  work  in  connection  with  the  opera- 
tion of  the  company. 

A  definite  routine  for  handling  all  work 
has  been  outlined  in  the  carpenter  shop. 
Installation  of  equipment  includes  planes, 
band  saws,  drills  and  other  articles  neces- 
sary to  the  operation  of  the  department. 

In  a  small  space  just  behind  the  car- 
penter shop  is  located  a  large  air  com- 
pressor which  supplies  air  for  operating 
machinery  and  for  filling  automobile  tires. 
A  complete  paint  shop  has  been  installed 
in  the  portion  of  the  building  just  behind 
the  carpenter  shop.  The  paint  shop  occu- 
pies a  space  30  by  30  feet  and  in  this 
department  the  135  cars  and  trucks  used  by 
the  company  are  painted.  No  painting 
jobs  are  sent  to  outside  shops,  all  of  the 
work  being  done  in  our  own  shop. 

A  special  spraying  machine  has  been 
installed  for  automobile  painting.  The 
ordinary  painting  job  takes  about  three 
days — one  to  do  the  cleaning,  and  two  days 
for  applying  the  necessary  coats  of  paint. 
A  complete  painting  job  includes  from 
seven  to  ten  coats  of  paint  sprayed  on  with 
the  spraying  machine. 

Experts  in  automobile  painting  who  have 
watched  operations  in  the  paint  shop  and 
inspected  finished  jobs,  pronounce  this 
department  one  of  the  most  efficient  they 
have  ever  seen.  In  fact  one  commercial 
automobile  painting  concern  thought  the 
work  was  of  such  high  quality  that  it  de- 
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sired  to  copy  the  process  used  in  our  shop. 

The  second  floor  of  the  building  is  de- 
voted to  pattern  storage  and  special  storage. 

In  the  pattern  storage  department,  which 
occupies  practically  all  of  the  second  floor, 
are  to  be  found  the  patterns  for  large  fit- 
tings and  special  pipe  connections.  These 
patterns  are  sent  to  the  foundries  when  such 
connections  are  needed.  With  these  pat- 
terns available,  our  company  is  able  to 
obtain  the  exact  joints  and  fittings  needed 
in  different  parts  of  the  distribution  and 
transmission  system. 

A  small  room  on  the  second  floor  is 
devoted  to  the  storage  of  various  pieces  of 
equipment  used  in  exhibitions.  These 
exhibitions  include  cut  down  meters,  large 
and  small  specimens  of  cast  iron  pipe  and 
many  other  pieces  of  equipment  and 
material  used  on  special  occasions  when 
display  booths  are  installed  at  industrial 
expositions. 

Another  small  room  is  occupied  by  the 
laboratory  given  over  to  engineers  in 
charge  of  the  study  of  electrolysis.  This 
work  is  in  charge  of  highly  competent 
specialists    who,    through    their    practical 


work,  have  saved  many  thousands  of  dol- 
lars for  the  company  during  the  past 
several  years. 

A  new  rock  bunker  has  been  installed  in 
the  material  yard  in  order  to  eliminate  the 
expense  of  hand-shoveling  of  rock.  This 
new  bunker  is  located  at  the  end  of  the  rail- 
road siding.  Cars  of  rock  are  spotted  at 
the  bunker  and  unloaded  into  it  by  a 
special  conveyor.  Trucks  may  then  load 
by  simply  backing  up  to  the  bunker  and 
releasing  the  rock  through  the  chute.  The 
bunker  has  a  capacity  of  250  cubic  yards, 
or  approximately  eight  car  loads.  Installa- 
tion of  the  bunker  has  proved  to  be  a  great 
labor  saving  device  and  consequently  an 
improvement  which  has  effected  economy 
by  lowering  labor  cost. 

The  rearrangement  of  the  yard,  improve- 
ments in  the  various  departments,  and  con- 
struction of  the  new  concrete  building  have 
added  materially  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
construction,  operation  and  maintenance 
sections  of  the  company,  and  have,  at  the 
same  time,  effected  many  economies  of 
operation.  As  now  arranged,  the  yard  is  a 
model  of  efficiency. 


Planer  and  Band  Saw,  Carpenter  Shop 
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CROSS  WORDS -AMONG  OURSELVES 

THE  front  cover   of  our  magazine  this  month  contains   a   cross  word  puzzle 
prepared  by  Eunice  Eggerth   of  the  Richmond   District  office.     A  loose-leaf 
sheet  of  the  same  puzzle  will  be  found  for  the  convenience  of  employees  who 
wish  to  attempt  to  solve  it. 

How  Miss  Eggerth  has  made  this  whole  cover  a  complete  and  clever  East  Bay 
Water  Company  affair  will  be  seen  as  you  work  out  the  puzzle  and  discover  the 
surprises  in  the  shape  of  a  number  of  words  well  known  and  used  constantly  by  us. 

After  you  have  completed  the  puzzle,  sign  your  name  and  address  it  in  a  plain 
envelope  to  Cross  Word  Puzzle  Editor,  Bubbles,  512  16th  street,  Oakland.  The  correct 
answer,  also  the  names  of  those  who  solve  the  puzzle  correctly,  will  be  published  in 
the  June,  1925,  issue. 

DEFINITIONS 

(Definitions  were  selected  to  fit  activities,  employees  and  happenings  in\ 
the  company.  Some  of  them  were  taken  from  New  Standard  Dictionary.  / 

HORIZONTAL 


4  East  Bay  Water  Co.'s  forte 
11  An  entangling  device 

13  Meaning  modern  (simp. 

spelling) 

14  Poisonous  weeds  of  Biblical 

days 

17  To  fasten  again 

18  Mr.  LaFranz's  favorite  sport 
20  On  Harry  Reinhardt's  mind 

22  Dreadful  or  mournful 

23  Definite  article 

24  Omega 

25  Crippled  or  disabled 

27  Prefix  denoting  two 

28  U.  S.  coin   (abbre.) 

29  Wealthy  (Span.) 

32  Exclamation  asking  for  rep- 
etition 

34  A  mineral  used  in  place  of 
glass 

36  Biblical   character    (0.   T.) 

38  Latest  improved  loud  speaker 
39  Meter  Leaks  Affect  Con- 
sumers (abbre.) 

40  "On  and  Off  (initials  of 
name) 

42  Frozen  H2O 

44  Short  piece  of  connective  pipe 

45  Printer's  measure 

46  You  are  (abbre.) 

47  To  place  a  meter 

48  A  printed  notice  (abbre.) 

50  An  indefinite  number 

51  Smokes  worse  than  a  chimney 


1  Behold! 

2  Prefix  meaning  again 

3  Prefix  meaning  before 

4  Our  garlic  destroyer 

5  We  pay  money  to  him  just 

for  fun  (initials) 

6  A  ruminant 

7  You  do  this  when  you're  late 

to  work 


54  A  party  attended  by  the 

E.  B.  W.  Co.  men 
56  Ego 

58  Boy's  name  (abbre.) 

59  Prefix  meaning  oily  (Latin) 

60  A  kind  of  cheese 

61  A  corded  dress  fabric 
63  A  pleasing  host 

65  A  continent  (abbre.) 

66  Every  one 

67  Railway  system  in  New  York 

(slang) 

68  Like  a  cottage,  painted  in 

front,  shingled  in  back  and 
no  attic 

71  They  keep  us  out  of  work 

72  Not  I  (abbre.) 

73  One-half  a  printer's  measure 

74  Prefix  meaning  three 

75  Girl's  name   (simp,  spelling) 
77  A  tracer 

79  Preposition 

80  Richmond's  Off  and  On  Dept. 

83  Indefinite  article 

84  A  tramp's  pal 

85  Yes  (Span.) 

86  A  rajah's  wife 

87  Not  you,  ego 

88  More  sparkling  than  wine 

91  American  Progressive  Gossip 
Society  (a  cat's  club, 
initials) 

93  Loves   (Italian) 


VERTICAL 

8  A  holy  person  (abbre.) 

9  To  make  gloomy 

10  Often  broken  on  a  meter 

11  We  give  this 

12  A  three-toed  sloth  of  America 

15  Are  you?    (abbre.) 

16  Shut  violently 

17  Eastern  state   (abbre.) 

18  Medicinal  plant 

4 


94  Indispensible  to  slapstick 

comedy 

95  A  kind  of  order 

97  The  correlative  of  either 
99  A  city  highway  (abbre.) 

100  Located  at  Central  Reservoir 

(initials) 

101  State  meaning  muddy  river 

(abbre.) 

102  They  said  bobbed  hair  was 

this 
104  Prefix  meaning  upon 

107  Sudden  fit  of  peevishness 

108  A  little  word  but  it  means  lot 

110  Acknowledgment  of  debt 

111  Our  lady  engineer 
114  Our  jolly  bachelor 

117  Odor  exhaled  by  plants 

119  Foremost  man  of  our  country 

120  Preposition  meaning  "on 

high"  (not  speeding) 

122  Young  boy 

123  Popular   during   summer  va- 

cations 
125  In  the  morning 
127  An  army  officer  (abbre.) 
129  Active  as  a  flea 
132  Longs  for 

136  The  East 

137  Southern  state   (abbre.) 

139  You  should  always  be  this 

140  Boy's  name  (abbre.) 

141  Dispenser   of   the   glad-hand 

(third  floor) 


19  A  kind  of  small,  fresh-water 
duck 

21  To  express  joy  by  the  counte- 

nance 

22  Mold  or  stamp 

26  Responsible  for  this  atrocity 

(initials) 
28  Same  as  No.  38,  Horizontal 
30  That  is 
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31  Some  people  earn  this  in  a 

year   (abbre.) 
33  Richmond's  latest  time-clock 

(initials) 
35  A  playing  card 
37  Hearken 

40  Easy  to  sell  to 

41  Wood  nymph 
43  And  so  forth 
44>  A  tonic 

49  A  good  sport 

50  A  roman  weight 

51  A  fabulous  bird  of  great  size 

52  Leans  on  one  side 

53  Correlative  to  neither 

58  Villain's  favorite  exclamation 

56  Not  you 

57  Old  English  pronoun 
55  Corporation  Yard  sheik 

61  Transported,  ravished 

62  Purpose  of  the  filter  plant 

63  Communicated  by  electricity 

64  Desired  by  many   E.  B.   W. 

Co.  people 


65  A  railroad  company  (abbre.) 

69  Collection  of  literary  gossip 

70  Little  God  of  Love 

72  14th  letter  following  the  2d 
letter  preceding  the  9th  let- 
ter of  the  alphabet 

75  Always  genial 

76  Units 

77  A  rough,  noisy  dispute 

78  By  birth 

81  Swift  current  in  a  river 

82  Technical  entomology 

83  Part  of  the  verb  "to  be" 

89  Preposition 

90  25  3/10  cents 

92  The  voice  on  the  wire 

96  Negative 

97  Preposition 

98  Egyptian  sun  god 

103  Although   covered,   meter 

readers  can  see  this 
105  Mixed  type 


106  Temper  of  mind 

107  A  fuel 

109  Chinese  Christian  name 

112  To  make  a  formal  speech 

113  Afternoon 

114  A  raising  powder 

115  His  coat-of-arms  is  a  codfish 

116  Southern  Uraguay   (abbre.) 
118  An  insect 

121  Gives  in  pledge 
124  Mr.  Chaplin  does  this 
126  Used  in  baseball 
128  Metric  square  unit 

130  Beginning  of  a  geographical 

system 

131  Same  as  No.  80,  Horizontal 

133  Indefinite  article 

134  A  continent  (abbre.) 

135  A  depot   (abbre.) 

137  Preposition  meaning  against 

(abbre.) 

138  Preposition 


FIRE  SLOGANS 

(HELP  PREVENT  FIRES) 


Good  citizenship  demands  care  with  fire, 
both  in  the  home  and  out-of-doors. 

Be  sure  your  camp  fire  is  dead,  then  bury  it. 

California's  forests  are  your  playgrounds. 

Help  keep  them  green  by  being  careful 
with  fire. 

Human  carelessness  is  the  cause  of  70  per 
cent  of  all  forest  fires  in  California.  Be 
careful — all  the  time. 

The  forest's  prime  evil — smouldering  cigar- 
ettes. 

All  outdoors  is  yours  to  use  and  enjoy  but 
not  to  burn  up.    Be  careful  with  fire. 

When  forests  burn — you  pay. 

Green  forests  pay  big  dividends  in  health 
and  happiness.  Protect  them  from  de- 
struction by  fire. 

Eternal  vigilance  with  fire  is  the  price  of  a 
successful  vacation. 

Going  on  a  vacation?  Then  make  "Care 
with  fire"  your  watchword  when  in  the 
mountains. 

Game  and  fish  depend  on  forests  and 
streams.    Both  are  destroyed  by  fire. 

Today's  carelessness  with  fire  may  be  to- 
morrow's regret. 

Guard  California's  forests  as  you  would 
your  home.  They  are  yours.  Help  pro- 
tect them  from  the  ravages  of  fire. 


Mr.  Careful  Camper  is  always  welcome  in 

the  National  Forests. 
A  careful  camper  puts  out  his   fire  with 

water  and  then  covers  it  with  earth. 

When  traveling  mountain  trails  be  careful 
not  to  throw  burning  matches  and  cigar- 
ette stubs  into  the  dry  grass  and  brush. 
Drop  them  on  earth  or  rock  in  the  trail 
and  grind  them  under  your  heel. 

The  mountains  of  California  are  the  most 
popular  summer  playgrounds  in  America. 
Help  keep  them  green  and  beautiful.  Use 
care  with  fire. 

An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  days  of 
fire  fighting.  Be  sure  your  match,  cigar- 
ette or  camp  fire  is  dead  out. 

A  burned  city  may  be  rebuilt  in  a  few 
years.  It  takes  a  century  to  regrow  a 
forest  destroyed  by  human  carelessness 
with  fire. 

A  forest  fire  hangs  its  own  pall  of  crepe 
and  gray. 

Don't  despise  the  lowly  brush — it  is  valu- 
able watershed  cover.  Help  protect  brush 
lands  from  fire. 

You  enjoy  the  mountains  —  leave  them 
clean  and  green  that  others,  too,  may 
enjoy  them. 

Your  responsibility — to  leave  a  clean  camp 
and  a  dead  fire. 
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BUSINESS  LIFE 

ALACK  of  speed  or  brilliance  should 
not  discourage  any  of  us.  Endur- 
ance, skill,  application  and  grit  are 
quite  as  efficiacious.  The  contest  that  a 
business  life  opens  to  us  is  not  a  short  dash, 
then  victory;  it  is,  rather,  a  long,  hard 
grind.  A  true  athlete  competes  for  the  love 
of  the  race,  not  merely  for  the  prize  he  has 
a  chance  of  winning.  In  athletics  and  in 
business  team  play  is  much  to  be  desired 
and  "if  you  cannot  carry  off  first  honors, 
make  the  other  fellow  break  the  record." 
If  we  do  this  we  can  at  least  feel  that  we 
are  doing  our  little  job  well,  at  least  we 
are  doing  our  very  best. 

We  must  keep  in  training  for  our  job,  fit 
mentally  and  physically  for  its  require- 
ments. In  doing  this  there  is  a  double 
reward  for  it  brings  health  and  poise  to  us. 
The  reputation  of  any  company  is  closely 


allied    to    the    individual    and    collective 
undertakings  of  its  employees. 

The  year  1925  is  barely  under  motion. 
It  offers  us  wonderful  opportunities.  We 
can,  if  we  will,  treat  it  as  an  interesting 
contest.  We  can  either  run  a  good  race  or 
get  tired,  lose  interest  and  slow  down.  We 
can  assist  materially  in  making  this  year 
the  biggest  and  the  most  satisfactory  one  in 
point  of  service  the  company  has  ever  had. 


INTROSPECTION 

Looking  into  the  faces  of  those  about  us 
from  day  to  day  the  thought  comes  to  some 
of  us,  what  will  we  make  of  our  lives? 
Some  of  us  may  always  remain  where  we 
are,  some  will  be  home  makers  while  others 
will  branch  out  into  other  fields — but  what 
we  make  of  ourselves  depends  not  upon  our 
experience  or  our  surroundings,  but  upon 
ourselves.  We  have  everything  to  do  with 
the  direction  of  the  future.  We  are  sus- 
ceptible of  development  throughout  all 
time,  and  whether  or  not  we  become  what 
we  should  depends  upon  ourselves. 

We  have  life  and  being,  knowledge,  in- 
telligence and  will.  Some  of  us,  no  doubt 
do  not  like  to  tackle  the  hard  problems  or 
to  make  the  fight  against  odds,  but  when 
we  do  it  by  our  own  strength  and  our  own 
skill  it  is  then  that  we  win  the  battle.  It  is 
a  great  deal  easier  to  go  around  the  moun- 
tain than  over  it,  but  if  you  go  over  it,  you 
see  the  panorama  of  the  world  from  the 
summit. 

The  fundamental  fact  that  all  must  learn, 
is  that  work  is  an  absolute  necessity.  To 
do  any  work  well  is  in  itself  a  credit  to  the 
worker. 

Everything  that  comes  to  us  should  be 
due  to  or  through  our  own  efforts ;  no  idler 
ever  made  his  mark  upon  the  world.  Each 
of  us  have  an  opportunity  to  make  the 
world  better. — 

"For  when  the  one  great  scorer  comes 
to  write  against  your  name,  he  writes 
— not  that  you  won  or  lost — but  how 
you  played  the  game." 


"The  best  time  to  hold  on  is 
when  you  reach  the  point  where 
the   average  man   would   quit." 

— Forbes. 
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OUR  NEW  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGN 


THE  advertisement  reproduced  here  is 
the  first  of  a  new  series,  which  ap 
peared  in  the  local  papers  starting 
with  the  week  of  April  19. 

This  group  of  advertisements  will  tell  a 
story  of  progress — growth  of  the  East  Bay 
cities,  and  our  provision  for  it.  They  will 
tell  of  the  constructive  work  being  done  to 
further  improve  the  present  system  in  order 
that  the  East  Bay  cities  shall  have  an 
adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  future. 

In  this  series  we  are  informing  the  public 
of  the  policy  which  has  long  been  the 
actuating  force  behind  every  constructive 
move  made  by  this  company — namely,  the 
determination  to  keep  ahead  of  the  growth 
of  the  East  Bay  cities. 

Any  open  minded  reader  who  follows 
these  advertisements  must  realize  that  this 
company  is  but  living  up  to  the  responsi- 
bility which  still  rests  upon  us — to  provide 
plentiful  water  for  this  community. 

Throughout  this  series  of  advertisements 
runs  a  frequent  reiteration  of  the  fact  that 
the  East  Bay  Water  Company  will  continue, 
as  long  as  the  responsibility  for  this  supply 
rests  on  our  shoulders,  to  make  such  plans 
and  provisions  for  the  insurance  of  an 
adequate  water  supply  as  expert  engineers 
deem  necessary. 

This  is  but  fair  and  just.  Until  such 
time  as  this  responsibility  is  definitely 
assumed  by  some  other  competent  body,  we 
are  held  accountable.  We  cannot  sit  back 
and  complacently  trust  that  other  satisfac- 
tory provisions  will  be  made  to  keep  the 
East  Bay  cities  supplied  with  water.  The 
need  is  constantly  growing  greater.  As 
long  as  we  are  responsible  for  meeting  it 
we  must,  in  justice  to  ourselves  and  to  the 
public  we  serve,  see  that  this  responsibility 
is  squarely  met. 

These  advertisements  tell  how  we  are 
meeting  it  by  developing  and  enlarging  the 
distributing  systems  and  by  completing  the 
Upper  San  Leandro  Project.  Specific  in- 
stallations are  cited  to  give  the  public  an 
accurate  conception  of  the  scope  of  this 
work  and  the  districts  which  will  be  bene- 
fited by  these  various  installations.  The 
sum  total  of  this  huge  task  is  impressive. 
The  mere  mention  of  the  money  involved — 


84,000,000  during  1925— is  sufficient  to 
convey  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  this 
undertaking. 

All  this  information  is  vitally  interesting 
to  the  people  of  this  region.  You  can  be  of 
assistance  to  them  and  to  your  company  by 
keeping  fully  posted  on  the  facts  and  by 
giving  these  facts  to  your  personal  friends 
and  acquaintances. 


keep  ahead  of 
t  Bay  prowtn~ 


?4ooo,ooo 

During  1925 

for  enlargements  of  present  system 


the  upper 


FOUR  MILLIONS  during  1925  for 
tn  button  -service  facilities  and  continues 
San  Leandro  project. 

Not  content  to  merely  keep  abreast  of  present  requirements,  the 
East  Bay  Water  Company  is  again  looking  ahead  and  making  ready 
for  the  future  needs  which  will  arise  as  a  result  of  the  present  rate 
of  growth  in  East  Bay  cities. 

The  continuation  of  this  growth  is  definitely  dependent  upon 
continuous  and  adequate  water  service.  Knowing  this,  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company  is  increasing  the  capacity  of  its  mains  and  dis- 
tributing system  in  sections  where  expert  judgement  shows  greater 
capacity  will  be  needed. 

Ensuing  advertisements  will  [el]  of  the  major  projects  that  comprise  the 
enlargement  program  lor  1925. 

To  be  prepared — to  be  ready  when  need  arises,  has  long  been  the  policy 
ol  this  company.  Since  1915  there  have  been  innumerable  enlargements, 
replacements  and  general  improvements  such  as  would  insure  this  end. 

So  long  as  the  responsibility  ol  providing  an  adequate  water  supply  rests 
upon  this  company,  it  will  continue  to  make  such  plans  as  a 
to  fully  meet  this  responsibility. 


A  Ecvst  Bay 

Vote* 

<^_^/    Co. 

DOME  STIC  INDUSTRIAL 

The  largest  privately  owned  Water  Company  in  the  United  States. 


Watch  for  these  advertisements  as  they 
appear  in  the  papers  and  read  them  with 
care.  They  are  full  of  facts  that  have  a 
relation  to  your  daily  work.  The  public  is 
anxious  to  learn  the  truth  concerning  the 
company  that  supplies  their  water.  Equip- 
ped with  your  personal  knowledge  and  the 
information  these  advertisements  contain, 
you  can  be  of  help  to  your  friends  in  giv- 
ing them  an  accurate  conception  of  what 
this  company  is  doing  and  why. 
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"BUBBLES"  from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA- RICHMOND 
CORPORATION   YARD 


GENERAL  OFFICES— Erection  of  the 
main  dam  of  the  Upper  San  Leandro 
Project  is  now  under  way.  The 
diversion  dam  and  tunnel  with  the  outlet 
tower  have  been  completed.  The  li/o  mile 
supply  tunnel  bore  was  completed  April  8, 
1925.  Lining  will  start  immediately.  Dur- 
ing 1925  the  bulk  of 
the  yardage  in  the 
main  dam  will  be 
placed  and  the  open 
spillway  and  supply 
tunnel  lining  com- 
pleted. Work  on  the 
filtration  plant  and 
the  transmission 
conduit  has  been 
started. 

The  construction 
department  has  com- 
pleted the  installa- 
tion of  12"  water 
mains     on     Mac-  J.  p.  Fieberlinc 

donald    avenue   from  Correspondent 

23d  street  to  San  Pablo  avenue  in  Rich- 
mond. Approximately  8300,000.  will  be 
expended  for  extensions  in  this  city. 

George  Hawley  is  with  us  again  after  a 
pleasant  rest  at  Alta  Bates  Hospital.  He 
liked  the  place  so  well  he  couldn't  stay 
away  from  it  and  returned  several  times. 

The  following  employees  have  been 
added  in  the  main  office  of  the  auditing 
department:  Anna  Bruggere.  comptometer 
operator:  Myrtle  Maddy,  clerk;  George 
W.  Cowell.  and  Pierson  Parker.  W.  F.  Mc- 
Laughlin and  C.  Casebolt  were  transferred 
from  the  Yard.  The  latter  takes  the  posi- 
tion made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of 
V.  L.  Xewcomb  who  is  now  in  Hartford. 

We  welcome  Max  Carash  as  our  new 
cashier.  T.  N.  Crafts  has  been  promoted 
to  the  position  of  district  manager,  Ber- 
kelev,  and  the  best  wishes  of  the  employees 
of  the  company  go  with  him. 

Margaretta  Lindsay  is  with  us  again 
after  a  painful  operation  on  her  eye. 


Two  new  wells  are  now  in  operation  at 
the  Walker  Tract  and  a  third  one  at 
Alvarado  has  just  been  completed. 

We  have  just  completed  a  gunite  lining 
in  Garber  Reservoir  No.  3,  and  are  starting 
a  similar  gunite  lining  job  on  Berryman. 

Arthur  Murray  visited  the  office  recently. 
He  is  now  in  the  U.  S.  navy  and  stationed  at 
Mare  Island  where  he  is  specializing  in 
pharmacy.  The  best  wishes  of  his  former 
co-workers  are  with  him. 

Arthur  T.  Seyler  has  been  employed  as 
a  draftsman  on  the  Upper  San  Leandro 
Project. 

The  directors  and  employees  of  the  com- 
pany met  for  their  annual  banquet  in  the 
grill  room  of  the  Hotel  Oakland  on  March 
26.  In  a  short  talk  President  Edgerton 
thanked  the  employees  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  the  directors  for  the  loyalty,  co-opera- 
tion and  service  rendered  during  the  year 
1924.  The  work  and  accomplishments  of 
the  past  year  were  also  reviewed.  Follow- 
ing a  short  program  music  and  dancing 
were  enjoyed. 

Myrtle  Reimers  has  announced  her 
engagement  to  James  Neal.  Congratula- 
tions, "Myrt."  A  little  bird  told  us  the 
wedding  will  be  an  event  of  the  early  sum- 
mer. The  same  bird  told  us  that  Dorothy 
Nielsen  is  planning  matrimony  within  a 
few  months. 

Bubbles  Social  Club  is  constantly  grow- 
ing in  popularity  and  we  look  forward  to  a 
most  successful  year.  The  management  of 
one  of  our  local  theatres  recently  sent  a 
pass  to  each  member  of  the  club. 

Albert  Dunfee  who  has  been  doing  part 
time  work  with  us  has  taken  leave  of 
absence  from  Stanford  and  will  devote  his 
entire  time  to  the  engineering  department. 

If  you  want  to  enjoy  a  long,  happy  life 
we  suggest  that  you  talk  to  A.  M.  Drink- 
water  who  recently  celebrated  his  76th 
anniversary  and  is  on  the  job  every  day 
and  has  his  own  teeth.  Congratulations, 
"Drinky,"  and  may  you  have  many  more. 
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Oakland  Business  Office — Violet  Lyons 
resigned  to  take  up  the  more  strenuous  life 
— that  of  a  housewife.  She  is  now  greeted 
as  Mrs.  House  and  it  is  hoped  that  she  will 
prosper  in  her  new  undertaking.  Anna 
Machado  was  assigned  to  the  vacancy  and 
is  making  good  as  assistant  receiver.  As 
previously  stated,  Ann  is  a  good  pinch  hit- 
ter and  always  tries  to  bat  100%. 

And  for  the  same  reason  as  Miss  Lyons, 
Clara  Faneuf  leaves  us  on  May  15.  She  is 
now  the  presiding  matron  in  the  house  of 
Ziegler.  Let  us  hope  that  her  lot  be  a 
happy  one  and  that  she  does  not  drift  away 
from  her  old  friends  and  associates  in  the 
office. 

Marjorie  Wellman  has  been  transferred 
from  the  Central  Billing  Bureau  to  the 
Oakland  Business  Office.  She  is  in  the  fil- 
ing section  at  present  and  says  her  idea  of 
heaven  is  a  place  where  they  have  no  cards 
to  file  or  where  they  make  fires  of  them.  It 
is  believed  that  this  is  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  all  who  have  followed  this  task 
for  any  length  of  time. 

Old  Timer,  Max  Carash,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  General  Office  as  cashier  to 
take  the  place  made  vacant  by  the  promo- 
tion of  "Tev"  Crafts  who  is  now  Berkeley 
district  manager.  Paul  Nunn  was  promoted 
to  the  position  formerly  held  by  Max,  and 
Norman  Doyle  stepped  up  a  notch  to 
Nunn's  place.  "Night  Manager"  Goetz  was 
subpoenaed  for  a  daylight  job,  and  Geo. 
Brandner  was  taken  from  the  dead  man's 
watch  and  given  the  earlier  shift.  George 
Speer  was  employed  to  take  the  dead  man's 
trick  but  he  is  very  much  alive  and  is  mak- 
ing it  a  live  position. 

Bob  Cavanaugh  says  that  business  is 
picking  up.  He  reads  the  meters  in  the 
outside  districts  but  says  that  they  are 
building  up  so  fast  that  Hayward  and 
Alvarado  will  soon  be  in  the  center  of 
Oakland. 

Vacation  time  is  drawing  nigh  but  let's 
forget  it,  this  time,  as  our  head  is  buzzing 
trying  to  arrange  the  schedule  so  that  all 
can  go  in  July. 

Bob  Elliott  is  a  strong  man  but  he  had  a 
two  weeks  wrestling  match  with  a  Spaniard 
named  Flu,  that  almost  put  him  down  for 
the  count.  He  finally  landed  the  knock-out 
and  is  back  at  his  desk  better  than  ever. 
Martin  Blote  says  "Amen." 


Meter  Reader  John  Wilson  was  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  years  old  last  week  but  he  is 
still  going  strong  and  holds  his  own  with 
the  rest  of  them. 

Dutton  has  moved  again.  He  says  that  if 
business  keeps  up  he  will  be  able  to  retire 
in  a  couple  of  hundred  years. 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  the  news  of 
the  death  of  Julia  Klinge's  brother  was 
received  at  this  office.  She  was  a  most 
efficient  and  popular  clerk  while  here,  and 
all  her  former  friends  extend  to  her  sincere 
sympathy. 

Isabelle  Campili  is  serving  the  public  at 
the  bill  counter.  She  is  giving  her  best 
efforts  to  the  task  and  has  proven  herself 
adaptable  to  the  work. 

Central  Billing  Bureau — Centralizing 
as  one  unit  to  serve  all  district  offices,  the 
billing  department  of  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company  has  been  properly  named  the 
Central  Billing  Bureau.  It  may  interest 
those  who  are  not  closely  associated  with 
this  branch  of  the  company  to  learn  of  its 
functions  as  one  factor  contributing  to  this 
greater  organization.  For  a  convenient 
explanation  we  may  liken  the  Central  Bill- 
ing Bureau  to  a  large  newspaper,  with  its 
editorial  staff,  typesetters  and  printing 
press  in  operation,  turning  out  the  daily 
news.  With  over  104,000  subscribers  the 
typesetting  requires  skill  and  alert  applica- 
tion. The  customer's  name,  his  home  town 
and  business  address,  together  with  a  sec- 
tion and  route  number  for  office  identifica- 
tion must  appear  on  these  dies.  Hazel 
Forkey  performs  this  work  with  the  aid  of 
a  Graphotype.  Printing  is  done  on  the 
Addressograph  machine  which  is  almost 
human  in  its  performance.  Hundreds  of 
adjustments,  careful  lubrication  and  inking 
requires  the  attention  of  an  efficient,  skill" 
ful  operator.  Helen  Kelly  performs  this 
work.  The  printed  matter  is  now  passed 
to  a  clerical  force  who  compute  charges, 
proof  reads  and  passes  it  to  the  Tabulating 
Bureau.  The  work  then  comes  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  auditor. 

Lillian  Dow  is  a  new  arrival  in  the 
department. 

Will  John  Larson  take  a  trip  into  the 
Kings  River  country  this  year  or  is  the  call 
of  the  automobile  too  strong  to  resist? 

Hazel  Mundell  is  enjoying  a  trip  to 
the  Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  Honolulu. 
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On  Friday,  April  24,  Bubbles  Social  Club  enjoyed  a  dance  at  the  Business  Women's 
Building.    Punch  was  served  during  the  evening  and  everyone  reported  a  good  time. 
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R.  Lange 

Correspondent 


THE  stork  visited  the  homes  of  two  of 
the  Construction  Department's  men 
since  we  last  went  to  press.  Patrick 
Joseph  Horan,  assistant  superintendent, 
and  Denis  Brosnan  are  the  proud  fathers. 
The  stork  must  be  a  wise  old  bird  for  each 
of  the  babies  is  a  boy. 

L.  L.  Farrell 
(Louie)  has  re- 
turned to  work  after 
a  six  weeks  absence. 
Louie  underwent  a 
major  operation  in 
the  latter  part  of 
February,  and  we 
are  very  glad  that 
his  convalescence 
was  so  rapid  and 
that  he  now  feels  as 
good  as  he  does. 

Jack  Zimmerman 
has  been  absent 
from  our  ranks  for 
the  past  three  weeks. 
Jack  had  an  enlarged  appendix  and  the 
doctor  thought  it  would  be  best  to  remove 
the  diseased  organ. 

Benny  Betterton  and  Johnny  Bonneiti 
have  been  promoted  to  the  position  of 
foremen.  Their  promotion  is  due  entirely 
to  the  interest  taken  in  the  work  and  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  allotted 
to  them. 

Paul  Paulson,  Piedmont  foreman,  has 
been  seriously  ill  the  past  month.  He  is 
convalescent  now  and  is  slowly  regaining 
the  rugged  health  with  which  he  is 
endowed. 

"Henery"  Gutte,  timekeeper,  has  returned 
to  work  after  being  away  for  a  month  with 
scarlet  fever.  When  he  returned  to  the 
Yard  he  claimed  Andrew  Gerome  Gawley's 
title,  that  of  being  the  slimmest  timekeeper 
in  captivity. 

The  timekeepers  are  preparing  for  a 
very  heavy  offensive  this  summer.  They 
have  already  added  to  their  ranks  Major 
Belding,  Lieutenants  Blaine  Becker  and 
Frank  Shotts  and  are  considering  the  offer 
of  Commodore  Bill  Froment  to  furnish  the 
good  ship  "SNEEZE"  as  flagship  of  the 
navy.  They  are  going  to  petition  Superin- 
tendent Farrell  to  mount  machine  guns  on 


their  cars  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  repel 
the  hordes  of  auditors  and  foremen. 

Patrick  Joseph  Horan  has  become  a 
member  of  the  U.  P.  A.  A.  (Unfortunate 
Parked  Autoist  Association).  A  garbage 
truck  traveling  on  Franklin  street,  "acci- 
dentally" collided  with  Paddy's  Dodge  and 
in  doing  so  tore  off  one  of  the  fenders. 
Paddy  claims  this  is  the  irony  of  fate.  He 
says  that  if  it  had  been  a  Cadilac  or  a 
Lincoln  he  would  not  have  cared. 

The  only  musical  timekeeper  in  the 
world  now  works  for  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company.  He  is  Blaine  Becker  and  is  one 
of  Salt  Lake's  foremost  exponents  of  the 
cornet.  Amongst  his  various  and  sundry 
duties  is  being  bugler  of  the  timekeeping 
staff.  Every  morning  at  seven  he  blows 
reveille  and  at  five  in  the  evening  he  blows 
taps. 

We  always  thought  that  Superintendent 
Farrell  was  a  law  abiding  citizen,  but  he 
has  caused  us  to  lose  all  faith  in  humanity. 
The  first  time  he  drove  his  car  after  return- 
ing to  work  he  received  a  ticket  for  driving 
the  wrong  way  on  Sixteenth  street. 

Now  that  good  weather  has  come  to  stay 
we  presume  that  we  will  be  forced  to  have 
our  vision  tortured  by  glimpses  of  loud 
and  variegated  colors  in  gentlemen's 
apparel.  As  a  forerunner  of  this  condition, 
the  "Supe's"  hose,  this  morning,  were  so 
glaring  that  the  office  force  had  to  resort  to 
dark  glasses.  Some  one  got  up  on  his  ear 
and  told  Louie  to  what  part  of  these  United 
States,  hose  of  that  color  is  relegated. 

Mrs.  Aronson  (Ethel  Gillin)  thought 
that  by  putting  her  salary  in  a  commercial 
account  she  could  save  money.  Since  she 
started  the  account  she  has  kept  the  bank 
bookkeeper  busy  deducting  two  dollar 
checks  from  her  balance.  We  think  that  a 
much  easier  method  would  be  to  keep  sixty 
dollars  out  of  each  month's  salary. 

We  cannot  say  anything  about  Virginia 
Clark.  She  told  us  that  every  time  her 
name  came  out  in  this  publication  she  be- 
came very  angry  and  was  not  responsible 
for  what  she  did  to  the  poor  unfortunate 
reporter. 

Spring  has  "came."  You  should  see 
Miss  Swan's  new  dress.  It  is  made  of  some 
light,  filmy  material  and  the  kaleidoscopic 
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effect  of  the  many  colors  send  little  thrills 
up  and  down  one's  spine  every  time  one 
looks  at  it. 

The  Five  o'Clock  Ford-Special  Limited 
leaves  the  Yard  every  night  at  5:07.  Its 
passengers  consist  mostly  of  a  bevy  of  the 
fair  sex  from  upstairs.  The  Limited  is 
piloted  by  Bert  Domes  and  the  conductor 
and  trainmaster's  position  is  held  by  Gene- 
vieve Agers. 

The  girls  think  that  Jessie  Wishart  made 
a  mistake  when  she  said  that  it  was  her 
brother  that  makes  the  phone  calls.  They 
think  that  she  possiblv  means  brother,  but 
that  that  brother  is  some  one  else's  and  not 
her  own. 

Charley  Maleton  has  the  only  acrobatic 
roller  outside  of  a  circus.  Charley  is 
lamenting  the  fact  that  during  the  last 
exhibition  the  roller  sprung  a  tendon.  The 
feat  the  machine  was  attempting  when  the 
accident  occurred  was  to  stand  on  its  head. 

Pedro,  of  Leak  and  Connection  fame,  has 
been  holding  down  Paul  Paulson's  job 
while  the  latter  has  been  sick.  Pete  says 
that  the  only  trouble  he  can  find  with  Pied- 
mont is  that  too  many  of  the  streets  have 
names  similar  to  other  streets  in  Oakland 
or  nearby  in  Piedmont. 

Claire  M.  I  Centimeter  I  Belding,  he,  the 
most  rotund  of  the  timekeepers,  claims  that 


Montera  has  been  misnamed.  The  tract 
owners  should  have  called  it  Mosquito. 
This  name  it  seems  would  be  appropriate. 

"Sheik"  Gawley  and  "Snookum"  Perry 
have  had  to  have  some  plastic  surgery 
done  on  their  ears.  They  have  taken  to 
wearing  sombreros  and  the  increased 
weight  on  their  ears  was  so  unbearable  that 
the  above  operation  was  found  necessary. 

Harry  Atfield  has  returned  from  Eng- 
land and  is  back  in  the  Yard  again.  He 
holds  the  attention  of  men  by  recounting 
tales  of  his  visit  across  the  Pond. 

George  Hunter  purchased  some  silk  hose 
for  Easter  wear.  George  claims  that  the 
hose  is  not  nearly  as  holy  as  the  day  which 
they  were  bought  to  wear  on. 

Jack  Zimmerman  was  smoking  his  pipe 
in  the  office  one  chilly  morning  and  the 
gaseous  odors  exuding  from  the  said  pipe 
gave  Superintendent  Stevens  a  headache. 
Turning  to  Jack,  "Steve"  asked,  "What  are 
you  burning  in  that  incinerator,  Jack?  it 
smells  like  cabbage." 

Clarence  DeMello,  the  machinist  welder, 
fell  out  of  the  ranks  of  single  blessedness 
on    Sunday,    April    19th. 

Drew  McBride.  the  timekeeper-humorist, 
has  the  same  pessimistic  look  as  the  rest  of 
the  humorists — he  has  lately  been  married. 
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BUBBLES 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


BERKELEY  DISTRICT 


T.  N.  Crafts 

Correspondent 


THE  Berkeley  Office  has  had  quite  a 
number  of  visitors  recently  for  which 
we  feel  greatly  honored,  snowing  that 
we  are  all  of  one  grand  family  and  all  pull- 
ing together.     Messrs.  L.  L.  Farrell,  J.  P. 
Fieberling,  C.  J.  Andruss,  Leslie  Paul,  Bill 
Gillin,  Max  Carash,  M.  J.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Rihn,    H.    T.    Mell- 
man,    Jack    Towns- 
end,  Mickey  O'Brien 
(Himself),  A.  Mur- 
ray, and  last  but  not 
least,    Night    Mana- 
ger  Frank   Goetz — 
our  grand  opera 
star.    Let's  hope, 
Frank,  some  day  we 
will    see    you    in 
grand    opera,    a    la 
Caruso. 

John  Frick,  one 
of  the  old  timers, 
also  called.  Wel- 
come, John!     When 

teaching  gets  trying  and  on  your  nerves, 
John,  call  around  and  listen  to  our  noise- 
less adding  machines,  and  griefless  cus- 
tomers— a  change  does  one  good. 

Florence  Bryant  Smith,  one  of  our  for- 
mer employees,  has  a  baby  boy,  born  on 
February  22,  this  year.  One  of  our  great 
men  was  born  on  that  date,  Florence,  so  we 
hope  that  he  will  be  a  second  George 
Washington. 

Eleanor  Bates  and  Isabel  McGregor  are 
new  employees  in  our  office,  and  they  are 
certainly  an  asset;  fitting  in  just  like  old 
timers.    Welcome,  girls,  to  our  midst. 

Hazel  Hooper  and  Harriet  Meriam 
finally  made  up  their  minds  to  join  the 
family  of  "Bobs."  It  is  surely  becoming 
to  both  of  'em. 

Alice  Musgrave,  Marian  Illich,  and 
Florence  Dias  are  star  performers  at  the 
counter.  Consumers  are  not  kept  waiting 
a  second,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  girls  have 
acquired  the  habit  of  not  waiting  to  see 
whether  the  other  one  is  going  to  get  up 
first.  This  is  what  we  call  team-work. 
Keep  it  up,  girls. 

Swimming  is  a  great  pastime  for  some 
of  the  girls  here.  They  journey  once  a 
week  to  the  Piedmont  Baths  where  they  in- 


dulge in  aquatic  sports.  Alice  Musgrave 
says  she  can  dive  like  a  feather  and  swim 
like  a  rock,  but  ye  scribe  thinks  differently, 
so  with  several  other  judges,  we  will  have 
to  meander  over  some  evening,  and  see  for 
ourselves.  Possibly,  we  may  issue  a  chal- 
lenge, in  their  behalf,  to  "Mother"  Gibson's 
stenographic  department,  who,  by  the  way, 
are  the  Oakland  champs.  Look  out,  girls! 
Kathryn  Gede  and  Nellie  Knox  are  quite 
a  team  when  it  comes  to  work;  right  up 
and  at  it  all  the  time. 

Ralph  Boyd,  our  office  manager,  says  he 
contemplates  moving  to  Berkeley  in  the 
near  future.  Oakland  will  lose  another 
good  fellow.  By  the  way,  Ralph,  don't 
forget  to  shave  that  Charlie  Chaplin  off,  or 
the  Berkeley  co-eds  will  be  vamping  you. 

"Berkeley  Dick"  Holroyd  reports  that 
he  has  sold  his  almond  ranch.  Well,  Dick, 
we  will  miss  buying  our  Christmas 
almonds.  We  think,  though,  that  it  won't 
be  long  before  you  have  another,  as  the  call 
of  the  wild  still  remains  in  your  heart. 

Walter  and  Jack  Hansen  are  working 
circles  around  themselves  of  late.  It  seems 
Jack  has  been  practicing  that  little  motto 
which  reads  like  this,  "Early  to  work,  and 
late  to  quit."  Good  work,  Jack,  keep  it  up. 
We  are  with  you. 

We  are  gradually  getting  rid  of  the  mud 
and  dirt  caused  by  the  erection  of  the  new 
four-story  Telephone  Building,  adjacent  to 
ours. 

The  company  has  three  large  crews  lay- 
ing pipe  here,  among  which  are  P.  Shalley 
and  gang.  Pat  ( for  short )  is  working 
fifteen  men  laying  an  eight  inch  main  on 
Parker,  from  San  Pablo  to  Third  street. 
Frank  Andrino  has  forty  men  working,  run- 
ning a  sixteen  inch  main  on  Grant  street, 
from  Rose  south.  Angelo  Mercia  is  back 
in  Berkeley  again  with  a  gang  of  twenty 
men  laying  a  twelve  inch  line  on  Spruce, 
south  of  Rose. 

The  University  of  California  held  their 
annual  Axe  Rally.  It  was  some  rally, 
carried  along  on  the  idea  of  "U.  C.  Knows 
How!"  Visiting  teams  were  Washington 
and  Wisconsin  and  they  were  treated  to  a 
wonderful  evening's  entertainment,  con- 
sisting of  college  yells,  songs,  and  vaude- 
ville stunts. 

13 


April,  1925 


BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


ALAMEDA  DISTRICT 


Geo.  A.  McKean 

Correspondent 


BIG  things  are  on  foot  and  industrial 
history  is  in  the  making  in  the  East 
Bay  district.  A  list  of  both  proposed 
improvements  and  projects  that  have 
already  been  started,  include  such  under- 
takings as  bridging  the  bay,  a  tube  under 
the  estuary,  the  laying  out  and  developing 
of  wharfs  and  ter- 
minals and  the  con- 
sttuction  of  the 
South  Shore  High- 
way. The  carrying 
out  of  this  program 
will  mean  that  mil- 
lions of  dollars  will 
be  expended  in  the 
next  few  years.  Nor 
is  this  mere  booster 
propaganda,  for  at 
the  time  of  writing, 
work  on  the  tube 
has  started,  the  Bay 
Farm  Island  High- 
way, which  gives  a 
new  route  to  San  Leandro,  will  be  com- 
pleted by  October,  and  one  unit  of  the 
Alaska  Packers  wharves,  known  as  the 
Encinal  Terminal,  is  now  in  operation. 
This  leaves  only  one,  the  bridge  across  the 
bay,  to  be  heard  from,  and  from  the  latest 
reports,  private  capital  is  being  interested 
so  that  prospects  for  the  carrying  out  of 
this  immense  undertaking  look  bright.  It 
is  proposed  to  run  this  bridge  from  a  point 
in  San  Francisco  some  distance  south  of  the 
Ferry  Building  to  the  foot  of  Pacific  avenue 
in  Alameda,  connecting  there  with  roads 
running  over  Webster  street  and  through 
the  tunnel  to  Oakland,  also  there  would  be 
avenues  leading  to  the  new  road  that  is 
being  constructed  across  Bay  Farm  Island. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  the  construction  of 
this  bridge  will  prove  to  be  a  real  boon  to 
San  Francisco  motorists,  and  the  East  Bay 
cities  will  share  in  the  benefits  of  a  con- 
venient means  of  transportation  to  and 
from  the  city. 

The  Encinal  Terminals  which  are  located 
on  the  estuary  have  plans  for  extensions 
which  will  cost  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The 
past  plans  called  for  the  construction  of 
three  piers  at  a  cost  of  one  million  dollars 


each,  but  before  these  piers  were  completed 
the  demand  for  space  became  so  great  that 
the  company  decided  upon  the  construction 
of  more  wharves  which,  when  completed, 
will  add  two  and  one-half  miles  to  the 
waterfront  and  constitute  the  world's 
largest  shipping  plant. 

Another  large  industry  to  locate  on  the 
estuary  is  the  J.  H.  Baxter  Company.  This 
concern  whose  specialty  is  telephone  and 
telegraph  poles,  have  laid  out  a  yard  with 
spur  tracks  and  all  the  necessary  equip- 
ment for  creosoting  and  preparing  these 
poles  for  shipment.  There  are  at  present 
about  four  thousand  poles  on  hand,  which 
number  will  be  increased  as  quickly  as 
construction  in  the  yard  will  permit. 

"What's  all  this  talk  about  shortage  of 
water?"  says  Lewelling  Phillips,  foreman. 
"It  seems  to  me  that  I  have  had  nothing 
but,  since  starting,  excavating  little  ditches 
in  Alameda.  There's  water  to  right  of  me, 
water  to  the  left  and  water  underneath, 
and  as  if  that  weren't  enough,  it  starts  to 
rain  so  that  my  men  are  digging  ditches 
with  buckets."  Although  considerably 
handicapped  by  all  this  moisture,  Lewel- 
ling manages  to  go  cheerfully  about  his 
work  and  at  the  end  of  each  day  is  able  to 
report  that  there  is  a  satisfactory  addition 
to  the  Company's  ever  increasing  pipe 
lines.  It  might  be  mentioned  that  Lewel- 
ling is  foreman  in  charge  of  laying  about 
six  thousand  feet  of  six  inch  pipe  in  the 
east  end  of  town. 

A  very  enjoyable  time  was  had  at  the 
annual  dinner  given  by  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company  to  its  employees.  President 
Edgerton's  talk  on  the  water  situation  was 
very  interesting  and  instructive.  The  danc- 
ing which  was  an  enjoyable  feature  of  the 
evening  was  made  doubly  so  by  the  pres- 
ence of  so  much  feminine  loveliness. 

Neptune  Beach  has  opened  its  gates  for 
the  summer  season.  This  year  will  find 
many  new  additions,  such  as  a  new  swim- 
ming tank,  a  large  sandy  beach  and  cot- 
tages for  summer  vacationists.  The  addition 
of  the  cottages  will  now  make  it  possible 
for  the  folks  from  the  interior  to  spend  the 
summer  months  at  Neptune  by  the  Sea, 
where  the  cool  breezes  blow, 
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East  Bay  Water  Co. 


RICHMOND  DISTRICT 


John  L.  Rihn 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND  will  soon  have  its  Munici- 
pal Bath  House.  The  contract  has 
been  let  and  work  is  well  under  way. 
Ninety  thousand  dollars  is  to  be  spent  to 
give  our  people  another  place  for  recrea- 
tion. 

The  San  Francisco  Bridge  Company   is 

the  latest  concern  to 
locate  on  our  water- 
front. This  company 
has  acquired  thirty 
acres  of  land  facing 
the  harbor  and  is  now 
filling  the  same  to 
grade  with  a  suction 
dredger.  It  is  under- 
stood that  a  portion 
of  this  tract  will  be 
used  by  the  bridge 
company  and  the  bal- 
ance will  be  leased  to 
smaller  industries. 

The  trustees  of  the 
City  of  El  Cerrito  are 
now  working  on  an  extensive  street  im- 
provement and  fire  protection  program. 
Some  of  the  more  important  streets  that 
contracts  have  been  let  for  improvement 
are  Stockton,  Eureka,  Central,  Lexington 
and  Lincoln.  An  election  has  been  called 
to  vote  on  a  proposed  bond  issue  of 
$65,000.00  for  fire  houses  and  fire  fighting 
equipment.  The  trustees  are  now  investi- 
gating the  matter  of  installing  larger  water 
mains  throughout  the  territory  with  some 
eighty  or  ninety  fire  hydrants.  The  install- 
ation of  the  proposed  fire  fighting  equip- 
ment and  fire  hydrants  will  result  in  a 
material  saving  to  the  property  owners  in 
reduced  fire  insurance  rates. 

Pumping  from  the  Richmond  wells  was 
discontinued  on  March  1,  and  there  is  now 
some  hopes  for  Wendell  LaFranz  to  retain 
the  balance  of  his  hair. 

The  installation  of  new  mains  under  city 
contract,  for  fire  protection,  is  still  pro- 
gressing. Since  the  arrival  of  Foreman 
Dick  Tobin,  he  and  his  men  have  completed 
the  laying  of  over  20,000  feet  of  cast  iron 
pipe,  ranging  in  size  from  eight  to  twelve 
inches.  At  present,  Dick  is  working  on  the 
new  eight  inch  line  running  on  Fifth  street, 
Pennsylvania   avenue   and   Seventh   street, 


some  3,500  feet  to  be  installed  on  this  job. 

Foreman  B.  Betterton  and  men  are  now 
installing  the  six  inch  line  in  the  Mira 
Vista  district,  from  San  Pablo  avenue  to  a 
200,000  gallon  steel  tank  to  be  erected  in 
the  East  Richmond  hills.  This  tank  is  to 
be  situated  at  an  elevation  of  about  365 
feet  and  the  water  is  to  be  furnished  to  it 
by  a  booster  pump  to  be  installed  on 
Prather  avenue,  near  San  Pablo  avenue. 
The  completion  of  this  job  will  mean  a 
decided  improvement  to  the  system  in  this 
locality,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  accepted 
by  the  consumers  with  much  appreciation. 

The  girls  of  this  office  are  slowly  recu- 
perating from  two  sudden  and  severe 
shocks  to  which  they  have  been  subjected 
lately.  No  sooner  had  the  shock  of  "Sheik" 
Arthur  Perry's  appearance  on  the  scene 
been  forgotten  than  the  powers-that-be 
thrust  El  Seiior  Henry  Gutte  into  the  pic- 
ture. Mr.  Gutte  is  timekeeper  in  Mira 
Vista,  which  fact  makes  said  locality  a 
desirable  place  in  which  to  live.  If  you 
want  to  move,  move  to  Mira  Vista. 

Recent  inauguration  of  the  Yellow  Cab 
service  in  Richmond  lends  another  metro- 
politan air  to  our  city.  This  is  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  city  that  taxicabs, 
of  distinctive  color  and  make,  have  oper- 
ated here. 

We,  the  girls  of  the  Richmond  office,  do 
hereby  vehemently  express  our  feelings, 
resulting  from  the  perusal  of  "Our  Girls" 
in  the  last  issue  of  Bubbles. 

Women  may  be  invading  the  barber 
shops,  but  tell  us,  please  do,  what  about 
men  in  beauty  parlors?  We,  also,  find 
ourselves  compelled  to  use  poetry(?)  as  a 
medium  of  expression. 

HOW  ABOUT  OUR  BOYS? 

Where  is  the  He-man  of  yesteryear? 
The  real  man  who  knew  no  fear? 
Bell-shaped  trousers  and  fancy  cut  coats — 
YOU  certainly  are  the  tailors'  goats. 
Perfumed  ties,  mascara'd  eyes, 
Powdered  face,  underwear  with  lace — 
Why,  you'll  soon  be  using  rouge  and  such! 
But  do  we  love  you?    Oh,  no,  not  much! 

Come  again,  Mr.  Timekeeper,  but  please 
be  original  next  time.  We  read  "Our 
Girls"  in  Judge  a  year  ago. 
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Just  California 


'Twixt  the  seas  and  the  deserts, 

'Twixt  the  wastes  and  the  waves, 
Between  the  sands  of  buried  lands 

And  ocean's  coral  caves, 
It  lies  not  East  nor  West, 

But  like  a  scroll  unfurled, 
Where  the  hand  of  God  hath  hung  it, 

Down  the  middle  of  the  world. 

It  lies  where  God  hath  spread  it, 

In  the  gladness  of  His  eyes, 
Like  a  flame  of  jeweled  tapestry 

Beneath  His  shining  skies ; 
With  the  green  of  woven  meadows, 

And  the  hills  in  golden  chains, 
The  light  of  leaping  rivers, 

And  the  flash  of  poppied  plains. 

Days  rise  that  gleam  in  glory, 

Days  die  with  sunset's  breeze, 
While  from  Cathay  that  was  of  old 

Sail  countless  argosies; 
Morn  breaks  again  in  splendor 

O'er  the  giant,  new-born  West, 
But  of  all  the  lands  God  fashioned, 

Tis  this  land  is  the  best. 

Sun  and  dews  that  kiss  it, 

Balmy  winds  that  blow, 
The  stars  in  clustered  diadems, 

Upon  its  peaks  of  snow ; 
The  mighty  mountains  o'er  it, 

Below,  the  white  seas  swirled — - 
Just  California  stretching  down 
The  middle  of  the  world. 

— California  Real  Estate  Bulletin 
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East  Bay  Water  Co. 


FULL  SPEED  AHEAD  AT  UPPER  SAN  LEANDRO 


WORK  on  the  $3,000,000  Upper  San 
Leandro  Project,  which  is  now 
being  constructed  by  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company,  is  going  forward  at  full 
speed  with  every  indication  that  the  project 
will  be  completed  on  scheduled  time  early 
next  year. 

The  project  consists  of  a  reservor  six 
miles  long,  the  dam  185  feet  high  and  656 
feet  long,  a  diversion  tunnel  at  the  dam,  a 
supply  tunnel  running  beneath  the  East 
Oakland  hills  to  Oakland,  a  filtration  plant 
and  necessary  pipe  lines.  The  reservoir  will 
have  a  capacity  of  more  than  16,000,000,000 
gallons  of  water  and  is  designed  to  supply 
12,000,000  gallons  of  water  daily. 

With  excellent  working  conditions,  sound 
engineering  and  a  well  balanced  organiza- 
tion, work  on  the  erection  of  the  dam  has 
gone  forward  steadily,  until  now  the  huge 
earthen  structure  is  more  than  one-third 
completed. 

The  first  step  in  the  construction  of  the 
dam  was  the  driving  of  the  diversion  tunnel 


around  and  under  the  south  end  of  the  dam, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  away  flood 
water  during  the  winter  months,  while  the 
main  dam  was  being  erected.  At  the  intake 
of  the  tunnel,  a  large  circular  tower  of  con- 
crete was  erected. 

With  the  completion  of  the  diversion 
dam  and  excavations  for  the  foundations  of 
the  main  dam,  actual  hydraulic  operations 
started.  Pits  to  supply  material  for  dam 
construction  were  opened  on  the  hills 
above  the  dam  and  three  hydraulic  flumes 
constructed  from  these  pits.  Material  is 
washed  out  of  these  pits  by  hydraulic  proc- 
ess and  carried  to  the  dam,  where  it  is  so 
sluiced  into  position  as  to  build  up  a  fine 
clay  core  between  two  great  walls  of  earth 
and  rock.  This  clay  core  makes  the  dam 
impervious  to  water. 

The  main  dam,  when  completed,  will  be 
185  feet  in  height,  half  as  high  as  the  Oak- 
land City  Hall,  656  feet  long  at  the  crest, 
with  a  crest  width  of  75  feet  and  a  base 
width  of   1150  feet.     This  base  width   or 
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San  Leandro  Dam  from  the  Downstream  Side,  Showing  Flumes 
and  Clay  Puddle  Core 


thickness  of  the  clam  is  equal  to  four  ordin- 
ary city  blocks,  or  the  distance  from  Four- 
teenth and  Broadway  to  and  including 
Hotel  Oakland,  measured  along  Fourteenth 
Street.  When  completed,  the  dam  will 
contain  about  1,260,000  cubic  yards  of 
material. 

The  reservoir  is  located  approximately 
six  miles  up  stream  from  the  Chabot  dam, 
and  seven  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Hay- 
ward  on  the  Hayward-Moraga  road,  and 
about  fifteen  miles  southeast  of  Oakland. 

The  second  big  job  on  the  Upper  San 
Leandro  Project  was  the  driving  of  the 
supply  tunnel  through  the  East  Oakland 
hills.  The  tunnel  has  been  completed  and 
crews  are  now  at  work  installing  the  con- 
crete lining.  This  supply  tunnel  was  driven 
from  the  reservoir  direct  to  the  distribution 
system.  The  inlet  of  the  tunnel  is  located 
in  Redwood  Creek,  more  than  two  miles 
above  the  dam  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
above  the  Redwood  School  at  the  junction 
of  Redwood  road  and  Moraga  road.  The 
supply  tunnel  is  7155  feet  long,  nearly  1^ 
miles.  The  driving  of  this  tunnel  was 
carried  forward  with  crews  working  from 
each  end  of  the  bore, 


The  tunel  has  a  cross-sectional  area  of 
about  thirty  square  feet,  sufficient  to  permit 
the  passage  of  a  small  automobile,  and 
large  enough  to  allow  a  flow  of  about 
100,000,000  gallons  of  water  daily.  A  con- 
crete control  tower  will  be  erected  at  the 
reservoir  end  of  the  tunnel,  to  regulate  the 
flow  of  water  to  the  filtration  plant. 

The  third  big  unit  of  the  project  is  the 
filtration  plant.  Excavation  has  been  com- 
pleted for  the  plant,  and  buildings  to  house 
filters  and  necessary  equipment  are  being 
erected. 

The  filtration  plant  will  be  of  the 
modern  rapid  sand  type  with  a  capacitv  of 
12,000,000  gallons  daily.  The  plant  will 
consist  of  an  aerator,  mixing  channels, 
sedimentation  basins,  filters  and  clear  water 
reservoir.  The  filtration  plant  will  be  prac- 
tically the  same  in  design  and  construction 
as  the  San  Pablo  filter  plant,  which  has 
been  in  successful  operation  for  the  past 
five  years. 

Our  company  secured  the  best  water 
purification  authorities  obtainable  to  design 
this  new  plant.  Architecturally,  the  filter 
plant  will  be  a  thing  of  beauty  and  will  be 
a  distinct  asset  to  the  community. 
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CIVIC  ENTHUSIASM 

IN  any  fast  growing  city  we  are  apt  to  find 
citizens  who  feel  a  strong  enthusiastic 
loyalty  for  their  own  community.  The 
residents  feel  that  they  have  a  common 
bond  enlisting  them  in  a  joint  effort  for  the 
good  of  the  community.  A  tie  of  mutual 
interest  binds  the  people  together  and  they 
manifest  their  warmth  of  civic  sentiment  at 
every  opportunity.  They  boost  it  on  their 
travels  and  make  it  appear  as  an  extremely 
attractive  city  and  people  are  impressed  by 
this  loyal  devotion. 

The  sentiment  which  such  people  show 
for  their  community  is  a  force  that  creates 
a  certain  reputation.  After  a  city  has 
acquired  a  name  for  itself,  its  fame  tends 
to  spread  and  enlarge  and  it  seems  to  giow 
without  much  effort. 

If  the  residents  of  a  city  are  disposed  to 
dwell  on  its  achievements  and  advantages 
it  must  show  a  healthv  growth. 


MONEY  AND  HAPPINESS 

Recently  we  heard  the  remark,  "The 
basis  of  all  happiness  is  money." 

When  we  get  nothing  more  than  money 
out  of  our  work  our  appreciation  of  life  is 
negligible.  There  is  no  denying  the  fact 
that  all  of  us  must  work  in  this  world  and 
we  might  just  as  well  reap  all  the  happi- 
ness out  of  it  that  we  can.  Constantly 
whining  about  your  health  or  how  much 
you  have  to  do  gets  on  the  nerves  of  your 
fellow-workers.  Be  glad  that  you  are  able 
to  work — if  not,  take  the  trouble  to  look 
about  you  and  observe  the  misfortune  of 
others.  You  will  then  appreciate  how  well 
off  you  are. 


A  HINT  TO  ALL  LETTER  WRITERS 
The  Beggars 

They  beg  to  inquire,  and  they  beg  to  state, 

They  beg  to  advise  and  they  beg  to  relate; 

They  beg  to  observe  and  they  beg  to  men- 
tion, 

They  beg  to  call  your  kind  attention; 

They  beg  to  remark  and  they  beg  to  remind, 

They  beg  to  inform  and  you'll  herein  find; 

They  beg  to  announce  and  they  beg  to  in- 
trude, 

They  beg  to   explain   and  they  beg  to   in- 
clude, 

They  beg  to  acknowledge  and  they  beg  to 
reply, 

They  reluctantly  beg  for  a  moment  of  time, 

They  beg  to  submit  you  an  offer  sublime; 

Till  I  wish  I  could  put  the  annoying  array 

Of   beggars    on    horseback    and    send    'em 
away. 
— Carolyn  Wells,  in  February  Exchange. 


GOOD  WILL 

Good  will  is  the  disposition  of  the  well 
pleased  customer  to  return  to  the  place 
where  he  has  been  well  treated. 

— U.  S.  Supreme  Court. 


CORRECT 

The  teacher  was  examining  a  class  in 
physiology:  "Lucy,  will  you  tell  us  what 
is  the  function  of  the  stomach?" 

"The  function  of  the  stomach,"  the  little 
girl  answered,  "is  to  hold  up  the  petticoat." 
— United  Railways  Bulletin. 
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Here  is  the  correct  answer  to  the  cross  word 

jzzle   published   in    the  April,   1925    issue   of 

lbblfs.    The  many  answers  received  indicates 

at  all  were  interested.    No  one  submitted  the 

correct  solution. 
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The  Cross  Word  Puzzle 
Editor,  after  carefully 
comparing  all  answers 
uith  the  original,  pre- 
pared by  Miss  Eggerth, 
reports  that  Miss  Elsie 
Cooper,  Central  Billing 
Bureau,  came  nearer  to 
the  correct  answer  than 
any  other  contestant. 

The  Richmond  office 
has  decided  to  award 
Elsie  with  a  box  of  candy, 
value  $5.00,  as  a  conso- 
lation prize. 

Congratulations,  Elsie' 
Step  forward,  please,  re- 
ceive your  candy  and  bow. 
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"What  do  you  know  about  this  young 
man  you  are  going  out  with?"  asked  her 
old-fashioned  dad. 

"That  he  has  a  swell  car  and  plenty  of 
dough!"  snapped  the  daughter. 


Henry  Ford  has  bought  the  old  Concord 
coach.  In  its  day,  another  rattling  good 
vehicle. 


You  should  think  of  the  future. 
I   can't.     It's  my   girl's  birthday  and    I 
have  to  think  of  the  present. 


"What     would     a     nation     be     without 

mien  i 

"A  stagnation.  I  guess." 


The  mosquito  is  like  a  child.  When  he 
stops  making  a  noise  you  know"  he  is  get- 
tine  into  something. 


An  article  in  a  contemporary  tells  us 
how  to  keep  young.  But  with  this  housing 
shortage  the  difficulty  is  to  know  where  to 
keep  them. 
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"BUBBLES"  from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA -RICHMOND 
CORPORATION   YARD 


GENERAL      OFFICES.  —  Many 
employees  of  the  company  will  be 
sorry    to    learn    of    the    death    of 
George  Caya  which  occurred  recently. 

John   Hunter  is  enjoying   a  vacation  in 
the  north. 

Max  Carash  is  going  to  buy  a  pair  of 
overalls  before  he 
tackles  any  more  of 
the  stock  room  dust. 
He  believes  in 
spring  office  clean- 
ing. 

Mrs.  Ida  Gibson 
has  a  new  twinkler, 
and  during  the  re- 
cent holiday  enjoyed 
a  trip  to  Monterey 
with  Adelaide  Mellis 
and  Mable  Savage. 

Brenda  Bliss  has 
returned  and  reports 
a    pleasant    time    at 

Strawberry,     where  Correspondent 

she  spent  her  vacation. 


The  Tuesday  Swimming  Club  reports 
at  the  "Y"  regularly.  Up  to  the  present 
time  Mable  Savage  takes  the  prize  for 
progress,  but  Marian  Schwartz,  for  an 
Oregonian,  can  teach  some  of  the  Cali- 
fornia girls  how  to  cut  through  the  water 
with  grace  and  speed. 

Helen  Bauer  had  an  enjoyable  trip  to 
Yosemite  on  May  30th. 

Harrv  Calhoun  has  been  granted  leave 
of  absence  for  a  month.  This  in  addition 
to  his  two  weeks  vacation.  Harry  evidentlv 
likes  the  surroundings  in  Oregon. 

Messrs.  Klaus,  Magerstadt  and  Hawley 
are  showing  some  progress  on  the  Berkeley 
Country  Club  golf  grounds.  Maggie  and 
George,  a  la  Mutt  and  Jeff,  are  some  team 
on  the  golf  links.  They  are  running  Fred 
a  merry  chase.  Both  Maggie  and  George 
are  very  much  pepped  up  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  are  playing  pretty  well.  Fred 
likes  to  sleep  on  Sundav  morning,  but  the 
last  time  out,  due  to  his  force  and  style,  hit 
some  good  drives  and  his  interest  in  the 
game  has  revived  considerably. 


THEIR  SUNtW  GftMb 
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Neil  M.  Cecil  is  again  with  us  in  the 
main  office.  He  has  been  at  Berryman 
reservoir  during  the  process  of  relining. 

Mable  Savage  has  returned  after  enjoy- 
ing a  two  weeks  rest. 

Myrtle  Reimers  and  her  shadow,  Blos- 
som Tabor,  have  returned  from  Yosemite 
and  report  a  perfect  time  as  usual. 

Ethel  Aronson  has  acquired  a  new 
"twinkler,"  so  she  does  not  come  to  the 
main  office  any  more.  Good-bye,  Ethel,  we 
used  to  enjoy  your  visits. 

Helen  Bauer  left  on  the  29th  of  June  for 
her  vacation. 

Harry  Reinhardt  has  been  spending  the 
week-ends  in  Carmel.  No  matter  how  much 
rain  we  have  Harry  likes  to  be  on  the  job 
every  Monday  morning. 

Paul  Magerstadt  has  a  new  suit  'n  knick- 
ers to  go  with  it  'n  everything.  We  must 
have  one  Beau  Brummel  in  the  engineering 
department. 

W.  R.  "Billy"  Armstrong,  father  of 
Helen  P.  Armstrong,  Stenographic  and 
Files  Division,  General  Office,  died  June 
11th.  We  extend  deepest  sympathy  to  the 
family.  Billy's  smiling  face  will  be  missed. 
He  visited  us  frequently  and  sort  of 
belonged  to  our  organization.  We  will 
always  remember  his  kindly  ways  and  the 
interest  he  displayed  in  our  affairs. 

On  Monday,  June  29th,  twenty-three  of 
Grace  Lahr's  girl  friends  surprised  her  in 
her  new  home  on  Grand  avenue  and  pre- 
sented her  with  many  beautiful  gifts. 
Grace  is  now  Mrs.  J.  P.  Fieberling  and  we 
congratulate  both  bride  and  groom  and 
wish  for  them  true  happiness. 

Mr.  Harry  Calhoun  is  taking  a  month's 
leave  of  absence  and  will  stay  in  the  wilds 
for  that  length  of  time. 

Miss  Anna  Bruggere,  comptometer  oper- 
ator, has  left  our  employ  to  accept  a  posi- 
tion in  Berkeley.  Her  sister,  Miss  Belle 
Bruggere,  is  filling  the  position. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Sedgwick  is  enjoying  a  much 
needed  rest  near  Reno.  He  will  have  some 
choice  fish  stories  to  relate  upon  his  return. 

Messrs.  Stewart,  Barry  and  Agnew  spent 
their  vacation  in  Yosemite.  Harry  Agnew 
could  not  get  away  from  the  sight  of  water 
so  sat  on  a  bench  and  gazed  into  the  swim- 
ming pool.  Dave  Barry  was  the  summer 
sheik  at  Yosemite  Lodge,  and  returned  with 
tired  feet.  He  was  much  in  demand  as  a 
dancing  partner. 


Mr.  Albert  Lowe  has  been  employed  as  a 
rodman  on  the  Upper  San  Leandro  Project, 
and  W.  J.  Orouke  is  a  new  pumper  at  East 
29th  street. 

About  sixty  friends  of  Miss  Dorothy 
Nielsen  surprised  her  with  a  shower 
recently.  That  many  beautiful  and  useful 
gifts  would  make  any  bride  to  be  happy. 

Miss  Mable  Savage  has  left  us  to  return 
to  her  own  home  town — Minneapolis.  We 
will  miss  her  around  the  office  but  feel  that 
the  call  of  California  will  bring  her  back 
to  us  soon. 

Herbert  Wyman  noticed  the  word  "Pay- 
Roll"  on  his  check  and  remarked:  "Yes; 
my  pay  sure  rolls." 

The  main  office  of  the  Company  has  been 
painted  and  redecorated.  The  entire  four 
floors  look  spic  and  span  and  for  at  least  a 
month  we  will  all  try  to  keep  them  that 
way. 

Oakland  Business  Office.  —  The  glad 
tidings  have  been  broadcasted,  in  the  news- 
papers, that  a  high  building  is  to  be  erected 
on  the  vacant  lot  at  the  northwest  corner 
of  Sixteenth  and  Telegraph.  Hooray!  It 
seems  that  this  was  a  scar  on  the  neighbor- 
hood and  out  of  line  to  have  this  piece  of 
idle  land  in  such  a  prosperous  district; 
however,  the  march  of  progress  cannot  be 
stopped  and  when  action  was  taken  it  was 
worth  while  for  it  is  understood  that  the 
building  to  be  erected  will  be  many  stories 
in  height  and  of  a  design  that  will  be  a 
credit  to  the  City  of  Oakland.  Congratula- 
tions and  best  wishes  to  the  promoters  of 
this  worthy  enterprise. 

Leona  Atkinson  started  the  1925  vaca- 
tion season.  She  took  a  flying  start  to  Paso 
Robles  to  pay  her  folks  a  visit  and  to  renew 
old  acquaintances.  Blossom  Taber  and 
Anna  Machado  followed  her  lead  and  are 
taking  the  rest  cure  for  that  tired  feeling. 
Others  will  follow  in  order  and  are  looking 
forward  to  the  time  when  it  comes  their 
turn. 

Evelyn  Corey  and  E'Lane  Parker  are 
substituting  during  the  vacation  period  and 
have  taken  hold  of  the  work  nicely. 

"Bob"  Elliott  recently  lost  his  father. 
We  extend  sincere  sympathy  to  him  and 
the  family  during  these  sad  hours  of 
bereavement. 

Cards  have  been  received  from  Clara 
Ziegler  (nee  Faneuf),  mailed  at  various 
eastern  cities.    She  states  that  she  is  having 


June,  1925 


BUBBLES 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


a  glorious  time,  but  the  heat  has  been 
awful.  We  can  well  believe  this  from  the 
reports  of  the  weather  man  regarding  the 
climate  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rockies. 
Best  wishes  to  Clara  and  her  husband  for 
a  pleasant  trip  and  safe  return  to  balmy 
California. 

Marjorie  Wellman  has  recovered  from 
her  recent  operation  and  is  improving 
nicely.  She  is  unable,  as  yet,  to  resume 
her  duties  in  the  office  but  expects  to  return 
in  the  near  future. 

Mabel  Smith,  a  former  employee,  and 
Lucille  Ward  fnee  Holtkamp),  also  of  the 
"old  gang,"  are  back  in  the  office.  Both  of 
them  rendered  faithful  and  efficient  service 
in  the  past  and,  no  doubt,  will  continue  the 
good  work  in  the  future. 

Grace  Lahr  will  leave  the  service  on  the 
first  of  July  for  the  more  strenuous  duties 
of  housewife.  She  will  go  with  pleasant 
thoughts  of  the  happy  hours  she  spent  with 
her  office  associates  and  with  appreciation 
for  the  kindly  consideration  of  the  Com- 
pany during  the  period  of  her  employment. 

Norman  Doyle  is  now  the  proud  father 
of  a  Doyle,  Jr.  They  named  him  William, 
but  that's  too  long,  so  when  Norman  looks 
a  little  tired  in  the  morning  the  general 
inquiry  is  "How's  Billy?"  Best  wishes  and 
congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doyle. 

Julia  Klinge  is  quite  figity  lately.  She 
contracted  a  busy  case  of  poison  oak  and  is 
very  much  tickled  over  it. 

Damon  (Joy)  and  Pythias  (Burbank) 
took  their  vacation  period  together.  They 
cranked  up  their  steeds  and  went  to  Sonora, 
from  which  point  all  further  trace  is  lost. 
They  may  have  gone  prospecting,  or 
worked  a  still,  but  until  the  detectives 
report  their  doings  will  be  shrouded  in 
mystery. 

"Bill"  Walton  and  "Doc"  Gray  are  sub- 
stituting in  the  Collection  Department  dur- 
ing the  vacation  period,  and  Chief  Abe 
reports  that  all  is  well.     So  be  it,  Amen! 

Not  to  be  outdone,  the  meter  readers  are 
arranging  for  their  vacations.  George 
Pennebake  is  being  introduced  to  the  work 
and  will  help  out  during  the  pinch. 

The  smiling  countenances  of  Messrs. 
Crafts,  Rihn,  and  Boyd  are  often  seen  in 
this  office,  but  mysterious  MacKean's  is 
shy.  It  may  be  that  he  comes  and  goes  so 
quietly  that   he  passes   unobserved. 


Central  Billing  Bureau.  —  Vacation 
season  is  upon  us  again.  That  grand  and 
glorious  feeling  to  get  away  for  two  weeks 
from  the  buzz,  grind  and  office  deportment. 
Hazel  Forkey  broke  the  list  enjoying  her- 
self in  the  southland  during  the  Shriners' 
Convention.  She  voted  her  ocean  trip  and 
stay  in  Los  Angeles  the  best  ever.  May  all 
those  who  follow  report  that  this  was  their 
best  year's  vacation. 

Helen  Kelley  filled  in  very  capably  for 
Hazel  Forkey  during  the  latter's  vacation. 
Flora  Cuneo  assumed  Miss  Kelley 's  duties 
and  filled  this  position  very  efficiently. 
This  was  due  to  an  emergency  caused  by 
the  sudden  illness  of  Ruby  Brandt  who  was 
stricken  with  appendicitis.  We  are  glad  to 
hear  that  she  had  a  successful  operation 
and  hope  for  a  speedy  recovery. 

It  is  with  regret  that  Dorothy  Foster 
leaves  us  to  assume  other  duties  in  her 
home  town,  Stockton.  She  has  be3n  doing 
efficient  work  and  we  wish  her  every  suc- 
cess in  her  new  duties. 

Lillian  Dow  has  measured  up  very  ably 
to  her  position  in  the  department.  We  are 
glad  that  circumstances  annexed  her  from 
the  Alameda  District  Office.  Your  loss, 
Mac! 

Evelyn  Hussey,  a  new  arrival  in  the 
department,  is  taking  an  enthusiastic  in- 
terest in  the  work  during  the  short  time 
that  she  has  been  with  us.  Word  reaches 
us  that  Hazel  Mundell  is  enjoying  herself 
so  much  in  the  Islands  she  is  reluctant  to 
return  to  Oakland. 

Marion  Schwartz  is  planning  her  vaca- 
tion with  relatives  and  friends  in  Portland. 
If  they  will  be  as  glad  to  see  her  as  we  are 
to  have  her  with  us  we  know  that  she  will 
have  a  most  enjoyable  and  profitable  vaca- 
tion. 

Will  Edith  Harrington  and  Lucile  Small 
take  their  radios  with  them  on  their  vaca- 
tions this  year?  Lucile  will  if  she  gets 
her's  fixed. 

Nell  Voigt  will  spend  her  vacation  tak- 
ing local  trips.  Perhaps  Sacramento  will 
be  a  lure  for  Zetta  Dunstan. 

Our  chief,  John  Larson,  has  been  on  the 
jump  the  past  month  due  to  a  number  of 
emergencies  arising.  Then  to  add  the  fin- 
ishing touches  John  supervised  the  paint- 
ing and  tinting  work  throughout  the  build- 
ing. He  also  found  time  to  take  a  few 
days'  rest  near  Los  Angeles. 
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OUR  record  is  still  intact.  The  stork 
again  visited  the  homes  of  two  of 
our  men.  Jack  Griffin  is  the  proud 
daddy  of  a  baby  girl,  and  the  wise  old  bird 
deposited  a  boy  at  the  home  of  J.  Paladini. 

H.  Lord,  timekeeper,  was  run  down  by  a 
drunken  woman  in  San  Leandro  and  sus- 
tained lacerations 
about  the  body. 

Wm.  Schlinker 
dropped  a  two-inch 
curb  cock  on  his 
foot  and  broke  his 
big  toe.  The  injury 
was  rather  painful 
and  will  probably 
keep  him  away  from 
the  plant  for  a 
couple  of  weeks. 

Louie  Farr ell's 
costume  for  the  hot 
days  consisted  of  a 
black  and  white 
checkered  suit,  a 
pair  of  light  tan  shoes  and  sox  to  match. 
This  outfit  was  crowned  with  an  elaborate 
straw  hat,  and  the  combination  from  the 
writer's  standpoint  would  leave  a  dark 
brown  taste  in  a  Southern  Louisiana 
darkey's  mouth. 

Wot  ho,  the  guard!  We  have  a  new 
Beau  Brummel  in  the  timekeeping  staff: 
Jack  Francis,  our  newest  timekeeper,  is  the 
boy  that  wins  the  fur  lined  bathtub  for 
being  the  best  dressed  timekeeper.  Jack's 
various  suits  of  clothes  cause  all  our  other 
fashion  plates  to  keep  to  the  background. 
The  argument  taking  place  now  is  who  is 
the  most  portly,  Jack  or  Claire  (Centi- 
meter) Belding. 

Superintendent  Stevens  has  added  a  new 
clerk  to  his  staff.  Miss  Esther  Heidekker 
has  taken  the  position  formerly  held  by 
Miss  Anderson  who  left  for  Minneapolis. 
Mr.  Zimmerman  spends  much  of  his  time 
gazing  across  the  desk,  whereas  he  used  to 
spend  most  of  his  time  out  in  the  yard. 

Several  of  the  fellows  have  suffered 
minor  accidents,  but  most  of  them  are  back 
on  the  job  again. 

Hank  Gutte,  the  boy  who  has  his  upper 
lip  decorated  with  one  of  those  things,  took 
his  cap  off  in  the  foreman's  room  the  other 
day.    As  soon  as  he  had  removed  the  head- 


gear a  large  moth  flew  out  of  his  hair. 
This  caused  someone  to  remark  that  they 
always  wanted  to  know  what  made  his  hair 
so  sparse  and  now  they  knew — it  was  moth- 
eaten. 

Esther  Swan  and  Miss  Pilotti  have  lately 
been  spending  much  of  their  time  discuss- 
ing the  relative  merits  of  Kentucky  and 
Berryessa  as  permanent  places  of  abode. 

Esther  Swan  went  to  Los  Angeles  over 
Decoration  day.  She  left  here  in  a 
machine  and  had  to  return  on  the  train. 
The  driver  of  the  car  had  an  accident  while 
down  there  and  could  not  drive  back. 

Duke  Standiford  still  spends  his  week- 
ends in  Pinole.  He  says  he  spends  a  lot  of 
time  there  because  he  has  more  of  that  than 
anything  else. 

Fred  Kitchen,  LeRoy  West  and  Carl 
Forgey  are  now  the  proud  possessors  of 
new  sedans.  Most  of  the  above  fellows  are 
contemplating  trips  in  their  new  cars  dur- 
ing the  summer. 

Dick  Zeiner  says  that  he  does  not  like 
all  foreigners.  He  once  liked  all  kinds  of 
them,  but  no  more. 

Mrs.  (Superintendent)  Farrell  is  leaving 
next  week  for  a  month's  vacation  at  La 
Honda.  Louie  claims  he  will  be  a  free 
man  for  a  month  and  has  been  inviting 
some  of  the  boys  up  to  the  house,  already. 

Miss  O'Connor,  Andy  Gawley's  fiancee, 
has  decided  that  she  will  not  be  a  June 
bride,  and  Andy  has  had  to  cancel  his  vaca- 
tion date  until  further  notice. 

A  few  weeks  ago  there  was  an  extremely 
low  tide  and  many  of  the  fellows  went  up 
to  Tomales  Bay  after  abalones  and  clams. 
Amongst  those  who  went  were  Ray  Lange, 
Tony  Musio,  Paul  Paulson,  Frank  Cressy, 
and  Bill  Flinner.  Blaine  Becker  and 
Mickey  (Himself)  O'Brien  spent  Saturday 
night  at  Cotati  and  went  to  Tomales  on 
Sunday  morning.  Every  one  enjoyed  the 
trip  despite  the  weather,  and  all  brought 
home  limits  of  abalone. 

Paul  Paulson,  our  genial  Piedmont  fore- 
man, is  again  with  us  after  a  severe  attack 
of  the  flu.  Paul  says  that  he  is  now  a  much 
better,  but  a  thinner  man. 

Marilla  Williams  says  she  still  dislikes 
all  men,  but  the  writer  thinks  not  as  much 
as  she  used  to. 
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Joey  Green  wishes  to  announce  to  those 
who  do  not  know,  and  also  to  those  who 
do  not  care,  that  he  is  now  a  very  proper 
married  man  and  cannot  accept  invitations 
to  go  out  "on  parties"  any  more. 

The  writer  plans  on  spending  his  vaca- 
tion visiting  his  parents  at  their  home  in 
New  York. 

Mrs.  Arronsen  (Ethel  Gillen)  has  pur- 
chased a  Star  car  and  the  first  day  she 
drove  it  alone  she  almost  wore  out  one  of 
the  office  maps  charting  out  a  route  home 
that  would  avoid  all  the  heavy  traffic  cross- 
ings on  San  Pablo  avenue. 
Heard  in  the  "On  and  Off"  Department 

Superintendent   Farrell :     "So 
your   vacation    in   August,    do 
Going  to  get  married?" 

Fred  Brownell:    "Yeh!" 

Fred  Kitchen:  "Ah!  What  do  youse 
guys  want  to  get  married  for,  anyhow, 
have  to  take  home  your  check  every  pay 
day  and  can't  go  out  nights  or  "nuthin.'  " 

Fred  Brownell:  "Got  that  all  fixed.  I 
get  out  every  Wednesday  night  to  go  to  the 
fights." 

Superintendent  Farrell  (scratching  his 
head)  :  "Oh,  Gosh!  Married  and  paying 
good  money  to  see  a  fight." 


you  want 
you    Fred? 


We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  the 
family  of  William  Hale.  Bill  was  one  of 
the  most  liked  foremen  the  Company  ever 
had. 

And  now  may  I  reply  to  the  caustic 
remarks  that  some  one  in  the  Richmond 
Office  penned  about  our  boys?  You  say, 
"Where  is  our  he-man  of  yester-year?" 
May  I,  in  this  instance,  answer  by  asking 
a  question?  Where  is  our  old-fashioned 
"Miss" — the  girl  whose  knowledge  of  cos- 
metics was  limited  to  pinching  her  cheeks 
to  bring  out  that  natural  color  that  made 
her  so  enhancing;  the  girl  who  still  wore 
her  hair;  the  girl  who  neither  smoked  nor 
drank;  the  girl  who  still  wore  modest 
clothes;    in  all,  a  girl  like  our  mothers? 

Now  you  also  say  that  men  find  business 
in  beauty  parlors.  This  may  be  true  in 
rare  instances,  but  when  you  speak  of  men 
as  a  whole  you  should  take  them  as  an 
average.  Statistics  show  us  that  sixty-five 
per  cent  of  girls  between  the  ages  of 
fourteen  and  twenty-three  have  their  hair 
bobbed,  and  I  dare  say  that  if  one  were  to 
pick  out  one  hundred  men  at  random  on 
the  street  one  would  not  find  two  per  cent 
of  that  hundred  that  visited  beauty  shops. 
Neither  do  we  affect  women's  clothing,  nor 
their  habits  as  I  have  seen  many  girls  do. 


The  Berkeley  Plunge 
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VACATION  time  is  drawing  near,  and 
we  can  listen  in  on  our  office  radio, 
and  hear  various  plans  daily.     We 
hope  they  all  tune  true  to  form. 

Kathryn  Gede  returned  from  a  two 
weeks  sojourn  in  Butte  county.  She  has 
become  quite  an  angler,  but  said  the  water 
was  too  high,  and 
the  fish  would  not 
bite.  She  tried  all 
kinds  of  bait,  but  to 
no  avail.  Methinks 
she  did  not  use  the 
right  kind,  so  Kath- 
ryn, try  Cupid's 
spear  the  next  time! 
Hazel  Hooper  said 
if  Father  Ricard's 
prediction  came 
true,  she  would  not 
go  on  her  vacation. 
Hazel  likes  Merced. 
We  wonder  why. 

Berkeley  Office  is 
budding  forth  with  a  full-fledged  chorus. 
One  of  these  days  we  are  going  to  surprise 
everyone  and  put  on  a  regular  vaudeville 
stunt.  Electa  Musgrave,  Isabel  McGregor, 
and  Nellie  Knox  will  constitute  our  main 
attraction.  The  same  trio  are  quite  pro- 
ficient in  the  art  of  clog  dancing.  Electa 
has  never  danced  for  us,  why  we  do  not 
know,  but  Nellie  and  Isabel  have  given  us 
many  a  thrill,  not  because  they  are  not 
clever,  but  because  they  are. 

There  is  a  bet  up  that  whoever  can  entice 
Marian  Illich  into  the  water  wins  a  dollar. 
She  has  invested  in  two  bathings  caps,  so 
we  are  wondering  who  the  lucky  person 
will  be. 

Harriet  Merriam  is  in  a  wonderful  frame 
of  mind  lately.  Probably  this  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  Paul  is  home  now,  and  that  means 
a  whole  lot. 

Pots  and  pans  reigned  supreme  at  the 
kitchen  shower  given  in  honor  of  our 
stenographer,  Eleanor  Bates,  Wednesday 
night,  June  3,  1925.  The  party  was  plan- 
ned as  a  surprise  for  the  bride-to-be,  and 
proved  all  the  more  delightful  on  that 
account.  After  the  gifts  had  been  opened 
Messrs.  Gray  and  Walton  are  filling 
their  places  like  old  timers. 


Florence  Dias  looks  pretty  tired  these 
days,  and  no  wonder,  Florence,  that  trip 
from  East  Oakland  is  enough  to  tire  any 
one.     Better  move  to  Berkeley. 

"The  morning  after  the  night  before,"  at 
the  dancing  class,  Electa  Musgrave's  list  of 
cash  to  Harriet  Meriam  from  the  bank 
reads  as  follows: 

1  roll    of  guarters 

2  rolls  of  dines 

2  rolls  of  nichels 
5  rolls  of  bennies 

Ralph  Boyd  has  been  under  the  doctor's 
care  lately  with  that  same  eye  again.  We 
hope,  Ralph,  this  will  be  the  last  siege. 

Jack  Hansen  contemplates  a  trip  back 
east,  to  his  old  home  in  Michigan.  He  has 
been  away  for  five  years,  so  it's  about  time 
he  was  paying  them  a  visit. 

Walter  Stoddard  said,  "Me  for  the 
springs,  where  I  can  boil  out  and  rest 
None  of  your  mountain  trails  and  hikes.  I 
have  enough  exercise  in  running  the  steps 
on  delinquent  accounts. 

Abe  Solomon,  with  his  boys,  gave  this 
office  the  best  clean-up  it  has  had  in  many 
moons.  They  covered  the  ground  in  four 
days,  which  is  going  some,  considering  the 
added  growth  of  the  community.  Hats  off 
to  Abie  and  the  boys! 

Thaddeus  Joy  and  Luther  Burbank  are 
away  on  their  respective  vacations.  Thadd 
is  touring  Tuolumne  county,  searching  for 
some  of  Bret  Harte's  fables  and  landmarks 
of  early  days.  Luther  is  trying  out  his 
John  Henry  on  the  high  altitudes  of 
Yosemite  valley.  We  hope  they  enjoy 
themselves. 

William  Blais  drew  up  the  other  day, 
and  gave  us  a  surprise  in  the  way  of  a 
brand  new  Nash  sedan.  Some  class,  Billy. 
Santa  Rosa  won't  look  so  far  away  now! 

Bud  Terry,  our  meter  changer,  paid  us  a 
visit  the  other  day.  By  the  way,  Bud, 
maybe  you  can  fathom  this  complaint.  A 
consumer  writes  that  our  meter  needs  some 
oil,  or  something,  as  it  makes  a  noise 
which  sounds  like  a  dying  calf,  when  the 
water  is  running.  Call  around,  Bud,  and 
we  will  give  you  her  address. 

Tom  Williams,  our  meter  reader,  said  he 
saw  a  woman  watering  the  lawn,  on  his 
route,  and  she  had  an  umbrella  up.  Guess 
that  accounts  for  the  high  consumption. 
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BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  in  writing  to 
a  friend  made  the  statement  that 
nothing  is  certain  but  death  and 
taxes;  and  for  an  era  the  world  has  ex- 
pressed itself  in  the  words  of  this  proverb 
to  emphasize  the  fact  that  outside  of  the 
above  two  events  one  cannot  be  sure  of 
anything.  Now,  just 
one  hundred  and 
forty  years  after, 
along  comes  the 
little  city  of  Ala- 
meda and  with  one 
stroke  of  the  pen, 
figuratively  speak-' 
ing,  eliminates  the 
taxes,  leaving  death 
as  the  last  word  in 
certainty.  However, 
this  is  only  in  Ala- 
meda, the  rest  of  the 
world  will  have  to 
bear  up  as  usual  Geo.  A.  McKean 
under   their   burden  correspondent 

and  live  in  hopes  that  some  day  they  may 
be  fortunate  enough  to  own  a  little  home  in 
this  tax  exempt  community. 

Of  course  this  taxless  condition  will  not 
be  brought  about  over  night,  as  such  an 
innovation  takes  time,  but  by  the  gradual 
development  of  plans,  which  call  for  the 
building  of  a  bulkhead,  and  the  reclaiming 
of  over  five  thousand  acres  of  waterfront 
land,  the  City  of  Alameda  will  eventually 
become  the  possessor  of  wharves  and 
factory  sites,  the  revenue  from  which  will 
be  used  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  city 
government. 

Although  this  undertaking  is  a  huge  and 
expensive  proposition,  it  is  proposed  to 
develop  it  in  units  so  that  the  financing  of 
it  will  come  well  within  the  city's  bonding 
capacity. 

"Woodman  spare  that  tree! 

Touch  not  a  single  bough. 

In  youth  it  sheltered  me 

And  I'll  protect  it  now." 

The  above  stanza  aptly  describes  the 
attitude  of  some  of  our  citizens  in  regard 
to  several  eucalyptus  trees  which  are 
scheduled  to  be  removed  to  make  room  for 
the  new  high  school  building.  The  trees 
have  a  history  as  they  are  the  original  ones 
brought  over  here  from  Australia  by  the 


Reverend  Taylor  in  1874.  All  the  other 
eucalyptus  trees  scattered  about  the  state 
were  grown  by  seed  from  these,  so  that  they 
can  truly  lay  claim  to  being  the  daddy  of 
them  all.  It  is  hoped  that  this  record  will 
stand  them  in  good  stead  when  their  zero 
hour  approaches. 

The  large  tract  of  land  in  the  east  end 
of  town,  known  as  the  Cohen  property,  has 
at  last  been  put  on  the  market.  The  much 
looked  for  event  caused  considerable  excite- 
ment in  realty  circles,  as  this  is  the  last 
tract  of  any  importance  in  Alameda,  and 
the  only  one  in  the  East  Bay  district  that  is 
virtually  in  the  heart  of  a  town.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  advantage  of  being  surrounded 
by  well-paved  streets  and  up  to  date  car 
facilities,  the  property  itself  is  a  natural 
park,  being  covered  with  ancient  oaks  and 
various  other  trees.  The  streets  are  pur- 
posely laid  out  with  graceful  curves  so  that 
a  minimum  number  of  trees  will  have  to 
be  removed. 

The  demand  for  lots  was  so  heavy  that 
before  a  week  had  passed,  over  one-half  of 
the  five  hundred  homesites  had  been  sold. 
Fernside,  as  the  property  is  known,  was  the 
name  by  which  the  Cohens'  family  home 
was  called.  This  was  one  of  the  earliest 
homes  having  been  built  before  there  were 
any  railroads  in  the  state.  In  fact,  Ala- 
meda has  the  honor  of  having  been  the 
terminus  of  the  first  transcontinental  rail- 
road, and  Fernside  was  one  of  the  stations 
on  this  line.  This  road  was  built  by  Cohen, 
and  ran  from  a  wharf  in  Alameda  to  Hay- 
ward.  Later,  it  was  taken  over  by  one  of 
the  large  railroads  and  used  as  a  part  of 
their  transcontinental  system. 

George  Hunter  and  his  crew  of  decora- 
tors have  just  completed  a  job  of  painting 
and  tinting  of  the  lobby  in  the  Artesian 
building.  Outside  of  being  brushed  off, 
these  walls  have  not  been  brightened  up 
since  the  building  was  erected  in  1880. 
However,  even  after  all  these  years  they 
were  not  in  such  a  terrible  condition,  which 
speaks  well  for  the  workmanship  of  the 
olden  days,  or  perhaps  it  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  received  special  care  during 
all  these  years.  There  may  be  room  for 
argument  here,  so  we'll  let  the  matter  drop. 

Joe  Paladini,  truck  foreman,  is  certainly 
kept  busy  these  days. 
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AS  THE  vacation  period  approaches,  we 
find  it  rather  difficult  to  keep  our 
"  minds  upon  our  work.  The  "poetry" 
following  is  the  result  of  a  few  moments 
lapse  into  a  dreamy  stage  of  mind.  We 
find  the  trout  and  the  babbling  brooks  call- 
ing more  and  more  incessantly  as  the  days 
go  by. 

Wendell  LaFranz 
was  among  the  first 
to  try  his  luck  with 
the  shiny  little  fish. 
He  enjoyed  a  few 
days  of  the  sport 
along  the  mountain 
streams,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  season,  and 
seemed  well  satisfied 
with  the  outing. 

Miss  Eunice  Eg- 
gerth  spent  her  vaca- 
tion, the  latter  part  of 
June,  motoring  in  the 
northern  part  of  the 
state.  Miss  Eggerth  seemed  rather  reluct- 
ant about  going;  however,  from  stories 
told  by  her  since  her  return,  she  fully 
enjoyed  watching  the  fluffy  white  clouds 
sailing  high  in  the  sky,  and  dreaming  of 
those  she  left  behind. 

Mr.  Grant  Ewing  of  our  "Off  and  On" 
department,  and  family  are  spending  their 
vacation  on  a  camping  trip  at  points  of 
interest  along  the  Pacific  Highway. 

The  installation  of  new  mains  is  pro- 
gressing rapidly.  Dick  Tobin  and  men 
have  completed  several  large  jobs,  and  at 
present  are  engaged  in  laying  the  12-inch 
line  on  Ohio  street.  Foreman  Bennington 
has  finished  the  line  to  the  new  tank  in 
Mira  Vista,  also  a  couple  of  smaller  exten- 
sions for  fire  protection  in  the  same  dis- 
trict and  is  now  occupied  in  laying  the 
8-inch  line  on  Barrett  Avenue,  from  23rd 
street  to  San  Pablo  avenue. 

Foreman  Elmer  Wilson  and  men  have 
been  busy  installing  6-inch  mains  for  fire 
protection  in  El  Cerrito. 

This  city  is  now  carrying  on  quite  an 
extensive  street  improvement  program. 
These  improvements  have  necessitated  con- 
siderable work  in  lowering  mains  and 
installing  new  ones  in  advance  of  the  pave- 
ment. 


Construction  work  on  Richmond's 
Municipal  Bath  House  is  going  ahead  at  a 
rapid  pace.  Most  of  the  structural  steel  is 
now  in  place,  which  enables  one  to  get  an 
idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  building. 
Upon  completion,  the  girls  of  this  office, 
are  in  hopes  of  interesting  the  Bubbles 
Club  in  giving  a  swimming  party  in  the 
new  natatorium. 

Richmond  will  soon  be  able  to  boast  of 
having  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in  the  state. 
Ground  is  to  be  broken  for  the  new 
$225,000.00  Community  Hotel  during  the 
next  thirty  days.  The  new  project  has  been 
financed  entirely  through  the  sale  of  stock 
to  local  progressive  and  public  spirited 
citizens.  The  new  hotel  will  be  a  commu- 
nity center,  where  all  groups  may  meet  for 
social,  business,  fraternal  and  other  con- 
ferences. 

A  long  lease  has  been  granted  to  Mr. 
Charles  B.  Hamilton  of  the  Hamilton  Hotel 
chain.  Mr.  Hamilton  successfully  operates 
hotels  at  Riverside,  Bakersfield  and  Fresno, 
and  Richmond  is  fortunate  in  becoming  a 
unit  in  such  a  large  chain  of  hotels. 

This  hotel  will  be  five  stories  in  height 
and  contain  about  seventy-five  rooms,  a 
public  dining  room,  coffee  shop,  a  club 
dining  room,  an  attractive  lobby  and 
lounge,  together  with  several  stores. 

Richmond  Air  Meet  which  took  place  on 
June  27th  and  28th  proved  to  be  the  big- 
gest event  of  its  kind  ever  staged  in  the 
bay  region.  Practically  every  type  of  fly- 
ing ship  of  today  was  represented,  coming 
from  all  parts  of  the  state  and  staging  some 
most  spectacular  exhibitions. 

Our  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mr.  Claude 
E.  Clark,  former  Richmond  manager,  in 
the  recent  loss  of  his  mother. 

We  appreciate  the  many  favorable  com- 
ments on  our  cross-word  puzzle  novelty 
and  trust  that  it  furnished  the  amusement 
Miss  Eggerth  desired. 

"The  Richmond  Office  wishes  you,  one 
and  all,  a  carefree,  happy  vacation." 

Oh,  how  can  I  labor. 
With  vacation  time  nigh, 
And  fluffy  white  clouds 
Sailing  high  in  the  sky? 
I'll  away  with  my  pencils 
And  my  pens  and  my  books 
And  I'll  angle  for  trout 
In  clear,  babbling  brooks. 
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Vacation  Time 


Vacation  time  is  here  once  more, 
And  from  the  mountain  and  the  shore 
There  comes  a  call,  insistent,  clear, 
That  stirs  the  heart  this  time  of  year. 

A  sudden  longing  fills  the  breast 
For  change  of  scene,  for  peace  and  rest. 
We  yearn  to  stroll  upon  the  shore 
And  listen  to  old  ocean's  roar. 

To  lie  in  some  green  mountain  dell 
Where  calm  and  sweet  contentment  dwell, 
Or  by  some  cool  and  sparkling  stream 
The  summer  day  to  fish  and  dream. 

Thus  do  the  workers  muse  each  day 
When  summer  trips  along  their  way; 
They  wish  that  play  time  would  begin 
When  fragrant  breezes  wander  in. 

Oh,  gay  and  free  vacation  days, 
All  busy  workers  sing  thy  praise, 
When  for  a  season  they  may  find 
A  surcease  from  the  daily  grind. 

Where  health  and  strength  may  be  renewed, 
And  hearts  with  courage  fresh  imbued. 
A  little  rest,  some  play,  and  then  — 
We're  ready  for  the  job  again. 

— Everett  H.  Davison 
in  Telephone  Topics. 
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EAST  BAY  CITIES  SET  THE  PACE  IN  BUILDING 


WITH  innumerable  office,  business 
and  hotel  buildings  either  com- 
pleted since  January  1,  now  under 
construction  or  projected,  the  East  Bay 
cities  are  moving  forward  at  a  rapid  pace, 
preparing  for  the  present  and  future 
demand  for  office  and  business  buildings  by 
manufacturers,  representatives  of  Eastern 
concerns  and  the  new  people  drawn  here  by 
the  remarkable  development  of  the  East 
Bay  cities. 

Since  January  1,  practically  a  week  has 
not  passed  without  building  permits  being 
issued  for  a  large  business  block,  hotel, 
apartment  house  or  some  structure  de- 
signed to  house  the  ever  growing  business 
and  residential  population. 

Business  building  is  particularly  marked, 
as  the  demand  for  office  space  has  been 
growing  constantly  for  several  years. 
There  is  every  indication  that  this  demand 
will  continue.  Hand  in  hand  with  the  new 
construction  of  office  buildings,  goes  the 
erection  of  many  structures  to  meet  strictly 
business  and  financial  needs. 

New  Office  Buildings  in  Oakland 
The  largest  single  piece  of  construction 
work  started  since  the  first  of  the  year  is 
the  new  home  of  the  Central  National  and 
the  Central  Savings  Banks  at  Fourteenth 
and  Broadway.  This  new  building  will  be 
a  combined  office  and  bank  building,  fifteen 
stories  in  height.  It  occupies  a  frontage  of 
100  feet  on  Broadway  and  150  feet  on 
Fourteenth  street.  The  new  building  will 
be  constructed  of  steel,  concrete,  brick  and 
terra  cotta.  The  bank  will  occupy  the  first 
floor,  two  mezzanine  floors  and  the  base- 
ment of  the  new  building.  The  remaining 
fourteen  floors  will  be  devoted  to  office 
suites.  Foundations  of  the  new  building 
have  been  completed  and  the  steel  super- 
structure is  now  rearing  itself  against  Oak- 
land's skyline. 

Another  important  building  operation  to 
be  started  during  August  was  the  Leaming- 
ton Hotel  at  Nineteenth  and  Franklin 
streets.  This  hotel  will  be  a  modern  struc- 
ture in  every  detail  and  will  be  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $1,500,000.  The  building  will  be 
of  steel  and  concrete.  It  will  be  of  Spanish 
design  with  an  ornate  lobby  opening  onto 
both  streets  and  into  the  exclusive  shops 
which  will  occupy  the  ground  floor.    J.  L. 


Learning,  owner  and  operator  of  the  hotel, 
expects  to  have  the  hostelry  ready  for  occu- 
pancy in  eleven  months.  Another  hotel  of 
importance  is  the  Coit  Hotel  on  Harrison 
street,  which  has  just  been  completed. 

Another  important  projected  structure  is 
the  Latham  Square  Building  to  be  erected 
at  Sixteenth  street  and  Telegraph  avenue 
by  the  Latham  Square  Corporation.  The 
new  building  will  be  fourteen  stories  high 
above  the  street  and  four  stories  below  the 
street.  It  will  be  a  Class  A  building  of 
steel  and  concrete  faced  with  ornamental 
terra  cotta  and  will  cost  $850,000  exclusive 
of  real  estate.  The  basement  of  the  build- 
ing will  be  used  for  auto  storage. 

Forty  feet  of  the  corner  have  been  leased 
by  the  Owl  Drug  Company,  former  owner 
of  the  property,  for  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years.  The  remainder  of  the  building  will 
be  devoted  to  stores  and  offices. 


ft* 


•.'. ' 


"■'••• 


'        ! 


"i:i 


» 11 T 

-■'.    .      *.  m  Mil  T 

',.,">     !;  'i;  r 
•'  ■    ■      ' ;      ■' . 


II  r      a 


1     :< 


■^   "s    *v 


■  M:&  . 
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On  January  1,  wrecking  of  the  Delger 
Building  at  Fourteenth  and  Broadway  will 
be  started  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
store  here  for  F.  H.  Kressge  &  Company. 
This  building  will  have  a  frontage  of  one 
hundred  feet  on  Broadway  and  one  hun- 
dred feet  on  Fourteenth  street.  It  will  be 
used  for  commercial  purposes,  and  will  be 
a  distinct  improvement  to  this  important 
corner. 

Another  building  of  importance  is  the 
Elks  Building  at  Twentieth  and  Broadway. 
This  structure  is  being  erected  by  the  Elks 
Club  for  its  personal  use.  The  tower  of 
the  building  will  reach  sixteen  stories  and 
will  be  the  third  tallest  office  building  in 
the  city.  Stores  will  occupy  the  ground 
floor. 

Ground  has  been  broken  for  a  6-story 
building  at  Nineteenth  and  Webster  streets 
by  C.  M.  McElhinney.  This  new  building 
will  be  devoted  to  offices  and  stores. 

Concentration  of  the  building  industry  at 
Hobart  and  Webster  is  being  continued 
with  the  construction  of  the  Hobart  Build- 
ing. This  building  will  occupy  the  entire 
block  on  the  south  side  of  Hobart  street 
between  Franklin  and  Webster  and  will 
have  a  frontage  of  fifty  feet  on  Webster 
and  twenty-six  feet  on  Franklin.  It  will  be 
two  stories  high.  The  top  floor  will  be 
taken  up  with  an  Exposition  Palace  in 
which  will  be  displayed  all  manner  of 
building  materials  and  fixtures.  The  first 
floor  will  be  taken  up  with  thirteen  stores 
in  which  building  supply  men  will  have 
their  headquarters. 

Another  important  office  building  is  the 
Ray  Building,  located  on  the  east  side  of 
Broadway  between  Nineteenth  and  Twenti- 
eth. This  building  is  ten  stories  high  and 
has  a  frontage  of  ninety-three  feet  on 
Broadway.  It  is  constructed  of  steel,  con- 
crete and  brick  and  is  one  of  the  most 
modern  office  buildings  in  the  East  Bay 
district. 

In  order  to  provide  adequate  offices  for 
physicians  and  surgeons,  the  Wakefield 
Building  on  Seventeenth  street,  between 
Broadway  and  Franklin,  was  completed 
early  this  year.  This  building  is  seven 
stories  high  and  provides  adequate  office 
space  to  house  the  various  professional 
men  in  the  East  Bay  cities. 

Completion  of  the  Smith  Building  on 
the  west  side  of  Broadway,  between  Seven- 


teenth and  Nineteenth,  supplied  additional 
office  and  business  space.  This  building 
was  completed  early  in  the  year. 

Plans  have  been  announced  by  "Money- 
Back"  Smith  for  the  erection  of  a  three- 
story  building  on  Broadway  at  Fifteenth. 
This  building  will  have  a  frontage  of 
seventy-five  feet  on  Broadway  with  one  hun- 
dred feet  on  the  side  next  to  Kahn's  store. 
While  the  building  will  be  three  stories  in 
height,  the  foundation  and  walls  will  be  so 
constructed  as  to  permit  additional  stories 
when  needed.  The  building  will  be  of  steel 
and  concrete  with  terra  cotta  facing.  Wreck- 
ing of  the  old  building  is  now  under  way. 

With  the  development  of  Oakland  as  a 
manufacturing  center,  oil  companies  have 
come  to  see  the  advantages  of  having  head- 
quarters  in   this   city.      The  result  is   that 


Ten-Story  Ray  Building — a  Type  of  the 

Substantial  Structures  Which  Are 

Being  Erected  in  Oakland 
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practically  every  important  oil  company  in 
California  is  now  located  here.  The  Rich- 
field Oil  Company  has  had  erected  for  it 
the  Richfield  Oil  Building  at  Thirteenth 
and  Franklin  streets,  a  five-story  office  and 
business  structure. 

Another  important  business  building  is 
the  Metropolitan  Stores  Building  at  Thir- 
teenth and  Washington  streets.  This  build- 
ing will  be  three  stories  in  height  and  will 
have  foundation  and  walls  for  ultimately 
seven  stories. 

In  addition  to  the  office  and  business 
buildings  already  mentioned,  a  multitude 
of  smaller  buildings  have  been  or  are  be- 
ing erected.  Among  these  are  the  Witther 
Building  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Tenth 
and  Broadway.  This  is  a  two-story  struc- 
ture and  will  be  used  by  small  stores  and 
offices.  Another  two-story  structure  is  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  Twelfth  and  Web- 
ster streets,  erected  by  the  Twelfth  Street 
Realty  Company  for  offices  and  stores. 
J.  P.  Hamilton  is  erecting  another  structure 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  Twelfth  and 
Jackson  streets,  for  stores.  The  building 
is  of  brick  and  tile  and  will  be  one  hundred 
by  one  hundred  twenty  feet.  Work  is  going 
forward  also  on  the  construction  of  a  new 
building  for  the  Morton  Jewelry  Company 
on  the  east  side  of  Broadway  near  Seven- 
teenth street. 

Skyscrapers  for  Berkeley 

Berkeley  is  participating  in  the  general 
construction  of  business  buildings  also,  by 
the  erection  of  a  number  of  new  and  im- 
portant structures. 

The  largest  of  these  new  buildings  is  a 
12-story  skyscraper  to  be  known  as  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Building  and  to  be 
located  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Shattuck 
avenue  and  Center  street.  This  new  build- 
ing is  being  erected  by  the  Mercantile 
Trust  Company.  Ground  has  been  broken 
and  the  structure  will  be  pushed  to  com- 
pletion rapidly. 

Real  estate  on  which  the  new  structure 
is  located  represents  an  investment  of 
$500,000.  The  building  will  have  a  front- 
age of  sixty-four  feet  on  Shattuck  and  one 
hundred  sixty-seven  feet  on  Center  street, 
with  a  depth  of  125  feet.  It  will  be  con- 
structed of  steel  and  concrete  and  will  be 
modern  in  every  respect.  The  new  building 
will  be  strictly  for  commercial  purposes, 
stores  and  offices. 


Another  proposed  building  project  of 
first  magnitude  is  the  cutting  through  of 
Addison  street  across  Shattuck  and  the 
erection  of  a  large  structure  on  the  site. 
While  definite  plans  have  not  been  an- 
nounced and  the  details  of  the  project  are 
not  yet  worked  out,  it  is  known  that  some 
type  of  large  office  building  will  be  erected. 
This  new  building  will  have  a  frontage  of 
two  hundred  seventy-seven  feet  on  Shattuck 
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of  Commerce  Building,  at  Shattuck 
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and  one  hundred  fifteen  feet  on  Addison 
street. 

Still  another  Berkeley  building  project 
of  importance  now  under  way  is  the  razing 
of  the  old  Acheson  Hotel  Building  on  the 
corner  of  Shattuck  and  University  avenues, 
to  make  room  for  a  modern  store  building. 
Plans  call  for  the  construction  of  a  one- 
story  building  at  the  present  time,  with 
foundations  capable  of  carrying  five  or  six 
extra  stories  when  this  space  is  needed. 

Purchase  of  the  southwest  corner  of 
University  and  Shattuck  avenues  has  been 
announced  and  the  new  owners  are  plan- 
ning constructive  development.  Plans  for 
this  development  have  not  been  announced 
as  yet,  but  it  is  known  that  they  will  in- 
clude the  construction  of  suitable  store  and 
office  buildings. 

In  addition  to  these  new  structures,  other 
sections  of  Berkeley  are  enjoying  substan- 
tial business  growth  to  meet  the  business 
demands  of  the  city. 

New  Building  in  Alameda 

Alameda  has  shown  much  business  and 
commercial  building  since  the  first  of  the 
year. 

Probably  the  most  important  develop- 
ment is  the  actual  operation  of  the  Encinal 
Terminal  on  the  Estuary.  The  Encinal 
Terminal  Association  is  operating  its  first 
unit.     One  of  the  important  parts  of  this 


unit  is  a  fire-proof  warehouse  two  hundred 
feet  wide  and  eight  hundred  feet  long. 
Deep  water  channels  have  been  dredged,  a 
six  hundred  foot  dock  built  on  one  side  of 
the  warehouse  and  railroad  facilities  on  the 
other. 

Tracks  have  been  laid  along  the  clocks 
and  facilities  provided  for  loading  directlv 
from  and  directly  into  ships.  Modern 
equipment  has  been  installed,  giving  the 
terminal  a  capacity  of  28,000  tons  per 
month. 

The  largest  commercial  vessels  afloat  can 
be  accommodated  at  the  docks  and  ship- 
ments are  consigned  to  and  received  from 
all  world  ports. 

A  number  of  new  store  buildings  have 
been  erected  in  response  to  growing  busi- 
ness demands.  Among  these  are  a  $10,000 
structure  erected  bv  Bertha  Powell,  a 
825,000  store  and  apartment  building  put 
up  by  L.  Kaliski  and  a  $9,000  building 
erected  by  L.  Konigshofer.  All  of  these 
structures  are  of  concrete. 

In  addition  to  the  business  buildings,  one 
large  warehouse  and  the  Alameda  High 
School  Building  have  been  erected. 

Richmond  Building  Totals  $500,000 

Richmond  has  done  more  than  half  a 
million  dollars  worth  of  office  and  store 
building  since  Januarv  1.  The  new  Pacific 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Building,  a  three- 
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story,  fire-proof,  brick  office  for  Contra 
Costa  county  was  the  first  to  be  completed. 

The  Odd  Fellows  are  completing  a  three- 
story  combination  office,  store  and  lodge 
building  to  cost  more  than  $150,000.  Di- 
rectly adjacent  to  this  new  building  is  the 
new  fire-proof  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Building,  which  will  house  four  stores  and 
the  Richmond  Commercial  College  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
other  tenants. 

New  stores  have  been  constructed  this 
year  by  the  Richmond  Furniture  Company, 
by  MacRacken's  Men's  Furnishings,  by  the 
Richmond  Independent,  and  by  Harry 
Marcus,  Inc.,  Department  Store. 

Four  automobile  men  have  within  the 
last  two  months  acquired  new  homes. 
These  being  the  agents  for  the  Buick,  Hup- 
mobile-Chrysler,  Chevrolet  and  Paige- 
Jewett.  In  addition  to  these  four,  the  new 
home  of  the  Willys-Knight  agency  will  be 
completed  in  a  few  weeks. 


Community  Hotel,  Richmond 

The  largest  building  project  in  Richmond 
this  year  was  the  new  Community  Hotel 
recently  financed  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. Ground  will  be  broken  for  this 
building  about  September  15,  and  the 
work  rushed  to  completion  before  the  1926 
tourist  season  opens.  The  building  will  be 
a  five-story  fire-proof  structure  of  the 
latest  equipment,  and  will  be  managed  by 
the  Hamilton  Company,  operators  of  a 
chain  of  hotels  in  the  State,  including  The 
Fresno  at  Fresno  and  the  New  Californian 
at  Bakersfield. 

San  Leandro  Active 
San  Leandro  has  taken  active  part  in  the 
East  Bay  building  program  since  January 


1st  with  five  new  structures,  including  a 
church  building  and  a  school  building. 

The  Palace  Theatre  Building,  costing 
$150,000,  is  four  stories  high,  is  used  as  a 
theatre  and  has  several  stores  on  the 
ground  floor.  This  building  is  constructed 
of  brick  and  is  one  of  the  substantial 
structures  in  the  city.  The  Chevrolet 
Motor  Building  is  another  substantial  busi- 
ness structure  constructed  of  brick  and  hol- 
low tile.  A  new  Presbyterian  Church  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $75,000.  Work  on  the 
new  American  Legion  Building  has  just 
started,  to  cost  $35,000.  The  American 
Legion  Building  will  be  three  stories  high 
and  will  be  used  for  lodge  purposes,  danc- 
ing pavilion  and  National  Guard  Armory. 

Building  progress  of  all  cities  in  the 
East  Bay  district  is  direct  evidence  of  the 
substantial  nature  of  development  to  meet 
future  business,  industrial  and  financial 
demands  of  what  is  destined  to  be  the 
greatest  business  center  of  the  Pacific 
Coast. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA 
EXTENSION  DIVISION 

List  of  Courses  Available 
Principles  of  Investments 
A  banker's  consultation  desk  brought  to 
the  class  room  where  practical  talks  on  in- 
vestments will  be  given  and  individual 
questions  concerning  investments  will  be 
answered. 

Salesmanship 
What  constitutes  a  successful  sales  talk  and 
how  to  make  a  prospective  buyer  feel   a 
real  need  for  the  goods  which  you  have  to 
offer. 

Business  Law 
An  explanation  of  those  phases  of  the  law 
which  are  of  interest  to  business  men  and 
women. 

Business  English 
A  thorough  drill   in  the  fundamentals   of 
good  business  letter  writing;   clarity,  pre- 
cision, courtesy. 

Radio 
A  course  technical  enough  to  cover  emer- 
gencies on  the  home  radio  yet  clear  enough 
for  a  man  without  technical  education. 
For  detailed  information  address  301 
California    Hall,    Berkeley,    or    the 
Oakland  office  of  the  Extension    Division 
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WHAT  THE  DIAMOND  JUBILEE  MEANS  TO  THE 
EAST  BAY  DISTRICT 


THE  California  Diamond  Jubilee, 
September  5  to  12,  has  a  special  sig- 
nificance for  the  East  Bay  district,  as 
well  as  for  San  Francisco  and  other  sec- 
tions of  the  State. 

The  Diamond  Jubilee  signalizes  the  com- 
pletion of  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  Cali- 
fornia's statehood. 

California's  history  is  replete  with  ro- 
mance and  outstanding  historical  and  com- 
mercial accomplishments.  Those  of  us 
who  are  recent,  or  comparatively  recent, 
newcomers  to  the  state  may  not  have  a 
mental  picture  of  California's  historical 
past. 

California  was  first  settled  by  the  old 
Spanish  padres  during  the  invasion  and 
conquest  of  what  is  now  Mexico,  by  the 
Spanish.  Spanish  troops  and  the  padres 
pushed  north  from  Mexico,  building  mis- 
sions and  converting  Indians  as  they 
advanced. 

One  of  the  first  missions  was  built  at  San 
Diego.  Others  were  erected  at  San  Juan 
Capistrano  and  San  Gabriel,  now  the  home 
of  the  famous  Mission  Play.  Another 
mission  was  established  at  Santa  Barbara, 
and  others  at  Monterey  and  other  points. 

About  1776,  the  date  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  by  the  Colonies  on  the 
Atlantic  Coast,  padres  reached  what  is  now 
Berkeley  and  Oakland,  traveled  inland 
around  the  bay  and  established  themselves 
in  San  Francisco.  Later  came  the  Peraltas 
and  other  Spanish  families  and  divided  up 
the  broad  acres  of  the  East  Bay  into  great 
ranchos. 

Then  came  the  discovery  of  gold  and  the 
'49  rush.  Spanish  grants  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Americans.  So  great  and  so  rapid 
was  the  growth  of  California,  that  enter- 
prising citizens  determined  they  should 
have  a  state. 

Without  going  through  the  formality  of 
becoming  a  territory,  generally  the  first 
step  toward  statehood,  Californians  held  a 
convention,  drafted  a  constitution,  organ- 
ized the  state,  elected  United  States  Sena- 
tors and  sent  them  back  to  Washington  to 
carry  on  the  fight  for  the  admission  of 
California  to  the  Union  as  a  state.  This 
was  accomplished  on  September  9,  1850. 


In  order  to  perpetuate  the  glory  of  Cali- 
fornia, the  Native  Sons  and  the  Native 
Daughters  of  the  Golden  West  were  organ- 
ized years  ago.  These  organizations  have 
been  responsible  for  the  reconstruction  and 
preservation  of  the  old  Spanish  Missions, 
many  of  which  had  fallen  into  decay  with 
the  coming  of  the  Americans. 


Diamond  Jubilee  Poster 

The  Diamond  Jubilee  poster,  reproduced 
on  this  page,  symbolizes  the  glorious  his- 
tory of  California.  In  the  foreground  is  a 
beautiful  woman  signifying  the  matchless 
beauty  of  the  state.  Accompanying  her  is 
the  California  Bear,  official  symbol  of  the 
state  handed  down  from  the  days  of  the 
"Bear  Flag  Republic,"  when  Californians 
in  the  early  days  arose  and  asserted  their 
independence  of  Spanish  rule.  In  the  back- 
ground is  shown  a  typical  Mission,  about 
which  the  early  history  of  California  is 
entwined.  The  symbolical  picture  is  com- 
pleted with  a  garland  of  golden  California 
poppies,  the  official  flower  of  the  state, 
adopted  as  such  because  of  its  nativity. 

The  Diamond  Jubilee  is  in  celebration  of 
our  success,  but  at  the  same  time  aids  us  to 
remember  the  glorious  origin  and  romantic 
history  of  California. 
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THE  MAN  WHO  COUNTS 

IT  IS  not  the  critic  who  counts;  not  the 
man  who  points  out  how  the  strong- 
man stumbled,  or  where  the  doer  of 
deeds  could  have  done  them  better.  The 
credit  belongs  to  the  man  who  is  actually 
in  the  arena ;  whose  face  is  marred  by  dust 
and  sweat  and  blood;  who  strives  valiantly; 
who  errs  and  comes  short  again  and  again, 
because  there  is  no  effort  without  error  and 
shortcomings;  who  does  actually  strive  to 
do  the  deeds;  who  knows  the  great  enthusi- 
asm, the  great  devotions,  spends  himself  in 
a  worthy  cause;  who  at  the  best  knows  in 
the  end  the  triumph  of  high  achievement; 
and  who  at  the  worst,  if  he  fails,  at  least 
fails  while  daring  greatly,  so  that  his  place 
shall  never  be  with  those  cold  and  timid 
souls  who  know7  neither  victory  nor  defeat. 
— Theodore  Roosevelt. 


NATURE 

When  the  great  Author  made  man  with 
his  susceptibilities  to  multitudinous  dis- 
eases, he  also  put  in  Nature's  laboratories 
a  remedy  to  cure  them.  The  little  flower 
or  herb  growing  in  its  modesty  by  the 
roadside,  whose  leaves  or  stems  may  be 
crushed  by  the  agony  of  some  man  who 
has  fallen  by  the  wayside,  if  he  knew 
enough  to  partake  of  the  exuded  drops  on 
the  bruised  stems  and  leaves,  would  find 
a  remedy  near  at  hand,  his  sufferings  would 
be  charmed  to  rest,  his  illness  cured,  and 
he  would  thank  the  herb  or  flower  that 
saved  him.  This  is  a  wonderful  world — a 
scene  of  veiled  mysteries.  The  fetters  of 
superstition  that  have  veiled  men's  minds 
for  ages  are  clearing  up  when  viewed 
through  the  instruments  of  modern  science, 
unprejudiced  investigation  and  willingness 
to  accept  logical  facts  through  cycles  of 
evolution. 

All  things  phenomena,  paradoxes  and 
mysteries  have  laws  to  govern  them,  but 
many  are  hidden  so  deep  in  the  profundity 
and  sublimity  of  the  science  of  Nature  that 
man  with  his  present  circumscribed  brain 
capacity  and  crude  instruments  of  analysis 
and  observations  can  never  hope  to  solve 
many  of  them,  but  they  are  at  work  and 
there  is  no  confusion  in  evolutionary 
harmony. 


HOW  ARE  YOU? 

This  important  question  goes  to  the  very 
root  of  life — namely,  physical  well  being. 
In  conversations  of  friendship  it  is  often 
used.  Ask  any  man  this  simple  question — 
How  are  you?  and  he  must  confess  that  he 
has  no  answer  because  we  have  not  been 
taught  the  art  of  life  and  lacking  that 
knowledge  we  are  dust  before  our  time. 

Health  comes  first,  there  is  no  question 
more  important.  Before  a  man  can  be 
anything  else  he  must  be  a  first-class  ani- 
mal. Happiness  and  success  rest  on  the 
foundation  of  health.  If  one  cannot  re- 
port favorably  on  the  universal  question — 
How  are  you?  he  cannot  report  favorably 
on  any  question  whatever. 


Fortune  is  a  child  of  industry,  often  far 
more  prolific,  sturdy  and  steadfast,  in  the 
machine  shop  with  compass  and  square 
than  in  banquet  hall  with  glass  and  wine. 
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GREETING  THE  NEWCOMER 


THE  East  Bay  Water  Company  is 
leading  the  way  in  the  development 
of  the  East  Bay  cities. 

From  every  state  in  the  Union,  from  the 
Orient,  from  Continental  Europe,  from 
England,  from  the  countries  of  South 
America  and  from  practically  every  im- 
portant city  in  California,  people  are  liter- 
ally flocking  to  the  East  Bay  cities,  drawn 
here  by  the  magnet  of  industrial  develop- 
ment, shipping  and  residential  and  business 
opportunities. 

The  first  service  that  these  newcomers 
demand  is  water  service.  The  first  step  in 
their  settlement  in  Oakland,  after  either 
buying  or  renting  a  home,  is  to  come  to 
our  office  and  sign  applications  for  water 
service.  Every  person  who  takes  up  his 
permanent  residence  in  the  East  Bay  cities 
immediately  presents  us  with  the  oppor- 
tunity of  serving  him. 

To  the  employees  of  this  company  it 
becomes  the  pleasurable  duty  to  greet  new- 
comers, take  their  application  for  service, 
and  see  that  they  are  supplied  with  a  con- 
tinuous stream  of  pure  water.  The  oppor- 
tunity for  this  service  is  unlimited. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1925,  a 
total  of  5,694  applications  for  new  services 
were  received  by  the  East  Bay  Water  Com- 
pany. The  volume  of  applications  was 
large,  the  service  demanded  important,  and 
this  service  was  readily,  willingly,  and 
efficiently  rendered. 

Employees  of  our  company  have  the 
opportunity  to  meet,  speak  with  and  obtain 
the  goodwill  of  people  from  every  part  of 
the  world.  What  employee  of  any  other 
organization  in  the  East  Bay  communities 
has  such  an  opportunity? 

During  the  month  of  July  1925,  1,054 
people  filed  applications  for  new  services. 
New  people  arrived  in  the  East  Bay  cities 
from  twenty-five  different  states,  fifty-eight 
California  cities,  and  from  Switzerland, 
Sweden,  Germany,  Holland,  Equador, 
Canada  and  Honolulu. 

Many  of  our  customers  may  not  realize 
the  distances  from  which  our  growing  pop- 
ulation comes.  Many  of  them  may  not 
realize  the  value  of  our  service  to  these 
newcomers.  Many  of  them  may  have  no 
idea  of  the  difficult  problems  involved  in 


providing  continuous,  efficient  water  service. 
It  becomes  our  duty,  therefore,  to  tell 
the  public  in  simple  language  of  the  devel- 
opment of  the  East  Bay  cities  as  it  comes 
first-hand  to  us  through  the  people  who 
make  application  for  water  service.  A  por- 
tion of  our  advertising  has  been  used  to 
presenting  a  picture  of  East  Bay  develop- 
ment. 


0^    New  Neighbors 

Answering  the  call  ofaFavored  District 

"New  Neighbors"  is  a  dinner  table  lopicthroughouithe  East  Bay 
District  surprisingly  often.  From  across  the  bay,  from  other  states 
and  irom  foreign  lands,  new  residents  come  by  the  hundreds. 
Every  section  ui  the-  Umted  States,  practically  every  state;  Eng 
land.  Germany,  France.Mexico,  Japan, Canada — and  many  other 
;  represented  among  the  new  people  making  their 


permanent  homes  in  the  East  Bay  Cities  during  1924.  Every 
district  of  California  contributed  f  amilies,  as  well  as  more  than  a 
hundred  different  cities  of  the  state.  All  were  attracted  by  the 
industrial,  commercial  and  residential  advantages  of  these  favor- 
ed communities. 

A  greater  growth  lot  1925  is>  promised.  The  East  bay  Water  Company 
cheerfully  accepts  the  challenge.  To  continue  keeping  ahead  of  the  re- 
quests lor  a-aier  service,  this  Company  is  prepared  to  exceed  its  1924 
additions  to  plant  and  distributing  system. 


c /     Co. 


The  accompanying  advertisement,  published 
early  this  year,  sets  forth  the  thought  that  new- 
comers are  arriving  daily  from  every  section  of 
the  world,  that  the  East  Bay  Water  Company  and 
its  organization  of  loyal  and  efficient  employees 
are  welcoming  these  newcomers  and  are  prepared 
to  serve  them  with  water. 

From  time  to  time,  as  our  advertisements  ap- 
pear in  the  newspapers,  read  them  carefully  and 
make  note  of  the  information  which  they  contain. 
This  information  is  reliable.  Repeat  it  to  your 
friends  and  acquaintances. 
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"BUBBLES"  from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA-  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION   YARD 


OAKLAND  BUSINESS  OFFICE.— In 
the  words  of  the  great  poet,  Walter 
Curtin,  the  melancholy  days  are 
here.  Fall  is  in  the  air  and  the  vacation 
season  is  drawing  to  a  close.  Many  of  the 
girls  and  boys  have  come  back  with  the 
marks  of  the  summer  sun  on  their  skin 
and  it  is  with  regret 
that  several  of  the 
relief  help  are  leav- 
ing, maybe  never  to 
return  again.  Miss 
Klinge  and  Miss 
Corey  are  among  the 
latter  class  and  have 
left  to  return  to  their 
studies  at  college. 
They  both  were  very 
conscientious  and 
willing  girls  and  it 
is  believed  they  will 
achieve  success  in 
their  future  work 

,  ,  ,   .  J.  P.  FlEBERLING 

and  Undertakings.  Correspondent 

Bobby  Dolan  and  Arvilla  Daniels  took 
the  trip  across  the  Great  Salt  Lake  cut-off 
and  made  an  extended  visit  to  the  Mormon 
State.  Bob  was  reluctant  to  return  as  she 
had  such  a  good  time  and  met  some  pleas- 
ant people  and  it  is  our  suspicion  that 
Arvilla  will  some  day  return  there  to 
reside. 

There  are  a  few  of  the  folks  that  have 
not  "vacationed"  yet  and  they  are  as  happy 
as  the  fellow  that  takes  the  last  drink.  They 
have  something  coming  and  they  take  great 
delight  in  taunting  their  co-workers  with 
the  fact. 

Abe  Solomon  was  the  last  of  the  collec- 
tors to  take  his  leave  and  he  is  dividing  his 
time  between  Oakland  and  Santa  Cruz.  He 
comes  back  home  to  rest  his  eyes  as  he  says 
the  glare  from  the  beach  at  Santa  Cruz  is 
too  strong.  Perhaps  he  strained  his  eyes 
looking  too  low.  Look  higher,  Abe,  and 
they  will  improve. 

Willie  Dutton  is  spending  his  time  in  the 
South.  He  and  his  wife  motored  to  Los 
Angeles  and  expect  to  have  a  good  time 


visiting  friends  and  seeing  the  sights  in  the 
land  of  the  orange  blossoms. 

Great  progress  is  being  made  in  the  bor- 
ing of  the  tube  under  the  estuary.  Aside 
from  being  of  great  benefit  to  Alameda 
Mac  and  Virginia  Jim  Finch,  it  is  sure  to 
be  a  great  boon  to  both  the  communities  of 
Alameda  and  Oakland.  The  elimination  of 
the  old  style  drawbridge  which  retarded 
travel  between  the  cities  and  choked  up  the 
harbor  is  sure  to  build  up  the  waterfront  of 
both  cities. 

Chas.  Fieberling  and  his  family  put  in  a 
couple  of  weeks  at  Santa  Cruz.  Chas.  says 
it  is  a  great  place  and,  outside  of  dropping 
all  his  pennies  at  the  Casino,  he  says  he 
had  a  good  time. 

Several  of  the  boys  have  recently  called 
on  Old  Reliable  Drinkwater  and  report 
that  he  is  still  in  the  hospital  but  is  im- 
proving right  along.  "Drinky"  has  had  a 
long  siege  of  it  and  it  is  hoped  he  will  soon 
be  on  his  feet  and  able  to  make  the  rounds 
among  his  pals. 

Clara  Ziegler,  nee  Faneuf,  recently  paid 
a  visit  to  this  office  and  was  warmly  greeted 
by  her  old  associates.  She  said  she  had  a 
wonderful  trip  through  the  East  but  that 
she  encountered  considerable  hot  weather 
and  was  glad  to  return  to  the  cool  of  the 
bay  breezes.  The  bunch  were  glad  to  see 
her  and  hope  that  she  will  call  often. 

General  Offices.  —  Cupid  has  again 
been  on  the  warpath  in  the  stenographic 
division.  On  Monday,  August  3rd,  Miss 
Helen  Bauer  changed  her  name  to  Mrs. 
Leland  Creighton.  Although  we  miss 
Helen  very  much  we  wish  her  every  happi- 
ness in  her  new  home  in  Portland. 

With  the  culmination  of  Cupid's  artful 
selling  efforts  and  a  minister  we  find  that 
Carlton  E.  Stryker  has  joined  the  benedicts. 
We  extend  congratulations. 

Marjorie  Green  has  accepted  the  position 
left  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mable 
Savage.  We  miss  "Poco"  very  much  but 
expect  her  return  some  day. 

Frances  Kerns  has  returned  after  a  per- 
fect vacation  at  Rock  Springs,  Wyoming. 
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"Wee"  is  already  planning  another  trip  for 
next  year  but  someone  told  us  that  she 
received  a  "hope  chest"  for  her  birthday, 
so  we  will  have  to  be  patient  and  wait  for 
more  information. 

Esther  Parker  is  filling  the  position  of 
stenographer  which  was  left  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  Helen  Bauer. 

May  McMurray  has  been  doing  substi- 
tute typing  in  the  stenographic  division. 

Margaretta  Lindsay  has  just  returned 
from  her  vacation  which  was  spent  at 
Yosemite.  Virginia  Clark  is  also  at  her 
desk  after  a  most  pleasant  vacation. 

Ruth  Erskine  is  doing  substitute  work 
during  the  vacation  period  in  the  steno- 
graphic department. 

Grace  Blake  is  now  at  Feather  River  Inn, 
and  on  her  return  Ida  Gibson  will  close  the 
vacation  season  in  the  stenographic  depart- 
ment with  a  two  weeks  rest  at  Aetna 
Springs. 

Max  Carash  is  very  vague  about  his  vaca- 
tion so  we  cannot  give  much  definite  in- 
formation. He  said  he  just  visited  "here 
and  there"  and  called  on  his  tailor,  so  we 
can  expect  to  see  a  new  suit  very  soon  of 
the  latest  cut  a  la  Fritz. 

Brenda  Bliss  has  joined  the  "bobbed" 
ranks  and  is  now  able  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  paper  curl,  straight  curl  or  marcel.  De- 
cided improvement,  too,  Brenda. 

Morrill  Westover  acquired  a  coat  of  tan 
and  some  fresh  air  and  returned  to  his  desk 
full  of  pep  after  a  two  weeks  rest  at 
Auburn  and  vicinity. 

Helen  Bambauer  comes  from  the  Fresno 
Water  Company  to  accept  a  position  in  the 
Auditing  Department. 

Ruby  Ahlport  who  has  been  doing  some 
typing  for  Mr.  Marliave,  our  chief  hydrog- 
rapher,  has  completed  the  work  assigned  to 
her. 

W.  C.  "Bill"  Flinner  has  been  transfer- 
red from  his  present  position  as  assistant 
Chief  Clerk  to  more  important  work  at  the 
yard. 

Central  Billing  Bureau. — 

Folks  give  ear,  to  hear  our  call 
And  muster  out  your  patience, 
For  herewith  read  our  repertoire 
Of  yearly  spent  vacations. 

Helen  Calley  has  joined  the  bobs — just 
two  more  left,  Nellie  Voight  and  Florence 
Cuneo.  We  are  betting  that  Elsie  Cooper 
will  be  next.  Come  on,  Elsie,  be  a  sport 
and  use  the  scissors. 


Helen  Kelley  rested  up  during  her  vaca- 
tion and  was  welcomed  back  for  she  re- 
lieved much  anxiety.  Hazel  Madison  says 
she  is  ready  to  take  another  vacation. 

Edith  Harrington  sent  us  a  wireless  from 
the  Southland  that  her  vacation  was  being 
invested  in  rest  and  pleasure. 

Lucille  Small  returned  to  the  office  much 
refreshed.  During  her  vacation  Marion 
Schwartz  filled  her  position.  Marion  is 
now  having  a  wonderful  time  in  Oregon,  of 
course.  We  all  join  in  wishing  her  a  good 
time. 

Flora  Cuneo  has  joined  her  family  on  a 
vacation  trip  and  will  take  a  rest  in  the 
country. 

Nell  Voigt  spent  her  vacation  in  looking 
over  the  local  places.  As  a  climax  she 
visited  Anna  Patton  in  San  Jose.  Nell  re- 
news all  our  old  acquaintances  and  keeps 
the  department  posted  on  the  activities  of 
former  employees. 

For  some  time  ye  scribe  has  been  search- 
ing for  some  one  to  chronicle  events  of  this 
department  for  Bubbles.  Success  has  re- 
sulted in  the  discovery  of  Lillian  Dow.  Be 
sure  to  look  forward  for  the  next  edition. 

Helen  Maltesta  and  Florice  Ware  are 
new  arrivals  in  the  department  and  are  fill- 
ing in  during  the  vacation  period.  We  feel 
happy  to  have  them  with  us. 

Zetta  Dunstan  has  been  figuring  all  sum- 
mer on  when  her  vacation  time  would 
come.  Never  mind,  Zetta.  It  is  well  to 
know  that  you  are  so  much  appreciated. 

Ruby  Brandt  who  recently  returned  to 
her  desk  after  an  operation  was  unable 
to  continue  and  is  now  away  on  a  leave  of 
absence. 

If  what  you've  read  has  been  a  bore, 
And  grant  its  repetition, 
Then  read  again  our  tale  of  woe, 
In  Bubble's  next  edition! 


CHEAPER 

The  female,   'tis  said,   is  "more  deadly  than   the 

male," 
But  we'll  never  fear  her  more,  when  she's  upon 

our  trail. 

If  "rag  and  bone  and  hank  of  hair,"  once  caused 

in  us  alarm, 
We've  nothing  now  to  fear,  for  she's  lost  one-third 

her  charm. 

Since  she  has  bobbed  her  hair  and  lost  the  grace 

it  lent, 
We've   at  last   her  number— "MARKED   DOWN 

THIRTY-THREE  PER  CENT.' 

Walter  R.  Curtin. 
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appear  to  be 


the 


RIGHT  at  vacation  time  when  it  would 
seem  that  news  items  could  be  most 
easily  procured   there  seems  to  be 

few  people  around  from  whom  to  get  them, 
but  we  can  tell  you  about  some  of  those 
who  have  returned. 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Farrell  has  returned  from  La 

Honda    and   she   re-     

ports  a  most  enj  ov- 
al) 1  e  time.  She 
enjoyed  the  quiet 
but  says  that  one 
great  disadvantage 
of  country  stores  is 
that  they  do  not 
give  green  trading 
stamps. 

Marilla  \^  illiams. 
\  erda  McMeekin 
and  Ethel  Aronson 
went  (Star)  gazing 
in  \  osemite  Nation- 
al Park.  They  say 
that  no  matter  where 
they  travel  the  "Stars' 
same. 

Gene  Agers  spent  a  very  enjoyable  vaca- 
tion in  Modesto.  She  returned  wearing  a 
healthv  smile,  a  little  sunburn  and  with 
full  intentions  of  starting  a  hope  chest. 

Beatrice  Barron  is  helping  out  during 
vacation  at  the  yard  office  in  Auditor  Sedg- 
wick's department.  ^  elcome  to  the  fold. 
Bee! 

Jessie  Wishart  is  spending  a  pleasant  two 
weeks  in  Seattle. 

V  irginia  Clark  is  spending  her  vacation 
sight-seeing. 

Frank  O'Brien  is  going  to  spend  his  vaca- 
tion sight-seeing  San  Francisco. 

Joev  Green  has  a  new  Ford  coupe  and  he 
plans  to  use  it  in  the  next  few  weeks  on  his 
vacation. 

Ben  O'Brien  is  helping  out  in  the  Turn 
Off  department  and  he  has  a  great  time 
keeping  awav  from  the  speed  cops. 

Whee.  another  man  gone  wrong  — 
Brownell  "clone  got  married." 

Grace  Pilotti  spent  a  very  enjoyable 
vacation  in  Rio  Nido.  She  returned  much 
sooner  that  she  expected  owing  to  impor- 
tant engagement  with  a  certain  fortune 
teller  in  San  Leandro. 

Frank  Pretti  and  Ray  O'Connor  have 
been  telling  each  other  fish  stories.     Frank 


says  that  he  is  so  far  out-classed  that  he 
never  will  tell  another. 

Doc  Barry  feels  his  age — the  girls  at 
\  osemite  this  year  passed  him  up  com- 
pletely. 

Patrick  J.  Horan,  Tom  Griffin  and  Jack 
Griffin,  w7ith  their  respective  families,  spent 
a  pleasant  vacation  in  Trinity  county. 

The  boys  were  reminding  Jack  Zimmer- 
man about  his  start  some  years  ago  on 
Maud  avenue:  that  start  is  going  to  carry 
him  to  Montana  soon. 

Harry  Agnew  took  his  family  to  Yo- 
semite  this  vear. 

Charles  Brignolia  and  A.  Muzio  are 
among  the  successful  deer  hunters  this 
season.  Jack  Francis  also  secured  a  fine 
trophy  but  we  strongly  suspect  that  some 
one  took  Henry  Gutte's  gun  away  from  him 
under  the  impression  that  he  was  too  young 
to  handle  firearms.  The  story  he  tells  us  is 
that  he  lost  it  out  of  the  back  of  his 
machine. 

Ben  Gerlach  has  been  accused  of  being  a 
battery  expert.  Somehow,  somewhere,  he 
has  acquired  just  such  a  coat  as  goes  with 
that  profession. 

George  Hunter  is  enjoying  his  vacation 
"Somewhere  in  California." 

Mr.  Gran  is  planning  to  go  to  Wisconsin 
soon.  Mrs.  Gran  has  been  spending  some 
time  in  the  East  and  will  return  with  him. 

Andrew  Jerome  Gawley,  Jr.,  is  anxiously- 
awaiting  the  23rd  of  September.  After 
that  date  he  expects  to  remain  on  this  side 
of  the  bay  permanently.  We  all  extend  our 
best  wishes. 

Genevieve  Hoar  is  helping  out  in  L.  L. 
Farrell's  department  while  Esther  Swan  is 
away  on  her  vacation.  She  sure  is  doing 
nicelv.    Atta  bov! 

Esther  Swan  is  awav  on  her  vacation. 
She  declined  to  tell  us  her  destination,  but 
we  all  suspect  Kentucky. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Bert  Dohms 
could  qualify  as  a  quick  change  artist, 
someone's  eve  was  quicker.  He  has  been 
elected  "Chief"  of  the  Bald-Headed  Man's 
Club. 

Fred  Kitchen  has  a  new  Essex  car. 

"Being  bald-headed  is  no  disgrace — 
Comb  less  hair  and  wash  more  face." 

"Breathes  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead 
Who  never  to  himself  hath  said. 
As  he  stubs  his  toe  against  the  bed, 
X- ! ! !  *  *  *— -xxxx xxx ! ! " 
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BERKELEY  is  on  the  eve  of  great 
things.  All  building  records  are 
being  smashed.  Statistics  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1925,  show  that 
during  the  past  twelve  months,  build- 
ing operations,  in  this  city,  amount  to 
$10,259,005.80  against  $8,717,030.45,  dur- 
ing the  previous 
year;  an  increase  of 
$1,541,975.35.  The 
most  gratifying 
thing  about  the 
rapid,  but  steady 
growth  of  the  city  is 
the  total  absence  of 
so-called  boom  con- 
ditions. A  great 
many  homes  are  be- 
ing built  for  new- 
comers, and  where 
local  residents  erect 
new  homes  the  old 
ones  are  snapped  up 
immediately.  This 
indicates  a  substantial  growth  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Harriet  Meriam  is  making  a  tour  through 
the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  Mexico, 
and  from  recent  reports  she  is  gaining 
quite  a  bit  of  knowledge  in  fandangos  for 
the  benefit  of  our  dancing  class. 

Isabel  McGregor  has  left  us  to  return  to 
college.  She  will  major  in  Economics.  We 
are  sorry  to  lose  Isabel. 

Hazel  Hooper  said,  "I  wish  vacation 
time  was  over  so  I  won't  have  to  pull  all 
these  cards."  Cheer  up,  Hazel,  it  won't  be 
long  before  you  will  be  casting  a  romantic 
glance  upon  the  tall  redwoods  of  Mariposa. 

Our  diving  Venus,  Electa  Musgrave,  is 
holding  down  the  heavy  relief  during  Har- 
riet Meriam's  absence.  We  hope,  Electa, 
you  will  be  in  balance  upon  Harriet's 
return. 

Office  Mystery — What  has  happened  to 
our  dancing  class,  and  bathing  girls?  Also 
why  does  Eleanor  Bates  start  all  the  office 
correspondence,  "My  dear  Bob"? 

Nellie  Knox  returned  from  her  outing  at 
Pismo  Beach,  looking  hale  and  hearty,  also 
with  a  nice  coat  of  tan.  Nellie  said  that  we 
do  not  know  what  clams  are  until  we  taste 
a  Pismo.  Possibly,  Nellie,  but  it  may  have 
been  a  different  kind  of  shellfish  you 
tasted. 


Marion  Illich,  our  cashier,  said  she 
would  have  accompanied  her  brother  on 
his  recent  deer  hunt,  but  she  had  already 
found  her  Dear. 

Florence  Corey  of  the  "On  and  Off" 
department,  has  quite  a  variety  of  work 
lately.  Between  watching  our  service  men 
with  their  orders  and  answering  phone 
calls,  Florence  is  kept  busy. 

Ralph  Boyd  wandered  up  into  the  high 
altitudes  of  Lake  Tahoe,  so  he  could  get  a 
breath  of  light  air  instead  of  hot  air. 

Walter  Stoddard  is  back  in  the  harness 
again  after  two  weeks  sojourn  at  Seigler 
Springs.  Walt  said  that  the  Springs  are 
the  only  place  where  one  can  rest  and  come 
back  feeling  like  he  had  had  a  real  vaca- 
tion. ( Of  course,  Walter,  it  has  been 
rumored  that  there  are  other  things  besides 
the  health  giving  H.,0  at  Seigler.  How 
about  it?) 

Jack  Hansen  has  just  received  a  bill  from 
one  of  the  travel  agencies.  'Pears,  Jack,  as 
though  you  ran  them  out  of  time  tables  try- 
ing to  figure  out  the  most  mileage  for  the 
least  amount  of  money.  You  know,  Jack  is 
a  married  man. 

"Berkeley  Dick"  Holroyd  is  kept  on  the 
jump  now-a-days,  between  calls  from  the 
Yard  and  Office  in  regards  to  leaks  and 
breaks.  Well,  Dick,  we  will  all  be  glad 
when  summer  is  over  and  you  can  rest  by 
your  fireside  and  toast  some  of  those  good 
almonds  of  yours. 

Dick  Reilley,  our  star  relief  in  the  Serv- 
ice Department,  wonders  why  there  are  so 
many  orders  when  he  comes  out. 

Thad  and  Luther  are  back  on  the  collec- 
tion force  again,  after  a  wonderful  vaca- 
tion. Thad  has  taken  over  Drinkwater's 
territory  ( Rue  de  Broadway ) .  Look  out, 
Thad,  for  those  wily  looking  medicos. 

Abe  Solomon  said,  "The  King  was  wise, 
but  I  have  to  be  wiser  in  watching  this 
gang  of  mine." 

Tony  Musio  is  running  a  ten-inch  main 
along  Oxford  and  Addison  streets.  Tony's 
only  wish  is  "When  will  deer  season  open" 

Sid  Goure  is  in  charge  of  twenty  men 
who  are  laying  a  six  inch  main  on  Hopkins 
street  from  Rose  to  Josephine.  Sid  likes 
the  new  Sullivan  air  compressor  very 
much.  It  is  a  big  aid  in  cutting  trenches  in 
the  streets — thanks  to  our  Mechanical  Age. 
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SOMEONE  said.   "Time  and  tide  wait 
for  no  man."    So  it  is  with  construc- 
tion, only  that  this  goes  on  by  the  aid 
of  man.     And  it  is  certainly  progressing 
rapidly  in  Alameda. 

The  new  high  school  is  looking  more  and 
more  like  a  school  building  and  less  like 
an  accumulation  of 
concrete,  bricks, 
lumber  and  girders. 
The  old  building 
which  will  form  the 
west  wing,  is  sur- 
rounded with  scaf- 
folding preparatory 
for  the  final  outer 
construction.  The 
old  front  entrance 
has  been  closed.  One 
wonders,  when  pass- 
ing, how  the  build- 
ing will  be  used  at 
all  with  such  a  bar- 
ricade surrounding 


Geo.  A.  McKeaw 

Correspondent 


it.  but  the  fall  session  will  open  on  the 
regular  date,  much  to  the  sorrow  of  some 
who  had  hopes  of  a  longer  vacation. 

The  new  hospital,  though  not  entirely 
completed,  is  being  used.  This  structure  is 
situated  in  an  ideal  location  right  at  the 
water's  edge. 

The  work  on  the  tube  is  stepping  right 
along.  Ground  has  already  been  broken 
on  the  Alameda  side.  The  accomplish- 
ment of  this  feat  of  engineering  will  be  of 
large  commercial  value  and  will  also  draw 
the  two  cities  of  Oakland  and  Alameda  to- 
gether in  closer  contact  by  the  greater  con- 
venience thus  established  and  by  the  relief 
of  traffic  congestion  which  will  result.  But 
— what  will  replace  that  old  familiar  alibi, 
"That  infernal  bridge  was  open?" 

Alameda  has  been-called  the  bedroom  of 
San  Francisco  and  the  Eastbay.  Perhaps 
there  was  more  truth  than  poetry  in  that 
josh.  For  when  California  wanted  the  most 
beautiful  girl  in  the  state  to  represent  her 
at  Atlantic  City,  she  came  to  the  bed- 
room and  found  the  "Sleeping  Beauty" 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Faye  Lamphier. 
Millicent  King  had  the  pleasure  and  honor 
of  attending  a  dinner  given  for  "Miss  Cali- 
fornia." Millicent  tells  us  that  Miss 
Lamphier  is  just  as  beautiful  and  lovely  as 
described,  very  natural  and  quite  human. 


James  Finch  is  back  on  the  job  again 
after  having  a  two  weeks  vacation  and  rest. 
Bud  Terry  helped  out  during  James' 
absence.  Bud  has  become  quite  well 
acquainted  with  the  town  while  substituting 
during  vacation  periods. 

0.  Palladini,  or  Joe,  as  we  know  him, 
is  kept  pretty  busy  these  days  with  new 
service  connections  and  repair  work.  Joe's 
nickname  should  be  "Old  Faithful."  He  is 
always  there. 

We  had  a  short  call  from  Lillian  Dow  a 
few  Saturdays  ago.  Lillian  made  her 
debut  in  the  Alameda  office  as  an  "extra," 
but  liked  the  work  so  well  she  stepped  into 
a  wider  field  as  a  regular  member  of  the 
Company's  large  family  in  the  Oakland 
office.  We  also  had  a  visit  from  Mrs. 
Philip  N.  Ferris,  nee  Gladys  Nelson,  who 
deserted  us  February  last  for  a  trip  on  the 
sea  of  matrimony.  Come  again,  Gladys, 
we're  alwTays  glad  to  see  you. 

Elizabeth  Walden  has  joined  the  Ala- 
meda force  as  an  extra  during  the  rush 
period.  Elizabeth  is  a  very  quick  and 
efficient  worker,  and  helps  out  wonderfullv. 

Pat  Shalley  is  extremely  busy  these  days 
laying  pipe  in  the  new  tract,  known  as 
Fernside,  just  recently  opened.  The  laying 
of  the  twelve-inch  line  on  Fernside  boule- 
vard is  completed.  The  rest  of  the  mains 
will  be  two  and  six-inch  lines  and  will  be 
finished  and  ready  for  services  by  the  time 
this  edition  of  Bubbles  is  released  from  the 
press.  Alreadv  applications  for  new  serv- 
ices have  been  applied  for  and  the  con- 
struction of  homes  started.  All  this  means 
more  work  for  the  meter  readers  and  col- 
lectors, but  will  mean  little  or  nothing  to 
these  boys  for  they  are  always  on  the  job 
with  a  smile. 

u  ho  should  drop  in  on  us  all  on  a  sum- 
mer's day,  all  dolled  up  in  lovely  blue,  but 
Mrs.  Frank  Harbst,  whom  we  knew  as 
Estelle  Lawrence.  Estelle  is  just  as  full  of 
vim,  vigor  and  vitality  as  ever.  Hope  to 
see  you  again  Estelle.  Also  on  our  visiting 
list  was  Mrs.  Paul  Nunn  (Essie  Nipper) 
and  her  young  son.  Somehow^  they  all  like 
to  come  back  now  and  again. 

What  Ho!  Swimmers  of  the  Tuesday 
Club  at  the  "Y."  How  about  a  joint  swim 
with  Alameda?  May  we  visit  you  some 
Tuesday  evening? 
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THIS  district  has  seen  a  considerable 
increase  in  construction  activity 
during  the  last  month.  This  is 
largely  due  to  the  action  of  the  trustees  of 
the°City  of  El  Cerrito  in  definitely  adopting 
their  fire  protection  and  street  improve- 
ment program.  This  program  includes  the 
installation  of  over 
80  new  fire  hydrants 
and  the  laying  of  sev- 
eral thousand  feet  of 
six-inch  cast  iron 
pipe,  in  addition  to 
the  improvement  of 
the  principal  streets. 

The  trenching  ma- 
chine has  been  work- 
ing in  this  territory 
during  the  past  few 
weeks,  preparing  the 
way  for  the  actual 
laying  of  the  pipe. 
Foreman  Frank  And-  John  L.  Rihn 

rino    and    men,    also  correspondent 

Foreman  Richard  Tobin  and  men,  are  busy 
installing  the  pipe,  while  Foreman  Elmer 
Wilson  and  men  are  renewing  old  pipe  and 
lowering  the  pipe  to  grade  wherever  nec- 
essary. 

Excellent  progress  is  being  made  in 
Richmond  in  the  installation  of  the  pipe 
ordered  under  city  contract.  The  majority 
of  the  work  called  for  has  already  been 
completed.  Foreman  Bennington  and  men 
have  made  an  unusually  good  showing  dur- 
ing the  time'  they  have  been  with  us. 

The  Rust-Campbell  Company's  golf 
equipment  factory  is  now  in  full  operation. 
This  new  industry,  the  only  one  of  its  kind 
west  of  the  Rockies,  turns  out  golf  balls, 
leather  goods  and  the  like,  and  is  expected 
to  develop  into  a  great  business. 

The  San  Francisco  Bridge  Company  has 
just  finished  a  wharf  200  feet  long  and 
thirty-two  feet  wide  at  its  land  on  the  inner 
harbor.  Material  and  equipment  will  be 
brought  in  over  this  wharf  at  once  for 
various  buildings  and  other  improvements 
to  be  made  on  part  of  the  forty-one  acres  of 
newly  reclaimed  land.  A  highway  is  to  be 
constructed  from  Richmond  avenue  to  this 
property. 

Wendell  and  Julia  LaFranz  are  spending 
two  weeks  in  Sonora  county.    Their  vaca- 


tion program  consists  of  camping,  fishing 
and  hunting.  The  last  named  reminds  us 
of  a  week-end  hunting  trip  Wendell  went 
on  recently.  He  had  made  numerous  prom- 
ises of  venison  steaks,  etc.,  and  we  were 
delighted  to  note  the  glowing  account  of 
his  success  in  the  Monday  morning  paper. 
However,  none  of  those  promises  were  ever 
fulfilled.  (We  have  always  understood 
that  deer  hunting  is  a  rather  "dear"  sport, 
but  we  did  not  think  that  paying  for  pub- 
licity was  an  item  of  its  expense.) 

Grant  Ewing  of  our  Service  Department, 
has  returned  from  Stinson  Beach  where  he 
spent  a  very  enjoyable  vacation.  Grant 
was  mother,  father  and  chief  cook  and 
bottle  washer  to  over  fifteen  boys.  Still, 
he  said  he  enjoyed  himself,  so  we  must  take 
his  word  for  it. 

Adeline  Clark  is  substituting  in  this 
office  during  the  vacation  period.  Adeline 
leaves  next  month  for  an  extended  vacation 
in  Butte  county. 

Timekeeper  Art  Perry  has  acquired  a 
shiny  new  Ford  roadster.  He  brought  it  to 
Richmond  one  day  to  show  it  off  and  all 
the  girls  wanted  a  ride.  Too  bad  it  can't 
hold  more,  Art. 

Timekeeper  Becker  is  on  the  El  Cerrito 
job.  We  have  only  seen  him  once,  so  did 
not  get  a  chance  to  ask  him  how  he  liked  it. 

Speaking  of  timekeepers,  we  must  not 
forget  "Hank"  Gutte,  who  is,  at  this  writ- 
ing, engaged  in  his  favorite  sport,  i.e.,  deer 
hunting,  only  this  time,  as  some  one  re- 
marked, it  is  four-legged  deer.  We  hope 
he  is  successful  for  reasons  which  should 
not  be  hard  to  guess. 

The  postal  business  of  the  Richmond 
post  office  showed  an  increase  of  fifteen  per 
cent  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30 

Now,  having  finally  succeeded  in  wheed- 
ling a  few  lines  of  space  in  these  columns 
from  Ye  Scribe,  we  girls  will  say  a  few 
words. 

Although  we  expected  some  poetry  in 
answer  to  our  rhyme,  "Our  Boys,"  we  were 
pleased  to  note  a  few  comments  (however 
untrue)  in  the.  Yard  division. 

Our  statement  concerning  young  men 
patronizing  beauty  parlors  was  contradic- 
ted. Still,  we  earnestly  believe  it  to  be 
true;  if  not,  how  come  a  certain  time- 
keeper's flunky  and  his  marcel  waves? 
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Progress 


MAN'S  life  may 
stagnate  as  literally  as 
water  may  stagnate,  and 
just  as  motion  and  direc- 
tion are  the  remedy  for 
one,  so  purpose  and  activ- 
ity are  the  remedy  for  the 
other. 

--John  ^Burroughs . 
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OAKLAND  — THE  COTTON  EXPORT  PORT 


rr\ 


\HE  recent  successful  tour  of  the  San 

I     Joaquin  cotton  belt  by  the  Oakland 

-*-    Chamber  of  Commerce  definitely  set 

in   motion   the   machinery   that   eventually 

will  make  Oakland  the  cotton  export  port 

of  the  Pacific  coast. 

Facts  revealed  by  the  tour  show  that  Oak- 
land is  the  logical  city  to  receive  and  export 
the  great  volume  of  cotton  that  will  be 
grown  in  San  Joaquin  and  Sacramento 
Valleys.  Already  financial  and  shipping 
facilities  have  been  organized  to  handle  the 
cotton  crop. 

While  commercial  cotton  growing  is  a 
new  thing,  cotton  has  been  grown  in  an 
experimental  way  for  many  years  in  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley.  It  was  not  until  four 
or  five  years  ago,  however,  that  any  serious 
attempt  was  made  to  grow  cotton  on  a 
commercial  scale  in  the  two  great  valleys. 

About  five  years  ago,  the  cotton  industry 
as  a  whole  began  to  see  that  new  acreage 
would  have  to  be  planted  elsewhere,  be- 
cause of  the  great  inroads  of  the  boll 
weevil  and  the  pink  boll  worm  in  the 
cotton-growing  sections  of  the  South. 

For  several  years  experiments  were  car- 
ried on  at  the  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  near  Fresno,  and  some  four  years 
ago  a  strain  of  cotton  was  developed  which 
was  given  the  name  "Acala."  This  variety 
of  cotton  is  best  adapted  to  California 
growing  conditions. 

Cotton  is  planted  in  rows  early  in  April, 
about  twenty  pounds  of  seed  to  the  acre. 
This  is  thinned,  so  that  the  plants  are'  set 
about  six  to  eight  inches  apart  soon  after 
the  cotton  comes  through  the  ground. 

Cotton  is  irrigated  from  two  to  six  times 
during  the  summer,  depending  upon  the 
amount  of  moisture  in  the  soil,  and  the 
location  in  the  valley.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  land  perfectly  level  for 
irrigation,  because  cotton  should  have 
neither  too  much  nor  too  little  water. 

Irrigation  is  most  successful  when  car- 
ried on  by  the  furrowing  method.  In  some 
sections  where  water  is  abundant,  the  flood 
method  of  irrigation  has  been  used  success- 
fully, but  this  is  unusual  because  the  aver- 
age water  has  a  tendency  to  blister  the 
stock  of  the  young  plant.  Cotton  plants  are 
cultivated  four  or  five  times  during  the 
growing  season,  and  in  some  localities 
hand  cultivation  is  practiced. 


Cotton  plants  grow  to  a  height  of  2  to 
31/2  feet,  and  each  plant  resembles  a  small 
tree,  with  branches  16  to  18  inches  long, 
beginning  close  to  the  bottom  and  tapering 
to  the  top.  The  cotton  itself  matures  in 
bolls  or  pods,  and  the  lower  branches  pro- 
duce the  earliest  crop.  In  the  middle  of 
September,  when  the  first  bolls  have 
opened,  and  the  cotton  on  the  lower 
branches  is  ready  to  pick,  one  frequently 
sees  the  white  cotton  blossoms  on  the  top- 
most branches. 

Picking  is  all  done  by  hand,  and  begins 
as  soon  as  the  field  begins  to  "show  white." 
Mexican  labor  is  used  almost  entirely  for 
picking,  and  the  price  paid  to  the  picker 
averages  about  one  and  one  half  cents  per 
pound. 

Each  picker  carries  a  bag  slung  with  a 
strap  from  the  shoulder,  and  when  the  bag 
is  full  he  weighs  in  at  one  end  of  the  field. 
The  cotton  is  dumped  into  a  wagon  with 
a  large  slat  box,  and  then  it  is  hauled  to 
the  gin.  Unloading  is  by  means  of  a  suc- 
tion pipe,  which  is  dropped  into  the  wagon 
box. 

The  cotton  is  carried  to  the  top  of  the 
gin  building  and  is  then  sent  down  into 
the  gin  saws  which  drag  the  cotton  fibre 
through  narrow  slots  on  a  metal  frame  too 
small  to  permit  the  passage  of  the  cotton 
seeds. 

The  seed  is  about  as  large  as  a  navy 
bean.  The  seed  drops  down  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  metal  shield  and  is  con- 
veyed by  conveyors  to  the  cotton  seed  ware- 
houses, which  are  usually  adjacent  to  the 
gin. 

The  cotton  lint,  which  is  now  free  from 
seed,  is  again  conveyed  by  suction  to  the 
baling  machine,  and  all  of  this  work,  with 
the  exception  of  applying  the  steel  bands 
around  each  bale,  is  automatic.  As  soon 
as  the  cotton  is  baled  it  is  marked  with 
the  owner's  identification  mark.  It  is 
weighed,  and  the  exact  weight  is  marked 
on  the  burlap  covering  the  bale,  and  then 
the  bales  of  each  grower  are  assembled  in 
various  parts  of  the  warehouses,  or  ad- 
jacent fields.  Here  it  is  inspected,  and 
bought  by  the  cotton  buyers. 

"Acala"  cotton  is  bringing  the  growers 
from  24c  to  25c  per  pound,  when  the  New 
York  Cotton  Exchange  price  for  standard 
cotton  is  now  about  21c.    This  premium  is 
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clue  to  the  fact  that  "Acala"  cotton  has  an 
unusually  long  staple,  the  fibres  averaging 
1  1/16  inches  against  the  standard  grade, 
which  measures  %  inches.  The  average 
production  in  California  per  acre  is  slightly 
over  500  pounds,  or  about  one  bale  to  the 
acre,  as  compared  with  the  United  States 
average  of  about  143  pounds  per  acre. 

Picking  continues  from  the  middle  of 
September  until  about  the  first  of  January, 
depending  of  course  upon  whether  or  not 
the  early  cold  weather  is  severe. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture Experiment  Station  reports  that 
the  cost  of  growing  cotton  in  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley  under  present  conditions  is 
in  the  neighbrohood  of  from  12c  to  15c 
per  pound,  so  there  is  every  likelihood  that 
cotton  can  be  produced  in  large  quantities 
every  year,  instead  of  only  in  the  high- 
price  years. 

The  cost  of  ginning  to  the  grower  is 
about  $6.50  per  bale  of  500  pounds.  Cotton 
seed  brings  from  $25.00  a  ton  up. 

The  "gin  bale"  of  cotton  is  about  the 
size  of  a  small  desk  and  weighs  about  500 
pounds  or  about  twelve  pounds  to  the 
cubic  foot.  Because  of  bulk,  cotton  in  this 
form  carries  a  high  freight  rate.  The  rail- 
roads accept  cotton  at  any  point  in  the 
valley,  but  haul  it  in  the  "gin  bale"  only 
as  far  as  the  nearest  cotton  compress.  Here 
the  bale  is  reduced  to  one-third  its  original 
size  by  hydraulic  pressure,  making  the 
weight  of  the  cotton  about  32  pounds  to 
the  cubic  foot.  It  then  moves  to  seaboard 
for  shipment. 

Because  cotton  is  subject  to  hybradiza- 
tion,  only  one  variety  of  cotton  can  be 
grown  in  California.  This  is  made  possible 
through  the  recent  state  law. 

While  certain  insects,  such  as  cutworms, 
take  a  small  toll  on  the  young  plants, 
there  is  really  very  little  danger  of  Cali- 
fornia cotton  becoming  infected  by  the  boll 
weevil.  This  particular  pest,  which  has 
caused  so  much  damage  in  the  South,  does 
not  thrive  in  California  because  of  lack  of 
humidity,  and  strict  precautions  are  being 
maintained  by  state  officials. 

The  first  bale  of  cotton  has  arrived  in 
Oakland  for  export.  Cotton  purchases  have 
been  made  in  the  Sacramento  Valley  and 
as  soon  as  the  shipment  arrives  here  it  will 
be  exported  to  Liverpool.  This  shipment 
will  organize  the  financial  and  shipping 
facilities  and  prepare  Oakland  to  receive 
fhe  future  cotton  crop. 


EL  CERRITO 

"Watch  Us  Grow" 

NINE  years  ago  a  group  of  loyal  resi- 
dents in  the  district  between  the 
Richmond  city  limits  and  the  Contra 
Costa-Alameda  County  line,  banded  them- 
selves together,  and  by  mutual  agreement 
decided  to  form  a  municipality,  little  real- 
izing at  the  time,  that  it  would  develop 
into  one  of  the  fastest  growing  cities  in 
the  East  Bay  district. 

For  seven  years  the  city  laid  quiet  and 
content  in  the  throes  of  inactivity.  The 
issuing  of  a  building  permit  was  an  item 
worthy  of  a  half  a  column  in  the  weekly 
paper. 

In  April,  1924,  following  the  election  of 
a  new  group  of  city  officers,  taking  as  their 
slogan,  "El  Cerrito,  Watch  Us  Grow,"  the 
city  began  to  take  on  enormous  propor- 
tions, far  exceeding  the  wildest  imagination 
of  even  the  most  optimistic. 

Through  the  untiring  efforts  of  this 
group  of  officers,  a  $65,000  bond  issue  was 
floated.  The  people  were  quick  to  take  up 
the  spirit  of  progress,  with  the  result  that 
the  bond  issue  was  carried  unanimously; 
carrying  of  this  bond  issue  proved  to  be 
the   turning   point   in   the   city's   progress. 

The  A.  J.  Crocker  Co.  of  San  Francisco 
were  awarded  a  contract  to  lay  over 
1,000,000  feet  of  Warrenite  pavement  (con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  formulas  in  the 
market),  all  of  which  will  be  completed 
within  the  next  few  months. 

A  new  fire  house,  a  new  American  La 
France  fire  engine,  and  over  one  hundred 
standard  six-inch  fire  hydrants  placed  in 
convenient  positions  about  the  city  make  it 
one  of  the  best  fire  protected  cities  of  its 
size   in   California. 

The  East  Bay  Water  Company  is  es- 
pecially to  be  commended  on  the  very  effi- 
cient way  which  they  have  co-operated  with 
the  city  officials  in  solving  the  problem  of 
better  drinking  water. 

Trustee  C.  W.  Zimmerman,  Department 
of  Water  and  Lights,  says:  "I  wish  to 
thank  the  East  Bay  Water  Company  for 
the  splendid  way  in  which  they  have  co- 
operated with  me  in  improving  the  water 
facilities  of  this  city." 

And  B.  Becker  says:  "I  want  to  es- 
pecially thank  Fred  Klaus  and  L.  L.  Far- 
rell  for  their  timely  suggestions  which 
have  made  our  water  system  the  best  in 
the  west." 
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ANNUAL  BARBECUE  AND  PICNIC 


ON  AUGUST  30,  about  500  of  the  em- 
ployees of  our  company  gathered  at 
the  picnic  ground  below  Lake  Chabot 
and  enjoyed  a  wonderful  day  at  our  annual 
picnic  and  barbecue. 

The  fun  started  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  continued  throughout  the  clay 
and  far  into  the  night. 

Charles  Fieberling  and  his  funny  assis- 
tants, Frank  Pretti  and  Bob  Cavanagh, 
were  on  hand  to  conduct  the  ceremonies. 
Charley  appeared  in  the  role  of  Charley 
Chaplin,  while  Frank  Pretti  presented  us 
with  a  correct  imitation  of  "Little  Red 
Riding  Hood."  Bob  Cavanagh  was  one  of 
the  sensations  of  the  clay  with  his  costume 
and  interpretation  of  a  Honolulu  flapper. 

Charley  sure  knows  how  to  pull  out  the 
talent.  The  first  screech  of  the  day  was 
the  arrival  of  the  three  entertainers  in  an 
old-fashioned  hack,  drawn  by  a  flee-bitten 
gray  horse  all  dolled  up  in  the  latest  flap- 
per apparel.  After  posing  for  a  number 
of  pictures  which  appear  in  this  issue  of 
Bubbles,  Charley,  Frank  and  Bob  got  busy 
with  the  entertainment  of  the  morning.  A 
number  of  exciting  race  contests  were  or- 
ganized, and  everybody  participated  either 
as  contestant  or  spectator. 

Winners  of  the  various  races  were: 

Little  girls'  race  —  Alice  Foglia,  first; 
Alfrecla  Montana,  second;  Bernice  Britos, 
third. 

Little  boys'  race — Clarence  Britos,  first; 
Sydney  Golman,  second;  Fred  Carash, 
third. 

Girls'  race  —  Viola  DeMello,  first;  La 
Verne  Banta,  second;  Clara  Montana, 
third. 

Young  ladies'  race  —  Marie  Martinez, 
first;  Elisa  Martinez,  second;  Dora  Marti- 
nez, third. 

Employees'  race  (one  girl  from  each 
office) — Frances  Kerns,  first;  Grace  Pilotti, 
second;  Lillian  Dow,  third. 

Men  employees'  race — Ralph  Hoffman, 
first;  Henry  Bonetti,  second;  W.  Erwin, 
third. 

Costume  race  —  Dora  Martinez,  first; 
Elisa  Martinez,  second;  Carmen  Torres, 
third. 

Girls'  bean  race — Mrs.  B.  F.  Betterton, 
first;  Mae  Howard  Hart,  second;  Francys 
Wetherell,  third. 


Much  racing,  cheering  and  general  en- 
thusiasm developed  a  healthy  appetite  on 
the  part  of  those  present,  so  shortly  after 
noon  we  sat  down  to  a  number  of  heavily 
laden  tables.  The  feed-bag  contained 
plenty  of  good  grub,  and  it  was  topped  off 
by  ice  cream,  cake  and  coffee. 

Theodore  Neilson  proved  to  be  the  best 
guesser  of  the.  day,  as  he  won  the  bean- 
guessing  contest.  Theodore's  guess  was  931, 
whereas  there  were  932  beans  in  the  jar. 

In  the  afternoon  the  entertainment  com- 
mittee conducted  a  dance  at  the  special 
platform  erected  for  the  purpose.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  several  Spanish  and  Mexican 
dancers  gave  us  a  thrill  with  their  intricate 
and  wicked  steps.  These  people  sure  do 
know  how  to  shake  a  mean  hoof. 

There  was  enough  grub  left  over,  so 
that  those  who  wanted  to  make  an  evening 
of  it  got  another  feed  about  sundown.  Then 
the  dancing  and  merry-making  continued 
under  the  Japanese  lanterns  that  had  been 
hung  on  wires  stretched  between  the  trees. 

And  before  I  get  through  with  this  tell- 
ing about  the  picnic,  I  want  to  say  a  word 
about  our  picnic  ground.  Our  picnic  grounds 
just  below  Lake  Chabot  is  one  of  the  best 
ones  anywhere.  In  fact,  we  make  every- 
body else  jealous.  The  big  trees  give  lots 
of  shade,  the  grounds  are  near  the  dam- 
just  a  nice  walk— water  is  piped  in,  nice 
tables,  a  fine  dance  platform  and  every- 
thing as  clean  as  a  pin.  The  best  part  of 
it  is  that  our  company  is  just  large  enough 
to  comfortably  fill  the  grounds  without 
being  crowded. 

Of  course,  the  day  was  .not  complete 
without  the  annual  scrap  between  the 
"barnyard  golfers"— horseshoe  pitchers— 
you  know  what  I  mean.  They  were  all  out 
in  their  glory  heaving  the  old  horseshoes 
about.     No    broken    heads   were    reported. 

President  Edgerton,  General  Manager 
Wilhelm,  Secretary  Marks,  and  other 
officers  of  the  company  were  present  to 
help  along  the  fun,  and  to  participate  in 
the  day's  sport. 

After  having  played  all  we  could,  eaten 
all  we  could,  danced  all  we  could,  until 
far  in  the  night — we  called  it  a  glorious 
day.  These  picnics  are  sure  the  stuff.  We're 
waiting  for  the  next  one! 


Scenes  at  the  1925  Barbecue 


The  Big  Three 


Our  Reliable  Lieutenants 


Two  Stray 
District  Managers 


Retired  and  Happy 


Jrf^ff 
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Harry  and  a  Few  of  His  Pumpers 


1  t;u  - ? 


'Louie"  and  Some  of  His  Assistants 
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PUBLIC  UTILITIES  WIN  FIRST  PRIZE 


PUBLIC  service  corporations  of  East 
Bay  cities  set  another  record  for  high 
accomplishment  at  the  dinner  given 
by  the  Berkeley  Chamber  of  Commerce  on 
the  evening  of  September  10  in  the  State 
Armory,  when  they  won  first  prize  for 
the  most  representative  and  most  artisti- 
cally decorated  table. 

The  dinner  was  a  preliminary  feature 
of  the  Annual  Expansion  Week  campaign 
conducted  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
The  purpose  of  this  campaign  was  to  en- 
large the  chamber's  membership  and  to 
impress  upon  the  people  of  Berkeley  and 
business  interests  the  important  work  which 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  doing. 


The  first  prize,  won  by  the  utilities,  was 
the  statue  of  "Success,"  reproduced  above. 
After  the  prize  was  awarded,  the  utility 
men  presented  it  to  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce as  a  permanent  ornament  for  the 
new  Chamber  of  Commerce  quarters. 

The  table  contained  the  combined  ex- 
hibits and  decorations  of  the  Southern 
Pacific,  Berkeley  Transportation  Company, 
Western    Union,    Pacific    Telephone    and 


Telegraph,  Santa  Fe,  Golden  Gate  Ferry, 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric,  Key  System,  and 
the  East  Bay  Water  Company. 

Our  company  was  represented  by  a  mini- 
ature of  the  aerators  at  San  Pablo  Filter 
plant.  Electric  lighting  effects  added  color 
and  vitality  as  the  water  cascaded  through 
the  aerators.  The  display  was  a  delight 
from  the  spectator's  standpoint,  as  it  added 
life  to  the  entire  public  utility  table. 

In  the  center  of  the  table  was  a  working 
model  of  the  Key  System  lines  from  por- 
tions of.  the  East  Bay  to  the  ferry  slip. 
San  Francisco  Bay  was  shown  with  the 
Ferry  Building  and  the  models  of  the 
Berkeley  Transportation  Company's  barges 
steaming  up  to  Berkeley's  waterfront. 

The  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Co.  was  represented  by  its  new  Berkeley 
Telephone  Building,  reproduced  in  con- 
fectioner's frosting.  The  miniature  was 
four  feet  high  and  occupied  one  corner 
space  of  the  table.  The  Berkeley  Trans- 
portation Company  was  represented  by 
models  showing  its  wharves  in  Berkeley 
and  two  of  its  boats.  These  were  repro- 
duced in  floral  designs. 

The  Western  Union  displayed  two  tele- 
graph instruments  and  other  equipment 
showing  services  which  are  available  in 
Berkeley.  An  excellent  reproduction  of 
the  Pitt  River  project  was  presented  by 
the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  Expansion  Week 
was  to  secure  additional  members  for  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Benjamin  A. 
Glover,  manager  of  the  Telephone  Com- 
pany in  Berkeley,  was  chairman  of  the 
Public  Utilities  Committee,  whish  solicited 
membership  during  the  campaign.  Mem- 
bers of  Mr.  Glover's  committee  were :  E.  A. 
Mitchell  of  the  Southern  Pacific,  Capt. 
John  Atthowe  of  the  Berkeley  Transporta- 
tion Company,  Clarence  Vincent  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  F.  M.  Shick 
of  the  Santa  Fe,  G.  T.  McNeely  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Ferry  Company,  John  H.  Pape 
of  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company, 
and  Tevis  Crafts,  our  own  district  mana- 
ger in  Berkeley. 

The  table  occupied  by  the  public  utilities 
representatives  was  decorated  by  John 
Carbone,  nationally  known  orchid  grower 
of  Berkeley. 
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2,188  GLASSES  OF  WATER  FOR  5  CENTS 


THE  delivery  of  water  to  our  con- 
sumers is  essentially  a  transporta- 
tion service.  Just  as  railroads  must 
concentrate  their  freight  being  dispatched 
to  its  destination,  so  must  our  company 
concentrate  its  water  supply  in  huge  reser- 
voirs such  as  San  Pablo,  Lake  Chabot  and 
Upper  San  Leandro. 

Just  as  railroads  must  distribute  freight 
over  railroad  lines,  so  must  a  water  com- 
pany distribute  water  through  pipe  lines. 
The  cost  of  transportation  depends 
largely  upon  the  nature  of  the  country 
through  which  the  transportation  service 
is  operated.  It  is  but  natural  to  expect 
that  the  cost  of  transporting  freight  or  any 
other  commodity  will  be  less  where  the 
land  is  flat,  and  that  the  cost  will  be  cor- 
respondingly higher  where  it  is  necessary 
to  climb  over  hills  or  tunnel  through 
mountains. 

What  is  true  of  railroads  in  this  regard 
is  likewise  true  of  our  company  in  dis- 
tributing water  in  the  East  Bay  cities.  Here 
we  have  the  most  unusual  and  difficult 
topographical  conditions  of  any  city  in  the 
world.  The  district  served  by  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company  is  35  miles  long  from 
Richmond  to  Alvarado  and  from  2^4  to  5 
miles  wide.  Starting  at  sea  level  it  is  neces- 
sary to  serve  water  from  this  point  up  onto 
the  Oakland  and  Berkeley  hills  at  an  ele- 
vation of  1150  feet.  .  In  other  words,  we 
must  transport  water  up  to  the  top  of  these 
hills  to  serve  all  of  the  people  living  in 
the  East  Bay  cities. 

In  order  to  get  this  water  into  the  East 
Bay  district  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  drive 
long  tunnels  through  the  hills.  After  water 
has  been  brought  through  the  hills,  it  is 
necessary  to  transport  it  by  means  of  pump- 
ing plants  and  distribution  reservoirs 
(water  store  houses)  to  various  sections  of 
the  city.  Many  pumping  plants  and  reser- 
voirs are  necessary  to  transport  the  volume 
of  water  used  by  the  people  of  the  East  Bay 
cities  daily. 

Reduced  to  a  transportation  basis,  the 
cost  of  water  to  the  people  of  the  East  Bay 
cities  is  but  8  cents  for  every  ton  of  water 
used.  This  small  cost  of  8  cents  per  ton 
includes  cost  of  gathering  the  water  on 
the  watershed  lands,  storhag  it  in  reservoirs, 
passing  it  through  filtration  plants,  pump- 
ing it  up  from  sea  level  to  1150  feet,  stor- 


ing it  again  in  distribution  reservoirs  and 
delivering  it  to  the  homes  in  East  Bay  cities 
at  the  turn  of  a  faucet. 

Looking  at  it  in  another  way,  the  reason- 
able price  of  water  in  the  East  Bay  cities 
can  be  brought  home  to  the  average  person 
by  showing  him  that  he  can  drink  one 
quart  of  water  a  day  for  Wfe  years — equal 
to  2,188  glasses  full — and  the  water  will 
cost  him  less  than  5  cents. 


ai88 

glasses  of  water 
for  5^ 


If  you  dnnk.  one  quart  of  water  a  day 
for  a  year  and  a  half— 2188  glasses 
full — you  use  less  than  5  cents  worth 
of  water  under  the  water  rate  charged 
by  the  East  Bay  Water  Company. 

The  water  rate  is  essentially  a  trans- 
portation charge— the  cost  of  deliver- 
ing water  to  you  at  any  time  you  want  it. 

From  watersheds  to  your  home  or  factory, 
water  is  constantly  in  transportation.  It  is  gath- 
ered from  watershed  lands,  stored  in  huge  res- 
ervoirs, transported  by  pipe  lines  or  tunnel  tc 
filtration  plants,  where  it  is  purified  and 
pumped  into  distribution  reservoirs.  Held  in 
these  distribution  reservoirs,  water  is  always 
ready  to  rush  eagerly  into  your  kitchen,  wash 
bowl  or  bath  tub  when  you  turn  the  faucet 

The  cost  ot  this  ever  ready  transportation  ser- 
vice is  8  cents  for  every  ton  of  water  you  use 
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Such  facts  as  these  have  been  presented  to 
the  public  in  the  newspaper  advertising  used  by 
this  company  in  the  past.  The  accompanying 
advertisement  plainly  demonstrates  that  the  East 
Bay  Water  Company  serves  2,188  glasses  of  water 
for  5  cents.     This  is  a  most  interesting  fact. 

When  consumers  complain  to  you  about  the 
high  cost  of  water,  just  bring  home  to  them  the 
service  they  get  and  the  fact  that  they  can  drink 
a  quart  of  water  each  day  for  a  year  and  a  half 
— 2,188  glasses  for  less  than  5  cents. 
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FOOTPRINTS 

"Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us 
We  can  make  our  lives  sublime 

And,  departing,  leave  behind  us 
Footprints  on  the  sand  of  time. 

"Footprints  that  perhaps  another, 
Sailing  o'er  life's  solemn  main, 

A  forlorn  and  shipwrecked  brother. 
Seeing,  shall  take  heart  again." 

— Longfellow. 

Just  how  much  concern  are  you  giving 
to  the  sublimity  of  your  life?  In  our  own 
small  way  we  become  so  occupied  with 
thoughts  of  acquiring  wealth  that  ere  we 
know  "silver  threads  among  the  gold"  ap- 
pear. We  begin  to  see  how  empty  and  void 
our  life  has  been. 

As  Grey  said  in  his  "Elegy  in  a  Country 
Churchyard" : 

"'Full  many  a  gem  of  purest  ray  serene. 
The  dark,  unfathomed  caves  of  ocean  bear." 


There  are  so  many  unfathomed  caves 
where  sparkling  jewels  may  delight  your 
very  soul.  Out  in  the  wayside  places  some 
of  us  find  infinite  pleasure  in  communing 
with  nature.  The  flowers  of  the  field,  the 
beauties  of  the  sky  and  streams  —  to  be 
sure,  there  are  treasures  to  be  found  there. 
We  search  the  world  around  to  satisfy  our 
inward  longing  for  something  which  isn't 
there. 

Why  do  you  seek  the  distance  for  hidden 
jewels?  A  modest  soul  may  often  reflect 
the  most  cheerful  and  useful  things  in  life. 
We  do  not  attract  what  we  want  but  that 
which  we  are. 


PROGRESS 

Life  is  the  ocean  of  humanity-  Like 
the  vast  waters  of  the  sea,  it  has  its  ebb 
and  flow,  its  storms  and  sunshine,  its 
rocks  and  breakers,  and  its  tidal  waves. 
Civilization  has  its  rise  and  fall,  and  oc- 
casionally, movements  that  increase  the 
speed  of  its  progress,  or  that  slows  it 
down.  History  tells  us  that  the  forward 
and  backward  movements  have  been  in 
action  millions  of  years,  and  what  some 
feel  that  they  know  today  is  destructive 
more  than  ever  before,  are  being  deceived. 
The  Car  of  Progress  is  still  sweeping  on. 


HAUGHTY 

Proud  and  disdainful;  feeling  superior 
to  others;  lofty  and  arrogant  in  feeling 
or  manner;  supercilious. 

Proceeding  from  excessive  pride,  or 
pride  mingled  with  contempt;  manifesting 
a  sense  of  superiority;  as,  a  haughty  air 
or  walk;  a  haughty  tone. — Century. 

Wonder  if  such  a  person  is  conscious 
that  there  may  be  someone  near  with  sight 
clear  enough  to  detect  such  characteristics, 
but  pass  along  in  silence? 


KNOW  THYSELF 

Gnothi  seauton  —  Know  thyself.  This  is 
the  brief  admonition  of  an  ancient  Greek 
philosopher.  It  is  immortal.  Will  never 
die.  It  applies  today  with  the  same  force 
as  when  first  uttered.  Science  is  the  master 
instructor  of  the  age,  and  repeats  to  man 
alike:    Know  thyself. 


10 


October,  1925 


BUBBLES 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


BUBBLES  SOCIAL  CLUB  ANNUAL 
MEETING  AND  DANCE 

THE  annual  meeting  of  the  Bubbles 
Social  Club  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  October  16th.  Mr.  George  H. 
Wilhelm,  the  president  of  the  club,  opened 
the  meeting  and  gave  a  heart-to-heart  talk 
to  all  the  members  and  urged  that  a  more 
active  interest  be  taken  in  the  social  events 
scheduled  for  the  coming  year. 

Next  in  order  was  the  election  of  officers. 
Mr.  Wilhelm  was  unanimously  re-elected 
president.  The  position  of  vice-president 
was  hotly  contested  and  electioneering  was 
in  order.  Miss  Margaret  Pollard  and  Mr. 
Frank  O'Brien  were  in  line  for  this  office, 
the  latter  with  the  strength  of  the  members 
from  the  Yard,  was  elected.  Mr.  John 
Larson  was  appointed  secretary  and  Miss 
Helen  Armstrong  reappointed  treasurer. 
The  entertainment  committee  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  vice-president 
and  secretary. 

After  a  very  successful  meeting,  which 
adjourned  at  10  o'clock,  punch  was  served 
and  dancing  was  enjoyed.  Buster  Wy- 
man  and  his  friend  entertained  with  a 
Charleston. 

In  future  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the 
club  the  last  Thursday  of  every  month, 
and  the  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  the 
27th  of  November. 


GOOD  CHEER  CLUB 

Many  of  our  employees  are  laboring 
under  the  misapprehension  that  Bubbles 
Social  Club  and  the  Good  Cheer  Club  are 
one  and  the  same  organization.  This  is  not 
true.  Bubbles  Social  Club  was  organized 
in  1922  by  some  of  the  employees  who  de- 
sired to  bring  about  more  social  activities 
among  those  in  the  company  who  cared 
to  join. 

The  Good  Cheer  Club  was  started  by  all 
the  employees  of  the  company  seven  years 
ago  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
to  unfortunate  children  some  of  the  things 
they  might  have  missed,  especially  during 
the  Christmas  season.  Since  that  time  the 
work  has  broadened  and  our  own  company 
organization  has  grown  to  such  propor- 
tions that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  use 
most  of  the  funds  collected  for  relieving 
distress  among  our  own  workers. 


THE    BUBBLES    CLUB    IS    READY 
TO  GO! 

Now  that  the  Bubbles  Club  has  re-elected 
its  new  officers  we  are  all  ready  to  go  ahead 
with  another  big  successful  year.  The 
Bubbles  Club,  composed  of  employees  of 
our  company,  has  come  to  be  one  of  the 
important  units  in  our  organization.  Offi- 
cials of  the  company  are  heartily  in  favor 
of  it  and  are  giving  it  whole-hearted 
backing. 

The  club  now  has  200  members  in  good 
standing,  and  about  $600  in  the  treasury. 
That's  sure  going  some!  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  other  employees  who  want  to  come 
in,  and  right  now  is  the  time  to  make  your 
application.  We  want  to  make  the  Bub- 
bles Club  a  bigger  and  better  organization 
for  all  of  the  employees  who  care  to  par- 
ticipate in  its  activities. 

The  principal  object  of  the  club  is  to 
provide  a  meeting  ground  for  employees. 
Special  social  functions  will  be  held  for 
all  of  us  at  least  once  a  month,  so  that 
all  members  of  the  organization  may  be- 
come acquainted.  In  the  past,  the  club  has 
been  a  big  success  and  with  the  new  officers 
ready  to  go,  the  coming  winter  will  pro- 
vide many  enjoyable  entertainments. 

Remember  our  big  Forty-nine  Celebra- 
tion last  year!  All  the  boys  got  put  in  the 
"hoose-gow"  for  failing  to  come  in  cos- 
tume. And  the  girls  were  certainly  sweet 
in  hoops  and  crinolines.  Well,  those  of 
you  who  were  there  remember  the  fun  we 
had. 

The  Bubbles  Club  is  planning  other  big 
parties  and  social  functions  such  as  this. 

The  new  officers  of  the  club  have  de- 
cided that  our  Bubbles  Club  must  be  the 
best  social  organization  of  its  kind  any- 
where. While  we  can't  make  it  as  big  as 
the  clubs  of  some  of  the  other  utilities, 
because  we're  not  so  large;  after  all,  it 
isn't  the  size  that  counts  but  the  spirit  that's 
in  the  club. 

The  Bubbles  Club  is  planning  to  do  a 
lot  of  big  things  during  the  coming  months. 
There  are  going  to  be  entertainments  — 
good  ones  —  the  Entertainment  Committee 
and  other  committies  will  see  to  that. 

Do  you  want  to  be  in  on  the  fun?  If 
so,  send  in  your  application  right  now 
and  get  ready  for  a  good  time.  Come  on — 
let's  go!  Don't  crowd,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men! Present  your  applications  for  mem- 
bership immediately. 
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"BUBBLES"  from  OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 


OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA  •  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION   YARD 


GENERAL  OFFICES.— The  Sixth 
Annual  Convention  of  the  California 
Section  of  The  American  Water 
Works  Association  was  held  at  Santa  Cruz 
on  October  15,  16  and  17.  Messrs.  Klaus. 
Reinhardt,  Hawley,  Magerstadt,  John  R. 
Hunter.  Sedgwick.  Stevens  and  George 
Hunter  motored 
down  for  the  con- 
vention and  report  a 
very  enjoyable  time 
and  an  instructive 
meeting. 

Fred  Klaus  is  now 
driving  a  new  Pack- 
ard sedan,  and,  like 
a  boy  with  a  new 
bicycle,  is  keeping  it 
spic  and  span. 

Francys  Wetherell 
is  a  new  addition  to 
the  stenographic  di- 
vision. J.  R  FlEBERLING 

Edward  Bruno  has  Correspondent 

been  appointed  sanitary  inspector  for  the 
Wildcat  district. 

Buster  Wyman  won  a  S10  prize  for  do- 
ing the  Charleston  at  Alameda  recently 
but  he  wants  it  understood  that  he  is  not 
lending  any  of  it  as  the  new  suit  must 
be  paid  for. 

M.  Westover  got  Vancouver  on  his  radio 
the  other  night,  or  at  least  he  says  he  did. 

We  are  glad  to  have  C.  E.  Stryker  with 
us  again.  He  was  severely  burned  recently 
but  fortunately  no  scars  were  left. 

Arthur  G.  Craig  is  now  a  proud  papa. 
Just  wait  until  that  small  boy  is  ready  to 
play  football  and  then  your  troubles  will 
really  begin. 

C.  E.  Marliave,  our  chief  hydrographer. 
has  finished  his  work  with  this  company 
and  is  located  in  Los  Angeles.  We  enjoyed 
having  him  with  us  and  hope  he  will  soon 
return  to  the  East  Bav  district. 

Ida  E.  Gibson  will  soon  return  to  the 
office  and  we  are  glad  to  know  that  she 
is  recuperating  and  getting  a  much-needed 
rest. 


Jack  E.  Hansen  and  wife  have  returned 
from  the  East  after  an  extended  vacation. 
Elizabeth  was  heard  to  remark,  "Only  fifty 
more  weeks  until  the  next  one."  They  re- 
port a  most  wonderful  time. 

Walter  Curtin  now  weighs  160  pounds. 
This  is  just  a  warning  to  some  of  the 
girls  to  watch  your  step,  as  Walter  says 
he  is  going  to  propose  within  a  month. 

Until  after  the  21st  of  November  the 
main  object  among  the  employees  of  the 
company  will  be  the  big  game.  Are  you 
going? 

Oakland  Business  Office. — The  news 
items  for  this  issue  are  from  the  pen  of 
Blossom  Taber.  The  regular  scribe  grew 
stale  on  the  job  and  sent  out  an  S.O.S. 
Blossom  responded  nobly,  and,  in  her  ar- 
ticles, mentioned  all  the  important  news 
except  her  own  engagement.  She  is  wear- 
ing a  humdinger  of  a  ring  and,  in  the  near 
future,  will  be  known  as  Mrs.  Burton  Hart. 
May  success  and  prosperity  crown  the  ad- 
venture of  this  voung  couple  and  may 
there  be  no  reefs  in  the  sea  as  they  pursue 
their  matrimonial  course.  With  the  above 
prologue,  the  rest  of  the  space  is  alloted 
to  Blossom. 

If  asked  for  an  idea  of  a  "Perfect  Girl" 
the  following  would  be  submitted : 
One  who  had — 

Brenda  Bliss'  complexion; 

Myrt  Refiners'  disposition; 

Mary  Brown's  eyes; 

Leona  Atkisson's  form; 

Marge  McDonnell's  hair; 

Marge  Wellman's  line; 

Grace  Blake's  style; 

Ann  Machado's  ability; 

And  Lucille  Ward's  smile. 
Do  you  agree  with  this  and  can't  vou 
just  picture  yourself  dating  a  dream  like 
that?  Don't  shove — line  forms  on  the  right. 
It's  just  about  time  to  sit  back  and  relax 
until  next  vacation,  but  up  to  date  there 
are  still  a  few  that  are  flaunting  postcards 
from  various  resorts.  At  this  writing  Mary 
Brown  has  returned  from  Los  Angeles,  and, 
as  she  caught  the  bridal  bouquet  at  the  last 
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wedding,  no  one  can  vouch  for  what  she 
was  doing  down  there  —  but  folks,  have 
you  ever  strolled  along  the  Pike? 

Abbie  Homer  went  to  Yosemite  Valley 
— went  in  at  dawn  and  came  trotting  out 
at  sunset.  That's  what  I  call  a  fast  worker. 
But  she's  under  the  old  spell  just  the  same 
and  next  year,  it's  "The  Valley  or  bust." 
Count  Fritzie  Goetz  stayed  at  Camp 
Curry  for  two  weeks  and  he's  been  thrilled 
to  the  ears  ever  since.  He  met  lots  of  nice 
girls;  ate  like  a  horse;  watched  the  fire 
fall,  and,  in  Fritzie's  own  words,  "had  a 
lovely  time."  Folks,  you  lose  all  the  rap- 
ture out  of  that  line  in  print.  To  appreciate 
it,  you  have  to  listen  to  it  first  hand. 

Polly's  gone  too — Heaven  knows  where. 
No  one  can  keep  up  with  her.  That's  a 
man's  size  job.  But  we're  betting  the  last 
issue  of  Bubbles  and  the  front  door  key 
to  boot  that  she's  having  a  peach  of  a  time. 
And  Martie  Blote,  the  pride  of  the  office, 
is  gipsying,  and  Martie  says  "to  go  gipsy- 
ing  at  this  time  o'  year  is  to  really  live." 
Isabelle  Campile  spent  her  two  weeks  at 
home  and  she  could  have  been  told  of  lots 
of  thrilly  places  to  go. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  this  esteemed 
paper  Adelaide  Mellis  has  become  Mrs. 
Allen  Drahner,  and  those  who  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  attend  the  wedding  saw 
one  of  the  sweetest  brides  we  know.  Ade- 
laide wore  an  ecru  lace  dress  over  pink  and 
carried  pink  roses  and  for  her  hair  a 
wreath  of  orange  blossoms.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
House  (Vi  Lyons)  stood  up  with  them. 
After  the  marriage  service  a  reception  at 
the  house  followed  and  then  bride  and 
groom  left  for  Tahoe  for  their  honeymoon. 
There  was  not  a  single  casualty,  except  that 
Allen  forgot  the  license,  Arvilla  Daniels 
forgot  to  take  rice,  and  Adelaide  had  to 
climb  the  fence  with  a  shoe  in  one  hand 
and  her  brand  new  wedding  ring  on  the 
other  in  order  to  get  away.  Three  or  four 
of  the  guests  arrived  in  time  to  see  every- 
body sail  off  and  wave  goodbye. 

And  just  about  this  time  of  the  year,  the 
slogan  is:  "If  you  must  k-i-c-k,  go  out  for 
football."  That's  old  and  it  isn't  original, 
but  it  has  a  peach  of  a  moral. 

Do  we  adore  romance?  Why  not?  If 
we  don't  we  may  as  well  educate  ourselves 
up  to  it,  because  between  handing  out  bills 
and  soothing  ruffled  customers,   informa- 


tion is  given  as  to  the  capabilities  of  one 
"Bob  Prail."  But  we  love  it.  Really  we 
do.  Never  mind,  Marge  —  so's  your  ole 
man. 

Leona  Atkisson  has  been  very  high  hat 
ever  since  her  leave  of  absence  down  south. 
We  feel  that  the  reason  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  she  put  one  foot  on  the  rail  at  Tia 
Juana  and  said  "Gum  and  rum,  please." 

Ann  Machado  has  kept  us  all  on  the 
verge  of  a  nervous  breakdown  and  at  the 
point  of  hysterics  for  weeks,  but  now, 
thanks  to  the  numerous  opinions  passed — 
she's  went  and  did  it.  Have  you  seen  her 
bob?  Three  rousing  cheers  and  a  little 
more  energy  from  now  on.  Kathryn  Schus- 
ter, Mary  Brown,  and  Abbie  Homer  are 
the  last  and  then — come  what  may — we  can 
always  buy  switches. 

The  big  series  is  going  strong  and  in 
Bob  Dolan  and  Abe  Solomon  it  has  mighty 
good  support.  If  you  must  know,  Clarence 
was  overheard  betting  part  of  his  next 
month's  check,  too.  Also,  being  a  good 
reporter  and  having  a  nose  for  news,  fol- 
lowed the  bet  up  and  found,  much  to  our 
chagrin,  that  it  went  flooey  and  now  Clar- 
ence is  out  just  one  nice,  big,  round,  shiny 
cart-wheel. 

Girls,  crowd  around  and  meet  Big  Boy 
Bill  Walton.  Blue  eyes,  slick  hair,  heavenly 
smile,  all  around  prize  if  you  can  work 
the  angles  and  get  him,  and  it  should  be 
easy,  for  not  very  long  ago  he  was  be- 
moaning the  fact  that  he  needed  a  lady 
and  during  his  numerous  calls  was  keep- 
ing one  eye  on  bills  and  the  other  open 
for  prospects. 

Florice  Ware,  formerly  of  Central  Bill- 
ing Bureau,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
files  down  stairs  and  she  was  not  only 
needed  but  was  welcomed  to  the  fold. 

Also  it  has  been  noted  how  verv  dressy 
Frank  Pretti  has  been  lately  and  to  that 
can  be  added  this  firm  does  not  put  out 
new  yearly  models  but  are  constantly  add- 
ing new  improvements. 

Up  and  down,  up  and  down, 

Never  a  murmur, 
Complaint   or  frown. 

Day  in,  day  out, 
And  all  the  while — 

Have  you  ever  seen  him 
Without  a  smile? 

Down  and  up,  down  and  up. 
And  what  we  want  to  impress — ■ 

William   Jamison's    on    the   job, 
And  always  doing  his  best. 
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Central  Billing  Bureau.  —  Marion 
Schwartz,  having  just  returned  from  her 
vacation,  was  asked  this  question:  "Would 
you  rather  tour  the  Oregon  highway  or 
bill?"   You  can  guess  what  she  said. 

Florence  Cuneo  had  a  wonderful  rest  in 
the  mountains  and  returned  with  her  locks 
still  on  but  we  imagine  she  will  soon  be 
listening  to  the  clip  of  the  shears. 

Lucille  Small:    "Stop  that  noise." 

Nell    Voigt:     "I    will    if   it   comes   this 

way." 

Edith   Harrington   has   returned   from   a 

very  enjoyable  trip  south.    She  did  not  say 

how   many  punctures  were  mended — 'fess 

up,  Edith! 

Officer:  "Your  Honor,  I  arrested  this 
girl,  who  gives  her  name  as  Schwartz,  for 
cutting  corners  in  her  machine. 

Judge:  "What  kind  of  a  machine  was 
it?" 

Officer:  "I  don't  know,  your  Honor, 
but  from  the  way  she  was  driving,  you 
would  think  it  was  a  lawn  mower!" 

We  are  all  glad  to  have  Ruby  Brandt 
with  us  again.  She  spent  a  month  or  so 
recuperating  in  the  mountains  and  getting 
a  good  rest  for  another  year's  work. 

Helen  Kelley  reports  very  favorably  on 
bobbed  hair.  That  water  wave  looked  great 
on  you,  Helen !  We  expect  some  more  rain 
very  shortly. 

Zetta  Dunstan  was  finally  awarded  her 
vacation.  She  toured  the  southland,  visit- 
ing Santa  Maria  and  Santa  Barbara.  Zetta 
has  been  appreciated  since  her  return. 

Helen  Maltesta  takes  great  interest  and 
enthusiasm  in  her  work,  especially  during 
the  short  period  she  has  been  with  us. 

Hazel  Madison  (to  waiter)  :  "I  wish 
some  chicken  salad,  turkey,  fruit  cake,  ice 
cream  and  black  coffee." 

Waiter:  "And  you,  sir,  what  will  vou 
have?" 

Lucky  Chap :    "I'll  take  a  cup  of  coffee." 

FULL  OF  METER 

There   are  meters   of   water, 
There  are  meters  of  light, 
But  the  best  of  all  meters, 
Is    to    meter  '  tonight. 

Nell  Voigt:  "Ruby  Brandt,  why  are  you 
so  late  today?" 

Ruby:  "Well,  you  see,  my  clock  is  big- 
ger than  yours,  and  it  takes  longer  for  the 
hands  to  go  round." 


R.  Lange 

Correspondent 


CORPORATION  YARD 

LAST  month  our  beloved  Andy 
launched  his  matrimonial  barque 
from  the  Star  of  the  Sea  Church  in 
San  Francisco.  Several  of  his  admirers  and 
friends  from  the  Yard  witnessed  the  wed- 
ding. Soon  the  echoes  of  "Oh,  Promise 
Me"  eddied  in  the  cloisters  of  the  church, 
the  wedding  march 
was  played  and  all 
the  congregation 
stood  up  to  get  a 
glimpse  of  his  beau- 
tiful bride  as  she 
walked  up  the  aisle 
to  the  altar.  The 
ceremony  soon  over, 
the  happy  couple 
descended  to  the 
main  aisle,  and 
leave  it  to  Andy  for 
exemplifying  the 
latest  vacuum  kiss. 
Outside  the  church, 
a  "short  time"  re- 
ception was  held  a  la  Pierce-Arrow  and 
Andy  sure  handed  out  the  same  brand  as 
his  youthful  admirers  walked  up  to  quaff 
of  the  fountain  of  youth.  We  assure  him 
of  our  heartiest  "Yard"  wishes. 

Jack  Townsend  has  been  offered  a  "man- 
agership" in  one  of  the  leading  knitting 
factories  due  to  his  wide  experience  in 
judging  texture  on  the  Alameda  sands 
close  to  his  seaside  home.  Jack  is  noted 
for  his  keen  eyesight  and  many  other  quali- 
ties not  mentioned  in  this  edition. 

Captain  Goodey,  noted  yachtsman  (not 
Scotchman)  is  anticipating  a  bid  to  join 
the  local  Federal  staff  due  to  his  ability 
in  detecting  "rum"  not  always  on  "run- 
ners." 

On  a  recent  hunting  trip  made  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Yard  force  into  the  open  spaces, 
where  men  look  right  into  the  souls  of 
men,  the  following  facts  were  noted:  That 
Frank  Pretti  can  work  a  jack  rabbit  into 
as  fine  a  venison  stew  as  anyone  ever  ate. 
That  Ray  Lange  was  the  best  deer  hunter 
in  the  party.  He  shot  the  rabbit.  Also,  that 
four  miles,  Lange's  measurement,  equals  42 
Mendocino  County  miles,  air  line.  Mike 
Farrell  said,  "Papa,  look  at  the  big  stork." 
All  hands  grabbed  guns  and  rushed  to  the 
river.  It  was  only  Jack  Griffin,  wading 
across,  minus  pants.     Speaking   of  pants, 
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Gutte's  fitted.  The  difference  in  color  alone 
proved  that  he  had  them  on.  Louie,  Ray 
and  Frank  are  asleep  in  the  tent.  Griffin 
and  Gutte  sitting  by  the  fire  telling  bed- 
time stories.  (Griffin  (jumping  up)  : 
"What's  that?"  A  Ford  coming  in  here 
this  time  of  the  night?"  Griffith  and  Gutte 
are  now  both  standing,  all  ears  and  atten- 
tion— suddenly  then  both,  apparently  sat- 
isfied, resume  seats.  The  subject  of  con- 
versation is  now  snoring.  Then  they  sit 
in  silent  admiration,  listening  to  the  great- 
est snorer  of  them  all.  Who  was  it?  Well, 
Louie  Farrell  was  in  the  tent.  P.S. — The 
Ford  sounded  worse  than  some  of  the  com- 
pany cars. 

Now  that  duck  season  is  here  it  is  amus- 
ing to  hear  how  many  "limits"  are  brought 
home — mostly  the  speed  limit  and  the  sky. 

Jack  Storer,  noted  "African  game 
hunter,"  was  standing  in  front  of  the  K  L  X, 
holding  four  fat  "sprigs"  when  he  was  ap- 
proached by  a  classy  "chicken"  who  said : 
Oh,  mister:  you  look  so  generous,  will  you 
sell  those  birds  to  me?"  Jack's  reply  was, 
"No,  madam,  but  I  will  meet  you  here  to- 
morrow and  feather  your  nest." 

Frank  O'Brien  advocates  tar  as  the  quick- 
est beauty  cure.    Ask  him! 

It  isn't  the  cough, 

That   carries  you   off, 
It's  the  coffin  they 

Carry  you  off  in! 

One  crisp  frosty  morning  Pat  Shally  and 
his  two  faithful  buck-a-layueoes  were 
sighted  coming  from  the  wood  shed  laden 
with  yarn,  oil  and  wood.  "Vas  is  los," 
yelled  Max.  "Divil  a  bit,"  says  Shalley. 
"Me  Ford  won't  start  so  I'll  build  a  fire 
under  her  and  wake  up  some  of  the  dom 
biling  pints." 

BUGHOUSE  FABLES 

Louie  Farrell  living  in  Berkeley. 
Claire  Belding  doing  a  spring  dance. 
Ethel  not  peppy. 

Everyone  begging  for  more  work. 
Frank  O'Brien  with  spotless  "cords." 
Clarky  not  in  love. 

A  few  months  ago  Frank  O'Brien  dug  a 
hole  in  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Yard  office. 
He  brought  a  golf  club  and  a  ball  and 
practiced  "putting"  during  his  lunch  hour. 
Louis  Farrell  couldn't  help  seeing  it  and  it 
got  under  his  skin.  In  less  than  a  week  he 
purchased   a   full   set   of   golf   clubs   and 


was  searching  about  the  lawn  for  a  compe- 
tent instructor.  No  doubt  he  found  one,  for 
we  understand  that  he's  to  play  at  Del 
Monte,  Pebble  Beach,  etc.,  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. Since  he  heard  this  he  has  purchased 
one  of  the  gaudiest  sweaters  and  golf 
"nickers"  anyone  ever  laid  eyes  on.  The 
"golf  bug"  has  sure  got  Farrell.  By  the 
way,  Frank  O'Brien  doesn't  "putt"  in  front 
of  the  office  anymore.  We  have  too  many 
critics  on  the  game. 

American,  in  car:    "Where  are  we  at?" 
Englishman :  "Now  in  England  we  would 
say,  'where  is  my  'at'!" 

$5000.00  REWARD 

Any  information  regarding  the  where- 
abouts of  Raymond  Lange,  Corpora- 
tion Yard  scribe  of  East  Bay  Water 
Company  magazine  "Bubbles,"  com- 
municate with  Herr  Franz  O'Brien, 
care  of  E.  B.  W.  Co.,  Oakland,  Cali- 
fornia, where  Ducks  and  Water  meet. 

As  this  goes  to  press  we  are  again 
favored  with  the  pleasing  smile  and  per- 
sonality of  our  old  friend  the  genial  and 
popular  correspondent  of  Bubbles,  Ray, 
who  has  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  "old 
home  town." 

Paul  Havens:  "What's  the  matter  with 
your  hand?" 

C.  De  Mello:  "I  was  down  town  getting 
cigarettes  and  some  big  bum  stepped  on 
it!" 

Every  time  a  tool  box  is  cleared  at  the 
Yard  enough  material  is  found  to  start  and 
equip  a  small  water  company.  The  record 
for  having  excess  material  in  one's  box 
once  belonged  to  Nick  Solari;  however, 
since  East  Fourteenth  Street  is  completed, 
Jack  Griffin  has  transferred  the  champion- 
ship to  Carl  Forgey,  who  kept  time  for 
Jack  Horan  and  Leo  Farrell. 

O'Brien:  "Gosh,  that  taxi  nearly  got 
you." 

Gawley:    "I  knew  it  wouldn't  hit  me." 

O'Brien:    "How  zat?" 

Gawley:    "It  was  yellow." 

Andy  Gawley  has  returned  to  work  after 
a  honeymoon  spent  in  the  south.  Good  luck, 
Andy,  the  gang  wishes  you  all  the  luck  in 
the  world. 

Genevieve  Hoar  has  been  added  to  Supt. 
Farrell's  clerical  force  and  originally  it 
was  hoped  she  would  be  permanent,  but  if 
the  timekeepers  persist  in  spending  any 
more  time  in  the  front  office  it  may  become 
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necessary  to  employ  a  man  in  said  posi- 
tion.— Just  a  gentle  hint,  boys. 

Jack  Zimmerman  has  returned  from  a 
vacation  spent  at  his  old  home  in  Montana. 
Jack  reports  a  very  enjoyable  time  though 
they  did  not  kill  the  fatted  calf,  they  fed 
him  good  fish  and  let  him  dig  his  own 
potatoes. 

Howard  Hart,  our  genial  garage  fore- 
man, is  enjoying  a  needed  vacation.  Bill 
Dierks  is  in  command  during  Howard's 
absence. 

We  extend  our  sympathies  to  E.  Beard, 
one  of  our  street  repair  foremen,  in  the 
recent  loss  of  his  father. 

Jessie  Wishart  has  returned  from  an 
enjoyable  visit  to  Seattle. 

George  Hunter  has  taken  up  golf. 
George,  being  Scotch,  should  not  have  any 
more  difficulty  learning  the  game  than  a 
pointer  pup  has  learning  to  retrieve — it's 
the  instinct. 

Now  that  East  Fourteenth  Street  is  be- 
ginning to  appear  as  if  it  might  be  a  real 
street  of  which  we  may  be  proud,  let's  look 
it  over  and  see  what  it  has  meant  to  the 
East  Bay  Water  Company  to  do  their 
share  of  this  modernizing  the  thoroughfare. 

From  50th  Avenue,  Oakland,  to  San 
Leandro  Bridge,  San  Leandro,  is  quite  a 
distance,  and  when  we  stop  to  think  of 
the  many  services  along  this  stretch  the 
size  of  the  E.  B.  W.  Co.  end  of  the  job  will 
begin  to  appear. 

When  the  steam  shovels  started  to  rip 
up  the  old  pavement  the  trouble  began  in 
the  shape  of  broken  services.  Old  side 
lines,  and,  owing  to  lowering  the  grade, 
the  same  trouble  applied  to  all  the  public 
service  companies. 

The  twenty  inch  U.  W.  Co.  cast  iron 
main  was  at  times  left  with  a  scant  three 
inches  of  covering  after  the  shovel  passed 
and  at  one  place  the  371/2  inch  main,  which 
comes  in  from  Lake  Chabot,  showed  six  or 
eight  inches  above  the  dirt.  This  called 
for  some  careful  work  on  the  part  of  all 
concerned  and  the  gangs  of  J.  Horan,  Leo 
Farrell  and  R.  McHugh  were  more  than 
busy  at  all  times. 

Lowering  mains  across  East  Fourteenth 
Street  and  renewing  services  has  kept  J. 
Horan  busy  and  R.  McHugh,  who  was  do- 
ing the  same  in  San  Leandro.  By  next  issue 
we  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  say  the 
E.  B.  W.  Co.  has  done  their  part  and  "did 
it  well." 


A  VISIT  FROM  SAINT  NICK 

'Twas  the  morning  of  payday,  when  all  through 

the  line, 
Each  one  standing  mute  while  clenching  a  dime 
Or  a  nickel  left  over  from  payday  last  time. 

The  Roller  Men   seated  in   the   Ford   Teamsters' 

room 
Were  rolling  or  patching  with  shovel  or  broom. 
When  out  in  the  Yard  there  arose  such  a  clatter, 
Each  one  in  the  line  knew  what  was  the  matter. 

Now  seen  through  the  window  was  Mr.  Carash 
And  with  him  Jack  Townsend  of  Blow  Hydrant 

Fame, 
And,  too,  a  new  bodyguard,  Mock-Laugh-Flyn  is 

his  name, 
When  alone  at  the  Yard  we  call  him  plain  Mac; 
Not  so  when  he  rides  in  the  Paymaster's  hack — 
It's  Meester  Mock-Laugh-Flyn  of  auditing  fame. 

So  up  to  the  table  these  cohorts  they  came, 

Now  Dasher!     Now  Dancer!     Now  Prancer  and 

Vixen, 
Come  show  me  your  Badge,  and  get  paid  for  your 

fixin'. 
A   song   then   they   chanted;    Jack's  voice,   would 

you  believe, 
If  he  spoke  in  the  dark  you  would  swear  it  was 
Steve's. 

"An  eye  for  an  eye, 

A  pound  of  flesh; 
Show  me  your  badge 

Or  you  don't  get  your  kesh." 

And  then  in  a  twinkling  I  heard  them  cuss  Nick, 
But  first  to  go  out  was  Berkeley  Dick. 
Out  straight  to  his  wagon  like  an  arrow  he  flew, 
With  mattock  and  shovel  while  cursing  the  Joo, 
He  dug  out  his  badge,  all  covered  with  rust, 
And  returned  to  the  scene  not  a  little  bit  fussed. 

His  eyes  how  they  twinkled  as  next  to  him  Sherry 
Was  in  the  same  fix  as  Timekeeper  Perry; 
Then  came  George  Hunter,  our  carpenter  boss, 
'Who  in  heck  is  to  blame  for  this  bungling  mess?" 
My  badge,  I  have  not  seen  it  for  several  years — 
Just  then  young  Bonnetti  broke  out  into  tears. 

Now  Sorba  had  lost  his  while  fixing  a  leak — 
My  gosh,  Mr.  Louie,  I  need  it  this  week 
To  buy  grapes  to  make  wine.   Do  I  get  it?  I  hope. 
A  nod   from   Mock-Laugh-Flyn  that's   fine,   that's 
the  dope. 

Paddy  Horan  was  caught  also,  and  do  you  know 

that 
His  wife  was  using  it  as  a  pin  on  her  hat. 
Remember  last  Christmas  the  badge  made  of  gold, 
Why  should  it  be  used  in  the  common  brass  fold? 

To  Tom  Griffin  our  Payman  said,  "Tom,  there  is 

no  chance." 
Said  Tom  in  reply,  "It's  at  home  on  my  pants." 
To  Peter  Pan  Paulson,  so  sober  and  gray, 
Said  our  purveyor  of  shekels,  "No  badge,  no  pay." 
Red's   beard  badge  was  missing  and  way  out  of 

reach. 
Far,  far  out  in  Richmond  was  the  one  owned  by 

George  Pleich. 

Well,  these  were  the  scenes  on  that  call  from  our 

Max- 
Such  a  jam  at  the  Yard — like  paying  your  tax. 
I  know  everyone  of  them  thought  it  small  potater§ 
With  no  notice  or  time  to  produce, 
It's  the  deuce,  it's  the  deuce. 
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BERKELEY  DISTRICT 


WELL,  vacation  time  is  over.  What 
next?  Football!  U.  C.  has  an- 
other wonder  football  team  this 
year,  clue  to  the  wonderful  coaching  of 
Andy  Smith.  The  Bears  gave  the  boys  from 
the  Sage  Brush  State,  Nevada,  a  great  lick- 
ing on  Saturday.  The  score  was  54  -  0. 
This  is  a  striking 
demonstration  of 
the  fact  that  the 
Bears  this  year  will 
again  rank  among 
the  outstanding 
teams  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  year  of  1925 
building  is  destined 
to  break  all  rec- 
ords. September 
building  permits, 
having  an  estimated 
outlay  of  $839,312, 
show   that   Berkeley  -p.  N.  Crafts 

Will     be     One     of     the  Correspondent 

few  cities  in  the  country  to  break  all  build- 
ing records  again  this  year.  With  three 
months  to  go,  building  activities  up  to  to- 
day are  within  $1,533,913  of  the  banner 
year,  1924.  The  nine  month  total  of 
$7,831,114  is  almost  equal  to  the  total 
building  in  1923,  and  more  than  $2,000,000 
greater  than  in  1922. 

New  homes  and  apartment  houses  adorn 
the  artistic  hills  north  of  the  University 
campus,  which  was  swept  by  a  great  con- 
flagration two  years  ago.  In  another  year 
there  will  not  be  a  trace  of  the  terrific  blow. 

A  $135,000  building  is  being  erected  on 
Bancroft  and  Union  Streets.  It  will  be  a 
three-story  restaurant  building,  which  will 
be  occupied  by  the  Drake  Catering  Com- 
pany,   as    a   modern    restaurant. 

Another  $125,000  building  wil  be  erected 
on  the  east  side  of  San  Pablo  between 
University  and  Hearst  avenues.  It  will 
contain  six  stores  and  twenty-four  apart- 
ments. 

Bancroft  Way  has  been  widened  two  feet 
on  each  side  of  the  street,  from  Shattuck 
to  College  Avenue.  This  is  quite  an  im- 
provement, as  it  is  one  of  the  main  arteries 
leading  to  the  Sather  Gate  entrance  of  the 
University  and  whenever  a  football  game 
or  an  ax  rally  was  on,  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  get  through. 


The  Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany in  Berkeley  have  started  work  laying 
four  miles  of  aerial  cable.  Over  8000  feet 
of  cable  will  be  laid  in  subways  in  Ban- 
croft Way  and  Telegraph  Avenue,  east  and 
south  from  the  Telephone  Exchange  on 
Bancroft. 

A  new  theatre  is  to  be  erected  at  a  cost 
of  $200,000  by  the  West  Berkeley  Theatre, 
Inc.,  on  the  east  side  of  San  Pablo,  200 
feet    north    of    University    Avenue. 

The  Key  System  Transit  Company  plan 
to  operate  an  express  motor  bus  service 
between  Oakland  and  Berkeley.  They  will 
place  four  twenty-eight  passenger  busses 
in  service. 

We  are  sorry  that  Walter  Stoddard  had 
to  rest  up  a  week  after  his  vacation.  Walter 
must  have  imbibed  too  much  of  Seigler's 
best.  Better  take  some  of  the  East  Bay 
Company's    H20. 

Harriet  Meriam  is  very  quiet  about  her 
recent  trip  to  Mexico.  We  hope  Paul  did 
not  try  to  sell  one  of  those  "Wiley  Looking 
Knights,"  to  a  senorita. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Jack  Hansen 
and  wife  from  Huntington,  West  Virginia. 
Jack  said  he  was  enjoying  his  vacation  very 
much,  but  there  is  only  one  place  to  live, 
and  that  is  in  dear  old  California;  al- 
though, outside  of  one  old-fashioned  thun- 
der and  lightning  storm,  the  weather  was 
ideal.    We  will  be  gald  to  see  you  back. 

Ralph  Boyd  has  been  our  star  relief  in 
Jack  Hansen's  place  during  his  vacation. 
Ralph  said,  "I  did  not  realize  the  amount 
of  territory  that  our  turn  off  men  cover 
during  the  day."  Ralph  is  beginning  to 
color  up  and  looks  like  one  of  the  famous 
Texas  Rangers.  Look  out,  girls,  he  carries 
a  wicked  looking  lassoo. 

Dorothy  Nation  has  taken  the  place  of 
Lois  Thomas,  who  has  resigned  on  account 
of  ill  health.  We  welcome  Dorothy  to  our 
midst;  and  Donna  Jones  is  another  new 
member  of  our  family.  She  is  helping 
Kathrine  Gede  out  in  the  "new  service" 
department. 

We  received  a  complaint  concerning  a 
lack  of  water  at  a  house  in  this  district. 
When  asked  if  the  water  could  possibly  be 
off  at  the  house  valve  we  were  informed 
that  "it"  was  locked  in  the  barn.  We  are 
still  wondering  what  the  gentleman  thought 
a  "house  valve"  was. 
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TO  PAT  SHALLY  falls  the  honor  of 
being  called  upon  to  lay  out  about 
18,000  feet  of  pipe  lines  in  the  Fern- 
side  tract.  Pat  has  been  on  the  job  all 
summer  and  will  continue  the  good  work 
for  some  months  to  come.  Sometimes  Pat 
has  to  shift  his  operations  a  little  bit  to 
make  way  for  trees 
that  are  being  dy- 
namited, trenchers 
that  are  digging 
ditches,  and  for  the 
rollers  and  scrapers 
that  are  scattered 
all  over  the  place; 
however,  with  all 
this  confusion,  Pat 
and  his  crew  man- 
age to  keep  just 
one  jump  ahead  of 
the  street  laying 
gang.  Some  idea  of 
the  size  of  this  job  Geo.  A.  McKean 
can  be  gained  from  correspondent 

the  fact  that  ten  new  streets  are  being  con- 
structed, while  six  more  have  been  opened 
as  a  continuation  of  streets  that  formerly 
stopped  at  the  property.  Altogether  there 
is  approximately  five  miles  of  paved  roads, 
which  fact,  when  taken  from  the  viewpoint 
of  a  meter  reader,  means  a  nice  little  route 
of  ten  miles  to  cover;  however,  it  is  a  mere 
bagatelle,  as  some  of  these  men  of  the  iron 
hook  think  nothing  of  taking  a  five-mile 
jaunt  over  the  hills  before  breakfast  merely 
as  a  setting-up  exercise  for  the  more  stren- 
uous work  of  the  day.  The  property  itself 
has  been  divided  into  five  hundred  lots, 
taps  being  run  in  each  lot,  so  that  when 
homes  are  built  it  will  be  necessary  to  set 
a  meter  only  when  service  is  required. 
The  building  of  homes  has  already  started, 
there  being  some  fifteen  now  in  the  course 
of  construction. 

Millicent  King  has  returned  from  a  vaca- 
tion spent  in  the  southland.  Millicent,  ac- 
companied by  her  mother,  made  the  trip 
by  auto.  Many  interesting  places,  such  as 
Hollywood,  Venice,  and  the  suburbs  of 
Los  Angeles  were  visited.  Altogether  a  very 
lovely  time  was  had,  and  many  notable 
screen  stars  were  seen  face  to  face. 

Thelma  Nordlund  is  spending  her  vaca- 
tion on  the  high  seas;  that  is,  on  as  high 
a  sea  as  can  be  encountered  between  here 


and  the  southern  metropolis.  Thelma  pur- 
posely chose  a  slow  motion  boat  in  order 
to  get  as  many  days  out  at  sea  as  possible. 
Life  on  the  ocean  wave  has  a  peculiar 
fascination  for  Thelma;  that  is,  it  did  have, 
and  it  is  trusted  that  this  trip  will  in  no 
way  shake  her  faith  or  dampen  her  enthu- 
siasm for  the  rolling  deep. 

At  last  Alameda  is  going  to  have  a  first 
class  family  hotel.  The  site  is  located  on 
Central  Avenue  and  Broadway,  being 
known  as  the  Barton  home.  This  property 
consists  of  about  two  acres  of  land  with  an 
old-time  mansion  in  the  center,  surrounded 
by  gardens  and  a  wonderful  assortment  of 
rare  trees  and  shrubbery;  the  entire  prop- 
erty is  enclosed  by  a  high  iron  picketed 
fence  with  a  concrete  base,  which  type  was 
the  last  word  in  correct  design  half  a  cen- 
tury ago.  It  is  the  intention  to  replace  the 
house  with  a  modern  building,  leaving  the 
grounds  undisturbed.  By  doing  this,  there 
will  be  an  up-to-date  family  hotel,  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  palm  and  magnolia 
trees  which  have  taken  years  to  grow. 

Dick  McHugh,  another  of  the  company's 
reliable  foremen,  has  been  detailed  to  over- 
see the  laying  of  mains  on  Bay  Island 
Avenue  and  Broadway.  Dick  is  located 
on  the  south  shore  and  aside  from  the 
beautiful  marine  view,  enjoys  the  tang  of 
the  salt  sea  air,  as  it  is  borne  gently  in 
on  the  western  breeze.  As  soon  as  this 
job  is  completed  Dick  will  move  his  gang 
to  the  other  side  of  town,  where  about 
3400  feet  of  ten-  and  six-inch  pipe  is  to 
be  laid. 

Andrew  Gawley  is  again  on  the  job, 
having  taken  time  off  to  take  unto  himself 
a  better  half.  Time  no  longer  hangs  heavy 
on  Andy's  hands,  for  when  he  is  not  check- 
ing up  on  the  Fernside  job  he  can  be 
found  in  Oakland  with  another  crew  to 
account  for,  while  his  evenings  are  spent 
equally  between  household  duties  and 
writing  up  services. 

Those  who  attended  the  barbecue  at 
Lake  Chabot  spent  a  very  enjoyable  day. 
Many  valuable  prizes  were  won  by  fleet- 
footed  young  ladies.  Paddy  Horan  and 
Dick  McHugh  were  awarded  the  fur-lined 
shaving  mug  for  being  the  best  horseshoe 
throwers  in  the  park.  Pat  won  so  many 
games  that  he  now  feels  qualified  to  chal- 
lenge anyone,  any  age — the  older  the  better. 
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GROUND  was  broken  for  Richmond's 
community  hotel  with  fitting  cere- 
monies on  Wednesday,  October  14, 
1925,  at  the  Tenth  Street  and  Nevin  Avenue 
site.  Men  prominent  in  hotel  circles  in 
the  State,  officials  and  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce representatives  from  other  cities 
were  present  at  the 
ceremony.  Immediate- 
ly after  the  ground- 
breaking the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  gave  a 
luncheon  to  the  visi- 
tors at  the  Berkeley 
Country  Club.  Mayor 
W.  W.  Scott  delivered 
the  principal  address 
for  Richmond,  while 
Harvey  M.  Toy,  chair- 
man  of  the  State 
Highway  Commission 
and  prominent  hotel 
man  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, was  the  main 
speaker.  Barrett  &  Hilp  of  Berkeley  have 
been  awarded  the  contract  to  construct  the 
modern  hostelry  that  will  be  a  credit  to 
Richmond.  It  will  be  a  five-story  fireproof 
structure  of  75  rooms  and  a  palatial 
lobby,  and  will  cost  nearly  $300,000. 

The  voters  in  Richmond  Union  High 
School  District  carried  the  recent  bond 
election  of  $885,000  by  a  majority  of  more 
than  three  to  one.  Following  the  success 
of  this  bond  issue,  the  Richmond  Union 
High  School  Board  and  the  Richmond 
Board  of  Education  will  proceed  at  once 
with  plans  for  their  building  programs. 
Of  the  $885,000  raised  through  sale  of  the 
bonds,  $585,000  will  be  used  in  the  erection 
of  a  new  high  school  at  the  site  now  owned 
by  the  high  school  district.  This  site  is 
located  north  of  the  Princeton  Knitting 
Mills.  The  remaining  $300,000  will  be 
paid  to  the  elementary  school  district  on 
the  purchase  of  the  Roosevelt  Junior  High 
School.  With  this  $300,000  the  Richmond 
elementary  school  district  will  erect  addi- 
tions and  new  elementary  schools  in  vari- 
ous districts  of  Richmond  and  El  Cerrito, 
including  a  new  school  in  the  Kensington 
Park  district. 

The  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company 
is    now    occupying    its    new    and    spacious 


office  on  the  corner  of  Tenth  Street  and 
Nevin  Avenue.  The  location  is  ideal,  and 
with  the  new  furniture  and  equipment  in- 
stalled,  it   is   a   credit   to   the   community. 

The  Richmond  Y.  M.  C.  A.  just  con- 
cluded a  very  successful  campaign  for 
funds  for  the  coming  year.  Over  $10,000 
was  raised,  and  much  credit  is  due  to  the 
loyal  supporters  of  this  organization. 

Foreman  Frank  Andrini  and  Foreman 
Richard  Tobin  and  men  have  made  excel- 
lent progress  in  installing  the  new  mains 
for  fire  protection  in  El  Cerrito.  Most  of 
the  pipe  in  the  flat  portion  of  the  city  is 
now  in  and  the  next  move  will  be  to  run 
the  new  main  down  from  the  Berkeley 
Country  Club  line  near  Arlington  Avenue 
to  the  foot  of  the  hills;  this  is  not  a 
small  job  in  itself. 

Foreman  Bennington  and  men  are  now 
occupied  on  44th  Street  and  Wall  Avenue 
installing  eight-inch  cast  iron  pipe  and  fire 
hydrants.  This  is  a  new  territory  for  this 
company,  water  for  domestic  use  be- 
ing furnished  bv  the  Pullman  Water  Co. 

Our  office  force  is  unanimously  "bobbed" 
now.  Adelaide  Clark  has  finally  fallen  a 
victim  to  the  "craze." 

We  are  very  proud  of  our  prize  waltzer, 
Julia  I  aFranz,  and  are  seriously  thinking 
of  entering  her  in  the  Follies. 

The  annual  barbecue  still  lingers  —  a 
pleasant  memory  —  in  our  minds.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  the  officials  of  this  organi- 
zation for  their  generosity  in  planning  and 
putting  over  such  an  elaborate  and  enter- 
taining program  for  the  clay.  We  are  look- 
ing forward  to  next  year's  affair  with  great 
impatience  and  anticipation. 

The  girls  of  this  office  are  congratulat- 
ing ourselves  upon  the  fact  that  the  "boss" 
has  a  new  pipe.  How  it  happened  is  not 
as  yet  known,  but  we  are  prone  to  be 
thankful  for  small  favors,  so  have 
squelched  our  curiosity. 

Julia  LaFranz  tired  of  staying  on  earth 
with  the  rest  of  us  mortals,  so  she  took  a 
trip  in  an  aeroplane.  Eunice  Eggerth,  being 
envious,  is  also  planning  a  trip  skyward. 
We  assure  them  it  is  as  near  heaven  as 
either  will  ever  get. 

We  are  glad  that  the  Bubbles  Club  has 
reorganized  and  are  anticipating  many 
enjoyable  affairs  in  the  future. 
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howling,  witches  prowling, 
fortunes  told  and  futures 
seen;  altogether,  spooks 
and  weather  wish  for  you  a 
Happy    Hallowe'en. 
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O  each  man  and  woman  in  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company  organization  the  directors 
and  officers  of  East  Bay  Water  Company 
extend  Christmas  greetings. 

Again  through  the  efforts  of  each  of  you 
the  company  has  made  a  line  record  for  the 
year's  operation.  Convincing  evidence  comes 
irom  various  sources  that  you  men  and  women 
are  rendering  fine  service  under  difficult  con- 
ditions and  impressing  consumers  with  our 
desire  to  give  good  service  accompanied  by 
courtesy  and  kindliness. 

Each  member  of  the  organization  of 
East  Bay  Water  Company  may  take  to 
himself  and  herself  a  share  in  the  fine  accom- 
plishment of  adequate  service  efficiently 
rendered. 

Our  company  has  improved  during  the 
last  year  in  every  material  respecl  with  more 
and  better  equipment  and  with  facilities  added 
at  a  cost  of  millions  of  dollars.  We  have  stead- 
ily progressed  in  ability  to  give  improved 
service. 

The  directors  and  officers  of  this  com- 
pany extend  to  you  their  heartfelt  thanks  for 
your  hearty  cooperation  in  bringing  about 
this  fine  result  and  you  are  extended  Hearty 
Qhristmas  Cjreeti)igs. 

Edwin  O.  Edgerton,  President. 


RAPID  GROWTH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  DURING  1925 


DEVELOPMENT  of  water  supply,  ex- 
tension of  the  distribution  system, 
installation  of  meters  and  water 
consumption  are  the  truest  barometers  of 
growth. 

Development  cannot  take  place  without 
an  adequate  water  supply,  subdivisions 
cannot  be  opened  up  and  built  up  until 
water  mains  are  in,  factories  cannot  op- 
erate without  water  being  piped  to  them — 
water  must  be  on  the  ground  before  work 
can  start. 

The  remarkable  growth  of  the  East  Bay 
cities  made  the  year  1925  one  of  the  most 
active  in  construction  and  development  of 
water  resources  and  distribution  system 
and  plant  in  the  history  of  our  Company. 

Some  indication  of  the  tremendously 
important  job  which  we  have  performed 
during  the  year  is  seen  in  the  fact  that 
water  consumption  jumped  from  27,619,- 
000  gallons  per  day  for  1924  to  29,100,000 


gallons  per  day  for  1925,  an  increase  of 
about  1,500,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  amount  of  physical  work  involved 
in  taking  care  of  this  increase  and  in  ex- 
tending the  system,  in  anticipation  of 
future  growth,  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  our 
Company  will  have  about  113,500  services 
in  the  ground  on  January  1,  1926,  as  com- 
pared with  104,034  services  on  January  1, 
1925.  This  is  an  estimated  gain  of  9,446 
services  or  more  than  9  per  cent  for  the 
year. 

During  the  present  year  our  Company 
invested  approximately  $4,000,000  to  take 
care  of  present  and  anticipated  growth  of 
the  East  Bay  cities. 

The  $3,000,000  Upper  San  Leandro 
project  is  nearing  completion,  the  $2,000,- 
000  program  for  the  installation  of  large 
water  mains  will  be  finished  within  a  short 
time,  while  normal  installations  of  meters 
and  extensions  during  the  year  represented 
close  to  $1,000,000. 


Upper  San  Leandro  Dam  (under  construction) 
Showing  Diversion  Tunnel  Outlet  Tower  from  the  Reservoir 
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RAPID  WORK  ON  UPPER  SAN  LEANDRO 

Progress  on  the  construction  of  the 
Upper  San  Leandro  project  has  surpassed 
the  estimate  and  the  entire  project  will  be 
completed  and  in  operation  by  early  sum- 
mer of  1926.  The  dam  will  have  approxi- 
mately 1,060,000  yards  of  the  total  of 
1,225,000  placed  by  the  first  of  the  year. 
The  supply  tunnel  and  operating  tower 
are  entirely  completed.  The  42-inch  con- 
necting supply  line  from  the  supply  tunnel 
to  the  filter  plant  is  under  construction  and 
will  be  completed  early  in  February. 

The  open  spillway  will  be  the  last  item 
of  construction  on  the  San  Leandro  Dam 
and  will  be  started  probably  in  January  or 
February  and  will  be  completed  within  60 
or  90  days. 

The  Upper  San  Leandro  project  consists 
of  a  reservoir  six  miles  long,  a  huge  earthen 
dam,  a  diversion  tunnel  at  the  dam,  a 
supply  tunnel  running  1%  miles  beneath 
the  hills  to  Oakland,  a  filter  plant  and  the 
necessary  pipe  line.  The  reservoir  will 
have  a  capacity  of  more  than  16,000,000,- 
000  gallons  of  water  and  is  designed  to 
provide  an  additional  water  supply  of 
12,000,000  gallons  daily. 

When  completed  the  dam  will  be  185 
feet  in  height  from  stream  bed  to  crest, 
650  feet  long  on  the  crest  with  a  crest 
width  of  75  feet  and  a  base  width  of  1,150 
feet.  The  dam  is  being  built  by  the 
hydraulic-fill  process  from  material  adja- 
cent to  the  dam  site.  This  type  of  earthen 
dam  was  chosen  by  our  engineers  as  being 
best  suited  for  the  East  Bay  district. 

The  Upper  San  Leandro  development 
increases  the  storage  capacity  of  the  East 
Bay  Water  Company's  system  from  19,000,- 
000,000  gallons  to  35,000,000,000  gallons, 
or  an  increase  of  85  per  cent.  The  in- 
creased storage  will  be  a  valuable  and  an 
indispensable  asset  in  any  future  water 
supply  development. 

Work  is  going  forward  rapidly  on  the 
Upper  San  Leandro  filter  plant,  located  at 
Mountain  Boulevard  near  the  State  Rifle 
Range.  Excavations  for  the  basins  have 
been  finished  and  the  concrete  work  prac- 
tically completed.  It  is  expected  that  the 
filter  plant  will  be  ready  for  operation 
within  a  few  months.  The  plant  has  a 
capacity  of  12,000,000  gallons  daily.  It 
has  been  constructed  along  the  most  im- 


proved lines.  In  essential  features  it  is 
similar  to  the  San  Pablo  filter  plant  which 
has  been  in  successful  operation  for  five 
years. 

The  Upper  San  Leandro  filter  plant  in 
addition  to  being  an  efficient  unit  in  the 
Company's  system  will  be  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  structures  erected  in  the  eastern 
section  of  Oakland.  Special  care  has  been 
taken  to  develop  the  natural  scenic  beau- 
ties of  the  site.  The  arrangement  of  the 
grounds  is  such  as  to  add  distinctly  to  the 
attractiveness  and  desirability  of  the  sec- 
tion of  the  city  in  which  the  filters  are 
located. 

LARGE   WATER  MAIN  INSTALLED 

Another  important  development  during 
the  year  was  the  carrying  through  of  the 
$2,000,000  installation  of  large  water 
mains.  This  installation  called  for  the  lay- 
ing of  nearly  140  miles  of  water  mains. 

Under  the  direction  of  our  Engineering 
Department  the  work  of  installing  these 
mains  has  been  performed  with  efficiency 
and  dispatch.  The  work  in  Oakland  has 
been  practically  completed  with  a  total  of 
about  50  miles  of  mains. 

Installation  of  these  mains  will  greatly 
assist  in  taking  care  of  future  increases  in 
population,  and  it  is  in  line  with  our  Com- 
pany's policy  of  building  in  advance  of  the 
growth  of  the  community. 

An  extensive  program  of  main  installa- 
tion was  carried  out  in  Berkeley  where  a 
total  of  about  22  miles  was  installed. 
About  80  per  cent  of  the  Berkeley  pro- 
gram has  been  installed  and  the  remainder 
is  going  forward  rapidly. 

In  Piedmont  about  50  per  cent  of  the 
pipe  called  for  in  the  program  has  been 
installed,  giving  service  to  outlying  dis- 
tricts and  improving  service  in  the  down- 
town section.  In  San  Leandro  the  city 
asked  for  the  installation  of  larger  mains 
and  the  program  carried  out  there  is  about 
85  per  cent  complete.  In  order  to  take 
care  of  this  rapidly  developing  section, 
Richmond  requested  larger  main  installa- 
tions and  this  project  has  gone  forward 
rapidly  with  the  result  that  about  85  oer 
cent  of  the  pipe  has  been  installed.  The 
installation  in  Alameda  is  entirely  in  and 
all  of  it  is  in  service.  Additional  pipe  was 
installed,  both  in  El  Cerrito  and  Albany  at 
the  request  of  the  cities. 
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ENLARGED      CONSTRUCTION      HEADQUARTERS 
COMPLETED 

The  tremendous  expansion  of  the  East 
Bay  cities  and  the  volume  of  work  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  water  system  well  ahead 
of  the  growth  of  the  community  has  nat- 
urally thrown  a  great  volume  of  work  upon 
the  maintenance,  operation  and  construc- 
tion forces  of  our  Company.  In  order  to 
provide  most  efficient  facilities,  the  con- 
struction and  material  headquarters  at 
22nd  and  Adeline  streets  has  been  ma- 
terially improved. 

During  the  year  a  new  concrete  fire- 
proof building  was  completed  which  now 
provides  offices,  warehouse,  foreman's 
quarters,  garage,  machine  shop  and  black- 
smith shop.  The  new  building  occupies 
a  frontage  of  300  feet  on  Adeline  street 
and  is  64  feet  deep. 

Some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  our  Com- 
pany can  be  obtained  when  it  is  stated  that 
the  warehouse,  occupying  the  north  end  of 
the  new  building,  is  equipped  with  5000 
individual  bins  as  well  as  a  storage  space 
for  larger  material.     The  vast  amount  of 


material  necessary  to  run  our  Company 
efficiently  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  6000 
separate  items  are  carried  in  stock  contin- 
uously. 

Our  Company  has  its  own  garage,  lo- 
cated in  the  south  end  of  the  nuncling, 
which  keeps  the  127  automobiles  and  trucks 
of  the  Company  in  service.  The  machine 
shop  and  blacksmith  shop  handle  practi- 
cally all  work  in  connection  with  the 
operation  of  the  system.  These  shops  are 
fitted  with  the  most  modern  machinery, 
including  pipe  cutting  and  threading  ma- 
chines to  handle  pipe  ranging  in  size  from 
one-eighth  inch  to  twelve  inches  in  diam- 
eter. 

The  former  headquarters  building  on 
Twenty-second  street  has  been  remodeled 
and  houses  the  meter  repair  shop,  carpenter 
shop,  paint  shop  and  offices  for  the  head 
carpenter.  In  the  meter  repair  shop  during 
the  present  year  12,000  old  meters  were 
tested  and  repaired  and  about  10,000  new 
meters  were  tested  before  being  put  into 
service.  The  carpenter  shop  has  been 
equipped  with  a  complete  woodwork  ma- 
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chinery,  greatly  facilitating  the  building  of 
office  equipment.  All  automobiles  and 
trucks  operated  and  owned  by  the  Com- 
pany are  painted  in  our  own  shop. 

A  complete  tool  shop  has  been  installed 
for  the  grinding  and  manufacture  of  tools. 
Light  and  heavy  equipment  have  been 
allotted  larger  space  for  storage.  The  cen- 
tral section  of  the  yard  is  used  for  pipe 
storage.  A  large  covered  area  with  con- 
crete floor  houses  motor  equipment. 

In  the  interest  of  economy,  our  Company 
salvages  all  pipe  and  fittings  which  are 
removed  from  the  ground.  Pipe  taken 
from  the  ground  is  cleaned  and  painted 
and  in  many  cases  is  practically  as  good 
as  new.  Old  lead  salvaged  from  various 
construction  jobs  is  melted  and  remoulded 
ready  for  re-use  when  needed.  Meters  are 
put  through  the  sand  blast  process,  thor- 
oughly repaired  and  are  as  good  as  new 
and  ready  for  service  again. 

A  new  bench  testing  machine  and  tank 
was  installed,  making  possible  the  testing 
of  five-eighths  inch  meters  in  the  yard. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  minor  im- 
provements have  been  made  in  general 
equipment  and  in  the  water  distribution 
system. 

A  200,000-gallon  steel  tank  was  installed 
on  a  concrete  base  at  Grand  Junction, 
Richmond,  just  below  the  Berkeley  Coun- 
try Club  property,  in  order  to  provide  addi- 
tional service  for  the  immediate  vicinity. 
A  new  booster  pump  was  installed  there 
also.  The  plant  has  been  named  the 
Prather  Pump  Station. 

Another  new  200,000-gallon  tank  is 
under  construction  in  the  Forest  Hill  sub- 
division, providing  additional  water  service 
for  this  section.  In  connection  with  the 
installation  of  this  new  tank,  a  new  booster 
pump  plant  has  been  constructed  to  handle 
service  for  higher  elevation  in  this  newly 
developed  section  of  Oakland. 

An  additional  tank  of  10,000-gallon 
capacity  has  been  constructed  to  augment 
the  Cragmont  No.  2  supply. 

The  foregoing  minor  phases  of  construc- 
tion during  the  year  are  but  a  few  of  the 
many  things  which  we  have  done  every 
year  to  keep  well  in  advance  of  the  growth 
of  the  East  Bay  cities,  and  provides  ade- 
quate service  for  the  community. 

The  population  of  the  entire  district 
served  by  our  Company  is  approximately 
500,000. 


Our  Company  employs  925  persons. 

It  maintains  127  motor  vehicles. 

The  average  daily  travel  of  its  motor 
vehicles  is  3500  miles. 

District  offices  are  maintained  at  Oak- 
land, Berkeley,  Alameda  and  Richmond. 

All  rates  are  fixed  by  the  California 
State  Railroad  Commission. 

Over  1,300,000  bills  are  prepared,  ren- 
dered and  collected  per  year. 

Over  8000  water  analyses  are  made  per 
year. 

It  has  a  total  of  92  miles  of  transmission 
main. 

It  has  a  total  of  1250  miles  of  distribu- 
tion main. 

Over  1,300,000  meter  readings  are  made 
per  year. 

It  has  43  distribution  reservoirs  with  a 
capacity  of  287,000,000  gallons. 

Our  Company  owns  over  44,925  acres  of 
watershed  land  for  the  protection  of  its 
water  supplies. 

It  has  three  large  storage  reservoirs  of 
a  total  of  over  thirty-three  billion  gallons 
capacity. 

The  Company  maintains  three  steam 
driven  pump  plants  with  a  total  capacity 
of  37,000,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  Company  maintains  31  electrically 
driven  pump  plants  with  a  total  of  55,- 
000,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  Company  maintains  a  completely 
equipped  laboratory  making  all  of  its  own 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of 
the  waters  in  the  system. 

Our  Company's  record  during  1925  was 
one  of  prompt,  efficient  service  to  the  pub- 
lic, performed  with  a  willingness  and 
cheerfulness  characteristic  of  this  organi- 
zation. 

Construction  work  during  1925  has  been 
planned  and  carried  out  with  the  idea  of 
meeting  anticipated  future  growth.  Prac- 
tically all  of  the  main  construction  pro- 
gram will  be  completed  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year. 

During  1925,  the  East  Bay  cities  prob- 
ably made  their  most  rapid  growth.  Indi- 
cations are  that  1926  will  be  another  year 
of  unparalleled  prosperity  with  building 
activity  reaching  unusual  heights.  Our 
Company  is  in  a  position  to  keep  well 
ahead  of  this  development. 
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"BUT  THE  GREATEST  OF  THESE  IS  CHARITY" 


My  little  children,  let  us  not  love  in  word,  neither 
in  tongue ;  but  in  deed,  and  in  truth. — I  John  iii.  18. 


SEVEN  years  after  the  foundation  of 
the  Good  Cheer  Club  we  are  again  re- 
joicing that  our  work  for  the  year  is 
almost  completed  and  that  our  annual 
dance  on  December  5th  makes  it  possible 
for  us  to  continue  to  bring  the  spirit  of 
Christmas  into  the  lives  of  some  unfortu- 
nates. 

As  usual  the  executive  officers  contrib- 
uted liberally  to  the  success  of  the  drive, 
then  our  chief  presented  the  Club  with  a 
turkey,  and  we  have  to  thank  Mrs.  George 
Logan  for  six  hand  embroidered  towels  on 
which  we  realized  $49.00.  John  Larson 
was  kind  enough  to  donate  a  wonderful 
radio. 

Miss  Mary  Brown,  chairman  of  the  Club 
for  the  season  1925-1926,  appointed  the 
following  committee  to  assist  her: 

Candy — Beulah  Evans. 

Cakes — E'Lane  Parker. 

Doll — Marjorie  Green. 

Decorations — Myrtle  Reimers. 

Punch — Elsie  Cooper. 

Music — Arvilla  Daniels. 

Reception — Helen  Armstrong,  Grace  Blake,  Fred 

Klaus  and  R.  Mahoney. 
Raffles — John   R.    Hunter,   Virginia    Clark,    Ethel 

Aronson  and  Henry  Gutte. 
Tickets — Frances  Kerns. 
Toivels — Marion  Schwartz. 


Old  clothes — Adelaide  Drahner. 

Mystery  box — Paul  Nunn. 

Turkey — Lucille  Ward. 

Floor  Manager — Allan  Drahner. 

Investigating   Committee — Ida    Gibson,     Margaret 

Pollard,  Mabel  Smith  and  Esther  Parker. 
Christmas    Distribution — Nick    Hebeisn     and     A. 

Aezer. 

The  committee  appointed  others  to  as- 
sist them  and  every  member  of  the  Com- 
pany has  done  something  toward  the  suc- 
cess of  the  dance.  As  usual,  Paul  Simney 
sold  the  largest  number  of  admission  tick- 
ets. 

The  music  started  promptly  at  9  p.m., 
and  the  "Gi'me  Society"  was  inaugurated 
immediately.  Doll  tickets,  turkey  tickets, 
wallet  tickets  and  cakes  and  candy  were 
disposed  of  in  short  order  and  when  the 
money  was  finally  counted  we  had  $665.00 
for  our  work. 

At  Christmas  time  we  try  to  forget  our- 
selves and  think  of  others  and  with  the 
spirit  of  good  fellowship  we  work  to  the 
end  that  plenty  replaces  poverty,  weeping 
changes  with  laughter,  sadness  with  joy 
and  smiles  dry  up  tears. 

Ring  out  the  chime  bells  this  Christmas 
clay.  We  have  brought  happiness  and  con- 
tentment into  many  homes. 


Good  Cheer  Club  Committees 
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IS    THERE   ANY   SANTA    CLAUS? 

CHRISTMAS  is  upon  us  again  and  in 
this  busy  world  our  thoughts  revert 
to  the  spirit  of  Santa  Claus  and  the 
good  things  he  will  bring  to  us.  Whether 
it  be  a  priceless  article  or  a  beautiful  card 
it  bespeaks  for  itself  a  message  of  love  as 
the  birth  of  the  Christ  child  brought  love 
to  the  multitude. 

Ask  the  average  child  of  today  what 
Santa  Claus  will  bring  and  unthinkingly 
the  replv  will  be,  "Aw,  Gee!  there  ain't 
no  Sandy  Klaus:  Mom  and  Pop  bought 
my  presents."  They  probably  do  not  real- 
ize that  mother  and  father  have  denied 
themselves  of  a  number  of  things  that  they 
might  play  Santa  Claus  to  those  they  love. 
Let  us  all  be  a  "Mom"  or  "Pop"  and  join 
in  the  Christmas  spirit  with  Peace  on  Earth, 
Good  Will  Toward  Men.  for  there  is  a 
Santa  Claus. 


MAKING   GOOD 

Here  is  a  quotation  from  a  father  to  his 
son  in  college: 

"All  my  life  I  wanted  to  go  to  college.  I 
always  wanted  to  do  something  really  worth 
while,  but  I  haven't.  It  seems  as  tho  the 
fires  of  my  life  have  always  been  banked." 

No  doubt  thousands  of  other  fathers  who 
have  boys  and  girls  in  college  may  have 
thought  the  same  thing.  Behind  nearly 
every  big  man  or  woman  who  has  mastered 
his  or  her  profession  will  be  found  some 
one  who  has  sacrificed  to  make  success 
possible,  usually  a  mother  or  father. 

The  man  who  has  failed  and  knows  it, 
faces  disappointed  hope  for  himself,  but  he 
sees  in  his  children  in  college  a  possible 
realization  of  the  dream  of  a  lifetime. 


THE  HOLIDAYS 

At  the  ebb  of  the  year  Ave  look  forward 
to  Thanksgiving,  then  the  festivities  of  the 
\uletide  season  and  the  responsibilities  of 
the  New  Year. 

The  memories  of  many  other  happv  holi- 
day seasons  are  stored  away  in  the  picture 
galleries  of  our  minds,  where  we  recall 
them  from  year  to  year  and  live  them  over 
again. 

The  holiday  spirit  does  not  necessarily 
hinge  upon  wealth.  It  was  planned  to  be 
a  day  of  happiness  for  every  one.  From 
the  first  Christmas  day  men  and  women 
have  been  giving  to  the  world — often  at 
a  great  sacrifice.  Science,  invention  and 
the  ethics  of  life  show  that  the  influence  of 
the  Almighty  is  contantly  working  in  the 
human  mind.  What  greater  adoration  is 
possible  than  this  which  gives  to  humanity 
the  benefits  and  potential  blessings  to  be 
found  in  the  storehouse  of  the  earth  which 
has  been  given  to  us  to  develop? 

Scarcelv  a  home  but  will  have  its  own 
Christmas  thrills,  and  as  we  enjoy  this  hol- 
iday season,  be  thankful.  If  it  is  not 
possible  to  visit  Grandma  and  Grandpa 
and  other  relatives  and  friends  over  Christ- 
mas, there  remains  that  vast  storehouse  of 
our  memories  to  draw  upon  from  which 
we  may  ever  pull  a  thrill;  it  is  one  of 
Santa  Claus'  largest  stockings. 

"We  ring  the  bells  and  we  raise  the  strain, 
We  hang  up  garlands  everywhere 
And  bid  the  tapers  twinkle  fair, 
And  feast  and  frolic — and  then  we  go 
Back  to  the  same  old  lives  again." 
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OAKLAND  •  BERKELEY 
ALAMEDA-  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION   YARD 


GENERAL  OFFICES.— Don  Porter's 
hunch  on  the  big  game  was  a  good 
one.  His  guess,  26  to  13,  won  the 
pot  and  the  rest  of  us  are  out  a  quarter. 
Some  of  the  U.  C.  fans  in  the  office  are  out 
considerably  more.  We  are  still  waiting 
for  the  usual  box  of  candy  from  the  winner. 

Margaretta  Lind- 
say has  taken  a 
leave  of  absence  for 
a  few  months  and 
Helen  Bambauer  is 
filling  her  position. 

George  Hawley  is 
wearing  a  perpetual 
smile  since  Novem- 
ber 21st  and  refuses 
to  say  how  much  he 
won  on  the  game. 
As  usual  George  is 
ultra  conservative 
and  he  feels  that 
there    might    be     a  J.  P.Fieberlinc 

few    U.    C'erS    On    the  Correspondent 

third  floor  who  are  anxious  to  recoup  their 
losses.  Neil  Cecil  seems  rather  happy  at 
Stanford's  victory. 

George  Logan  has  moved  to  1815  Third 
Avenue,  Apartment  No.  1,  and  is  rapidly 
gaining  in  health  and  strength.  He  is 
always  glad  to  see  his  old  friends. 

"Keep  a  stiff  upper  lip,"  says  Walter 
Curtin.  A  faint  line  of  color  has  been 
appearing  on  Herman  Mellmann's  lip  also, 
but  we  believe  it  is  only  temporary. 

John  Larson  has  invented  the  Wonder- 
all  Radio  and  is  now  manufacturing  them 
in  three  different  sizes.  We  have  known 
for  some  time  that  John  would  one  day 
show  us  how  to  make  money  fast.  Con- 
gratulations. 

Napoleon  Andruss  is  contemplating  the 
removal  of  his  home  to  Oakland  city  lim- 
its. He  says  the  expense  of  a  telephone  call 
each  day  is  getting  on  his  nerves. 

Betty  Tudor  is  a  new  punch  operator  in 
the  "Engine  room."  Don't  take  this  last 
item  seriously. 

Jimmie  and  Myrt  and  Ethel  and  Chet 
had  a  very  enjoyable  time  at  Hotel  Whit- 


comb  after  the  big  game.     Ethel  is  now  on 
a  diet. 

After   the   game   four  fans   to    the   Whitcomb 

strayed, 
When  Goo  Goo  saw  the  room  he  was  surely 

dismayed. 
But  "Eddels,"  of  course,  must  eat  to  live 
And   down-stairs   she  flew   like  water  from   a 

sieve. 
A  squab  she  must  have  before  it  got  cold. 
Then  up  stairs  again  in  manner  bold. 
And  down  again  pattered  her  great,  big  feet, 
No  melted  ice  cream  for  "Eddels"  to  eat. 

[Ethel  Aronson  will  finish  this  little"! 
verse  in  the  next  issue  of  BubbleJ 

On  November  27th  Mrs.  Harry  Rein- 
hardt  passed  on.  All  employees  of  the 
Company  extend  to  the  family  deepest  sym- 
pathy. 

Oakland  Business  Office. — The  cal- 
endar lately  has  been  merely  a  decoration 
on  the  wall  along  with  "God  Bless  Our 
Home."  Who  needs  a  calendar  to  remem- 
ber the  Big  Game,  Thanksgiving,  Pay  Day, 
and  Christmas?  As  far  as  dates  go,  that's 
all  that  really  matters  lately.  We're  just 
poor  hard  woiking  boys  and  goils — 364 
days  out  of  every  year,  including  1925. 
But  one  day  the  bonds  and  shackles  are 
broken,  the  bosses  are  driven  to  do  murder 
and  then  all  turn  collegiate.  That's  Big 
Game  Day.  Although  many  lost  their 
voices  and  some  small  change,  still  it  was 
worth  while  sitting  in  that  old  bowl  all 
dressed  up  like  circus  horses  and  knowing 
that  somewhere  in  that  crowd  Mr.  Thatcher 
was  beaming  on  the  populace  and  wearing 
a  red  and  blue  tie;  and  Marg  Wellman  was 
probably  showing  off,  but  there's  a  reason; 
and  Ethel  Aronsen  and  Myrt  Reimers  were 
making  up  for  lost  time  and  flirting  fast 
and  furiously,  while  Marg  McDonnell  was 
just  relaxing  from  the  worry  of  tickets. 
Beulah,  being  the  office  belle,  felt  safe, 
and  so  did  Helen  Armstrong  with  five  tick- 
ets tucked  away  in  her  pocket  at  least  three 
weeks  before  the  grand  event.  Don  Porter 
was  there.  He  was  down  on  his  knees 
offering  up  lil'  prayers  to  the  gods  to 
make  the  score  27  to  14.  They  did,  and 
he  won  the  twenty-three  dollar  pot, 
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In  the  last  issue  of  Bubbles  the  Perfect 
Girl  was  found  and,  not  wanting  to  slight 
mere  man,  it  was  decided  to  print  a  de- 
scription of  a  Perfect  Fellow.  It  began 
beautifully  and  prospects  looked  fine,  start- 
ing with  Norman  Doyle,  and  by  the  time 
said  stand-by  had  enumerated  his  many 
fine  points,  told  about  his  sunny  disposi- 
tion, pointed  to  his  heavy  head  of  hair, 
blushed  to  show  off  his  "School  Girl  Com- 
plexion" and  strutted  his  stuff  in  general, 
there  wasn't  any  use  hunting  further. 
Norman  had  already  decided  who  was  the 
Office's  Perfect  Fellow. 

The  entertainment  committee  certainly 
deserves  a  hearty  old  handshake  and  a  mess 
of  compliments  for  the  clever  decorations, 
peachy  music,  slick  floor  and  a  real  suc- 
cess of  their  Hard  Time  Dance.  Abbie 
Homer  won  the  prize  for  the  best  costume 
and  she  most  certainly  deserves  it,  although 
it  hasn't  been  decided  whether  she  repre- 
sented Mrs.  Wiggs  of  the  Cabbage  Patch, 
the  Old  Woman  Who  Lived  in  a  Shoe,  or 
Helen  of  Troy.  To  date,  all  the  precincts 
haven't  been  heard  from,  so  no  one  can 
give  you  the  general  census  of  opinion. 
Didn't  Mr.  William  Flinner  have  a  good 
time?  Bill  certainly  was  in  all  his  glory. 
And  Fritz  was  a  New  York  newsboy. 

The  office  Christmas  list  so  far  is  as 
follows: 

Kathryn  Schuster  wants  a  pair  of  pajamas. 

Florice  Ware's  soul  craves  a  Chrysler  Coupe. 

Arvilla  Daniels  wants  Vaughn  to  leave  Salt 
Lake  and  come  to  California,  Land  of  Un- 
usual  Weather. 

Bobby  Dolan's  hoping  for  a  set  of  them.  Size 
40  and  10  to  anybody  really  interested. 

Mabel  Smith  window  shops  and  looks  long- 
ingly at  Chesterfields. 

Bob  Elliott  does  the  same. 

J.  P.  F.  would  like  just  one  solid  week  with 
no  one  asking  favors. 

All  of  us  want  the  same  co-operation  and 
same  old  spirit  and  harmony  that  is  always 
prevalent  among  the  bunch. 

Mrs.  Don  Lebo,  formerly  known  as 
"Chris,"  came  calling  all  the  way  from  Los 
Angeles.  She  looked  fine,  but  who 
wouldn't — driving  around  in  a  nice  car 
all  day  with  nothing  to  do  till  tomorrow? 

[Editor's  Note: — The  Business  Office  news  in 
the  last  issue  of  Bubbles  was  headed  with  the 
announcement  that  the  items  were  by  Blossom 
Taber  and  also  told  about  her  engagement.  This 
time  the  appended  note  is  to  tell  you  that  the 
event  has  happened  and  she  is  now  Mrs.  Burton 
Hart.  And  the  above  items  are  also  her  handi- 
work.   Nothing  more  can  be  said.    It  is  finished.] 


CENTRAL  BILLING  BUREAU— 

A  dandy  Water  Company, 
I  think  it's  called  East  Bay, 
Where  things  are  moving  lively, 
Something  better  every  day. 
There  are  many  problems  figured 
That  the  public  know  not  of 
To  improve  the  daily  service 
One  more  gaining  point  above. 

To  work  for  a  live  Company, 
Don't  think  it's  all  sunshine, 
To  make  the  bills  correctly, 
And  get  them  out  on  time. 
I  wonder  if  you  think  it's  me 
Who  sends  mistaken  bills  to  thee. 
Mistakes  I  know  I  make  a  few, 
But  there  are  plenty  others,  too. 
If  we  are  wrong,  please  come  to  see 
The  East  Bay  Water  Company. 

I'm  sure  you'll  find  we'll  do  what's  right, 
We  correct  all  errors  over  night. 
To  you  we  give,  and  give  right  out, 
All  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

The  employees  of  our  Company 
Read  the  meters  true, 
We  watch  the  germs 
Through  all  the  turns, 
And  send  it  pure  to  you. 

A  call  for  emergency, 

The  men  are  quick  and  on  the  job 

Whatever  hour  it  be, 

The  water  main  has  sprung  a  leak 

And  consequently  floods  the  street, 

The  whole  city  in  a  grand  uproar, 

Water  everywhere,  and  under  the  door, 

But  all  is  well  by  early  dawn, 

For  the  poor  devils  work  all  night  long. 

Making  out  bills  is  no  dot  nor  dash, 
But  most  of  our  girls  are  as  quick  as  a  flash. 
In  the  midst  of  the  work  without  making  a  bone 
Mrs.  Voigt  has  to  stop  and  answer  the  phone. 
Then  on  with  the  work,  Mrs.  Harrington  bills 
And  Lucille  Small  with  the  comptometer  thrills. 

Now  what  do  you  think  of  Miss  Ruby  Brandt, 
Who    plans    to    spend    Christmas    in    an    Oroville 

camp? 
While  Miss  Helen  Kelley  whose  work  always  fills 
Has  to  stay  home  and  stamp  all  the  bills. 
Another  gay  visitor  with   Holiday  thoughts 
To  Portland  goes  Mrs.  Marion  Schartz. 
I  wonder  if  Flora  Cuneo's  going  away 
From  the  talk  that  I  heard  just  the  other  day. 
No  telling  what  John  Larson  will  do, 
As  a  Radio  Whiz,  he  is  one  of  a  few. 
Busy  Zetta  Dunstan  new  services  arranges, 
And  Hazel  Madison  and  Helen  Maltesta  make  out 

the  changes. 

When  Charity  gives  a  knock  on  the  door, 
The  girls  all  get  busy,  and  help  it  some  more. 
Thoughtful  and  kind  is  every  employee 
Of  the  East  Bay  Water  Company. 

We  are  all  wishing  you,  and  ivishing  sincere, 
A  Merry,  Merry  Xmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 
To  every  employee,  higher  ranks  to  be  won, 
We  all  thank  you  kindly  for  the  work  you  have 
done. 
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ONE  of  the  most  brilliant  affairs  of 
the  season  was  given  by  the  Bubbles 
Social  Club  November  19th  at  the 
main  office  and  from  those  present  you 
could  hear  the  echo  of  a  good  time  for 
days  afterwards.  Henry  Gutte  and  Frank 
O'Brien  deserve  a  lot  of  credit  for  the 
manner  in  which 
they  handled  the 
party,  for  all  deco- 
rations were  made 
after  closing  time. 
In  order  to  provide 
for  the  proper  at- 
mosphere, they  were 
compelled  to  motor 
t  o  Castro  Valley 
seeking  squash  and 
corn  stalks.  After 
getting  all  corned 
up  they  decided  to 
tear  down  an  old 
fence  in  order  to 
make  a  pen  for  the 
orchestra.  Their  escapade  reminded  one 
of  "Sleepy  Hollow"  if  you  had  heard  them 
discussing  it  the  next  day;  haunted  houses 
and  everything.  Henry  says  he  got  kicked 
in  the  corn  field  by  a  horse  which  later 
developed  into  a  "Charlie  Horse,"  but  corn 
on  the  stalks  also  develops  a  kick  if  prop- 
erly taken  care  of. 

"Bill"  Flinner,  our  congenial  fixer  at  the 
Yard,  was  very  amusing.  He  wore  Mr. 
Belding's  "tent"  pants,  in  conjunction  with 
several  pillows,  and  went  over  big. 

Mrs.  Homer  arrived  at  the  dance  about 
9  p.m.  and  after  sizing  the  situation  up  de- 
cided to  wear  dark  glasses.  You  bet  she 
gave  some  of  the  girls  a  dark  look,  but 
nevertheless  won  the  prize  for  the  worst 
costume. 

Bob  Maddern  of  KGO  and  KLX  fame 
sang  "On  the  Road  to  Mandalay"  and  "You 
Told  Me  to  Go,"  which  added  more  laurels 
to  his  widespread  popularity. 

Mrs.  La  Franz  is  the  proud  possessor  of 
a  twenty-pound  turkey.  Both  she  and  the 
turkey  were  doing  nicely.  (That  was  until 
Thanksgiving) .  For  appearance's  sake  a 
little  more  tact  could  have  been  used  in 
giving  Mrs.  La  Franz  the  gobbler.  No 
doubt  the  whole  Richmond  office  force 
was  on  hand  when  "taps"  was  blown  over 
the  steaming  bird. 


"Don"  Goldsmith  and  his  collegiate  or- 
chestra delighted  every  one  with  their 
melodious  syncopation;  in  fact,  it  was  so 
good  they  howled  like  "heck"  when  the 
music  stopped  at  midnight. 

Now  the  most  terrible  thing  happened 
after  the  dance.  Some  "boddies"  who  like 
squash  pies  awfully  well,  stole  some  of  the 
decorations.  Now  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  participated  in  the  yellow  deal,  Frank 
and  Henry  would  like  to  inform  them  that 
the  squashes  were  borrowed  property  and 
not  subject  to  leave  of  absence. 

Oh,  yes,  the  "Charleston  Kids,"  Earl  and 
Buster,  were  marvelous  and  we  only  hope 
to  be  favored  again  with  the  same  program. 

Harriet  Boardman  and  the  Boy  Friend 
did  exceptionally  well  in  the  Charleston 
contest  that  was  given  later  in  the  evening. 
Oh,  yes,  they  all  think  a  lot  of  Miss  Board- 
man  at  the  Yard. 

As  Balzac  would  have  put  it,  "This  Cotati  town 
sure  must  be  the  berries."  O'Brien  hasn't  spent 
a  week  end  in  Oakland  for  as  long  as  we  can 
remember. 

From  what  we  hear,  Frank  O'Brien  is 
about  to  lose  his  happy  home  in  Cotati. 

Capt.  Bill  Froment  brought  home  a 
naval  victory  for  the  Water  Company  when 
the  gunboat  "Sneeze"  conquered  the  U.  S. 
S.  Oklahoma  with  tomatoes.  Capt.  Fro- 
ment's  immortal  words,  "I  regret  that  I 
had  but  one  box  of  tomatoes  to  throw  for 
my  country,"  will  live  forever. 

Clair  Belding,  "Ye  Towne  Cryer  of  Ye 
Yard,"  is  having  trouble  wiih  his  pedal  ex- 
tremities, as  he  has  contracted  some  chil- 
blains. This,  according  to  Mr.  Belding, 
makes  timekeeping  about  as  bad  as  a  one 
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armed  paper  hanger  with  the  hives.  He 
tells  the  story  thus:  "Because  I  have  no 
rubber  mat  on  the  floor  of  my  jitney  my 
Trilbys  are  almost  frozen  on  these  cool 
mornings.  Then,  as  Mr.  Rockyfeller's 
wonderful  chain  of  'Boiling  Points'  heat 
the  immediate  atmosphere  of  the  engine, 
the  same  Trilbys  thaw  out  too  fast,  causing 
me  much  pain.  Thus  it  is  made  quite  ob- 
vious to  me  that  I  am  growing  old." 

Paddy  Horan  claims  that  a  man  cannot 
use  his  versatile  vocabulary  to  any  great 
extent  since  the  foremen's  room  has  be- 
come the  habitat  of  the  weaker  members 
of  the  species. 

Nick  Solari  and  Frank  Shotts  claim  that 
Dick  Holroyd  is  the  only  man  still  alive 
that  drove  a  machine  down  Michigan  Ave- 
nue with  a  dead  engine  and  no  lights.  The 
insurance  company  almost  had  a  case  of 
nervous  prostration  to  handle  and  at  time 
of  editing,  Solari  still  walks  to  work. 

Gutte  and  O'Brien's  sweaters  give  rise 
to  doubts  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
work.  Unless  the  strenuous  rites  of  the 
lunch  table  are  responsible,  our  guess  is 
that  they  do  their  work  with  their  elbows! 

Miss  Pilotti,  having  expressed  her  views 
on  bobbed  hair,  may  disappear  from  our 
midst  in  the  near  future. 

Ray  Lange  is  sporting  a  new  coupe,  like- 
wise Blaine  Becker. 

Assistant  Superintendent  B.  E.  Carroll 
has  spent  the  last  three  months  installing 
mains  in  the  new  Forestland  tract,  which 
job  is  now  about  completed. 

"Bill"  Flinner  is  now  located  at  the 
Yard  and  although  he  puts  us  on  the  "pan" 
once  in  a  while  we  are  glad  to  have  him 
join  our  ranks.     Welcome,  Bill!!! 


|7A1  V     CONCEPTION     of 

MERRIEWOOD  *>   ' 

UNO    THRT    RirVT 
r«wyBE_ 


BUGHOUSE   FABLES 

"Hatty"  Boardman  not  yawning!!! 
Ray  Lange  singing  soprano ! ! ! 
Mr.  Hart  a  Bolshevik!!! 
Grace  Pilotti  eating  sauerkraut. 
"Paddy"  Horan  cross  or  swearing  in  the  office. 
Mr.  Belding  having  a  heater  in  his  jitney. 
Shotts  out-talking  Belding. 
Gutte  not  saying,  "What?" 
O'Brien  apologetic. 

Verda  McMeekin  rooting  for  Stanford. 
"Blackie"  De  Mello  with  a  clean  shirt. 
Harry  Agnew  staying  out  nights. 
Jack  Griffin  queening  the  office  force. 
Montano  playing  polo. 

Gawley  going  to  the  Big  Football  Game  with- 
out his  wife. 

The  Big  Game  being  over,  the  office 
force  retires  to  their  respective  corners 
chewing  raw  meat  and  badly  battered,  the 
following  facts  being  remarked: 

Don't  wave  a  red  flag  at  Verda. 

All  that  is  left  of  Esther's  voice  is  still 
raised  for  the  Bears. 

That  the  Cardinal  victory  had  compen- 
sations for  some  of  us.  (Page  West  and 
Zimmerman.)  And  that  the  best  team  won. 

Julius  Paladini  says  he  will  trust  Miss 
Williams  more  than  any  other  employee 
at  the  Yard.     We  pause  and  wonder  why. 

Jack  Francis  and  Leo  Farrell  are  both 
sporting  new  Cadillacs.  They  claim  to 
pass  everything  on  the  road  except  filling 
stations. 

Foreman  Jack  Horan  is  at  the  Fabiola 
Hospital  recovering  from  a  bad  case  of 
bloodpoisoning. 

B.  Pedro  is  again  at  work  after  a  month's 
rest  caused  by  a  badly  burned  foot. 

Tom  Hainan,  who  recently  was  injured 
by  falling  from  a  ladder  onto  a  concrete 
floor,  is  again  with  us,  although  he  still 
has  a  slight  limp. 

Jack  Zimmerman  recently  purchased  a 
new   Hudson   Coach.      Some  class  to  you. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  write  finis 
on  our  recent  activities  on  East  Fourteenth 
Street.  This  was  the  largest  job  of  its 
kind  we  have  ever  undertaken  and  a  large 
amount  of  its  successful  completion  is  due 
to  the  efforts  of  Foremen  R.  McHugh,  J. 
Horan  and  Leo  Farrell  and  Engineer  Carl 
Forgey.  We  also  extend  our  most  sincere 
thanks  to  the  officials  of  the  Oakland 
Paving  Co.  for  every  assistance  and  co- 
operation they  could  extend. 

The  Yard  extends  to  you  all  their  sincere 
best  wishes  for  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year. 
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T.  N.  Crafts 

Correspondent 


THE  Glooms  are  hanging  around  our 
town  lately  since  the  recent  defeats 
by  Washington  and  Stanford,  espe- 
cially so  at  the  eleventh-hour  defeat  of  the 
Bears  by  the  Huskies  from  Washington. 
They  were  held  pretty  even  until  Giant 
Tesreau  from  Washington  broke  through 
the  Bears'  defense 
and  made  a  touch- 
down, which  ended 
one  of  the  most  ex- 
citing games  ever 
held  on  the  Stadium 
grounds.  This  de- 
feat takes  the  cham- 
pionship honors  out 
of  this  state  t  o 
Washington  the  first 
time  in  six  years. 

The  Railroad 
Commission  has 
granted  permission 
for  the  city  of 
Berkeley  to  estab- 
lish a  grade  crossing  at  Addison  Street. 
and  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Company  to 
sell  the  major  part  of  its  holdings  adjoin- 
ing Berkeley  station  on  Shattuck  Avenue. 

Jack  Reilley  of  the  Turn-off  Department 
had  finished  making  an  inspection  of 
premises  and  meter  of  one  of  the  Com- 
pany's consumers,  and  said,  "Madam,  your 
consumption  is  back  to  normal  this 
month."  With  that  the  consumer  replied, 
"Young  man!  I  want  you  to  understand  I 
have  four  boys  and  three  girls  and  there 
never  was  any  consumption  in  my  family. " 

Walter  Stoddard  is  getting  so  polite 
these  days  that  when  listening  in  on  his 
new  radio  the  other  night  in  his  B.V.D.'s 
Walter  put  on  his  shirt  when  a  lady  singer 
was  announced. 

Office  mystery:  There  are  rumors  in 
the  air  in  regards  to  a  budding  romance 
between  a  certain  golf  enthusiast  and  one 
of  our  dancing  girls. 

Kathryn  Gede  is  full  of  smiles  these 
days.  We  are  wondering  why.  A  beauti- 
ful topaz  ring  adorns  Kathryn's  finger  and 
we  are  beginning  to  be  very  suspicious. 

Electa  Musgrave,  one  of  our  famous 
diving  girls,  almost  took  her  final  dive  the 
other  evening.  It  occurred  while  she  was 
taking  her  Saturday  night  usual.  Electa 
was  overcome  by  fumes  from  a  faulty  gas 


heater.  She  said  it  was  like  being  in  the 
land  where  soft  music  and  humming  birds 
prevailed,  and  was  really  very  much  put 
out  when  they  broke  her  slumber  with  such 
a  rude  awakening. 

Jack  Hansen  just  gave  a  more  detailed 
account  of  his  trip  east.  Some  of  the  states 
he  passed  through  were  Ginnesota,  Whis- 
keyonsin,  Stillinois,  Load  Island,  Barkan- 
sas.  Tennespree.  South  Carolina  and 
(Washington),  D.  T. 

Around  the  collectors'  table  in  the 
Berkeley  office  Abe  Solomon  offered  to 
bet  one  of  our  men  50  cents  that  a  certain 
roller  towel  in  a  certain  East  Bay  Water 
Company's  office  had  traveled  10,000 
miles  without  a  puncture. 

Eleanor  Bates  Range  has  resigned  from 
this  Company's  service  to  embark  on  a 
matrimonial  venture.  We  wish  you  all  the 
good  luck  in  the  world,  Eleanor. 

Gertrude  Nathanson  is  another  new 
member  of  our  family.  She  has  taken  the 
place  of  Mrs.  Range,  who  was  our  stenog- 
rapher, and  is  handling  the  work  in  a  very 
capable  manner. 

Nelda  Beck  and  Lola  Smith  are  both 
new-comers  to  our  staff.  We  are  glad  to 
have  you  with  us,  girls. 

There  has  been  quite  a  lot  of  extra  work 
going  on  in  our  office  for  the  past  two 
months.  This  was  caused  by  the  city  of 
Berkeley  ordering  a  good  many  of  its 
streets  "re-acadamized,"  which  was  a 
most  welcome  order  and  necessitated  the 
changing  of  our  office  records. 

Jack  Storer  and  Sid  Goure  are  working 
about  forty  men  running  an  8-inch  line  of 
pipe  from  Grove  Street  to  Ellsworth. 
They  are  also  installing  a  one-piece  length 
of  240  feet  of  welded  wrought  iron  pipe 
which  will  run  under  the  S.  P.  R.  R.  and 
O.  T.  Company's  tracks  on  Adeline  Street. 
This  is  a  new  departure  from  regular  pro- 
cedure of  laying  large  mains  under  rail- 
road tracks. 

Sid  Goure  and  Jack  Storer  are  some  duck 
hunters.     How  about  it,  fellows? 

Frank  Andrino  is  laying  an  8-inch  line 
on  Adeline  between  Russell  and  Grove 
Streets.  This  line  will  relieve  South 
Berkeley  district  from  that  complaint,  "no 
pressure." 

Tom  Griffin  is  back  on  the  job  again 
after  a  short  battle  with  the  flu.  Tom  said 
they  can't  keep  the  Irish  down. 
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SIMILAR  to  the  bear  who  roams  the 
mountain  fastness  during  the  summer 
months  and  takes  to  his  hollow  tree 
and  sleeps  all  winter,  but  with  the  order 
reversed,  the  Bubbles  Social  Club  remains 
in  seclusion  all  summer,  bursting  forth 
with  new  ideas  and  pleasant  surprises  in 
the  winter  months 
only.  The  Club,  un- 
der its  new  officers, 
has  already  gotten 
off  to  a  good  start, 
which  statement  will 
no  doubt  be  verified 
by  every  one  who 
was  fortunate 
enough  to  attend  the 
last  dance  given  on 
the  second  floor 
back  in  the  Water 
Company's  building. 
Many  novel  cos- 
tumes   were    to    be         qE0-  a  McKean 

Been,    while    the    dec-  Correspondent 

orations  were  very  appropriate.  More 
good  times  are  to  follow,  so  keep  an  open 
space  in  the  date  book  for  Bubbles  events. 

Speaking  of  bursting,  did  you  see  Bill 
Flinner  in  his  Hart,  Schaffner  &  Marx? 
Whoever  said  "Nobody  loves  a  fat  man" 
never  met  up  with  Bill,  for  Bill  was  voted 
the  cutest  little  fat  man  in  captivity. 

The  several  service  clubs,  together  with 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  celebrated  Ar- 
mistice Dav  by  having  luncheon  at  the 
Encinal  Terminals.  A  corner  in  one  of 
the  huge  warehouses  served  as  a  dining 
room,  where  four  hundred  persons  gath- 
ered about  the  tables.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  program  the  docks  were  thrown 
open  for  general  inspection.  Many  who 
took  advantage  of  this  opportunity  were 
greatly  impressed  at  the  tremendous 
amount  of  docking  space  available  and  the 
great  quantities  of  freight  that  were  beina 
transferred  daily  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
In  actual  figures  these  two  docks  are  seven 
hundred  feet  long  and  eighty  feet  wide, 
making  it  possible  to  dock  four  large  ships 
at  one  time.  The  latest  equipment  for  the 
speedv  handling  of  freight  is  installed  so 
that  shipments  are  transferred  from  cars 
to  boats  with  the  minimum  amount  of  la- 
bor. The  success  of  these  terminals  has 
proven  that  the  East  Bay  district  is  a  nat- 


ural shipping  center  where  rail  and  water 
meet,  and  that  eventually  the  waters  of  the 
estuary  will  be  crowded  with  ships  carry- 
ing their  cargoes  to  and  from  the  many 
docks  which  are  to  be  built  along  this 
waterway. 

Dirt  is  flying,  also  some  mud,  as  con- 
struction work  on  the  new  tube  is  being 
rushed  on  the  Alameda  side  of  the  estuary. 
The  entrance  of  the  tube  coming  on  Web- 
ster Street  made  is  necessary  to  build  a 
new  road,  so  that  traffic  could  be  detoured 
around  the  excavation.  So  many  crews 
from  the  different  utility  companies  are 
kept  busy  removing  tracks,  changing  wires 
and  shifting  pipe  lines  that  the  scene  of 
operations  presents  a  very  interesting  pic- 
ture of  bustle  and  activity.  And  when  it  is 
realized  that  these  are  merely  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  in  clearing  off  the  site,  it  is  easy 
to  appreciate  the  tremendous  amount  of 
work  that  has  to  be  done  before  traffic 
will  be  able  to  enjoy  an  uninterrupted 
underground  passage  between  the  two  cen- 
ters, Oakland  and  Alameda. 

Leo  Farrell  and  his  crew  have  been 
engaged  in  killing  about  fifteen  hundred 
feet  of  six-inch  pipe  located  on  Webster 
Street.  It  was  necessary  to  remove  this 
pipe  as  it  ran  across  the  right  of  way  of 
the  new  tube.  A  new  line  which  takes  the 
place  of  this  one  was  laid  across  the  marsh 
west  of  Webster  Street.  There  would  be 
nothing  unusual  about  this  work  if  it  were 
not  for  the  fact  that  these  lines  are  laid  in 
soil  that  is  not  hard  enough  to  walk  upon 
and  yet  not  soft  enough  to  row  a  boat  on. 
The  difficulties  encountered  in  such  a  sit- 
uation can  be  imagined. 

No  matter  how  hard  your  lot,  there  is 
always  something  to  be  thankful  for. 
Feeling  that  the  readers  of  Bubbles  would 
be  interested  in  knowing  what  others  had 
to  be  thankful  for,  a  correspondent  of 
Bubbles  interviewed  the  various  employees 
of  this  office  and  learned  that  Joe  Paladini 
was  thankful  that  the  soil  of  Alameda  was 
sand  and  not  dobe;  that  James  Finch  was 
thankful  that  Oakland  was  just  across  the 
estuary;  that  Thelma  Nordland  was  thank- 
ful that  U.  C.  scored;  that  Millicent  King 
was  thankful  that  she  knows  a  speed  cop; 
that  Elizabeth  Walden  was  thankful  that 
she  lives  in  Alameda,  and  that  George 
McKean  is  thankful  that  he  doesn't  have 
to  write  more  than  750  words  for  Bubbles. 
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December,  1925 


"BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


RICHMOND  DISTRICT 


YES,  the  glorious  Yuletide  season  is 
here.  This  is  apparent  to  even  the 
most  preoccupied  person.  In  fact, 
everywhere  one  turns  there  are  numerous 
evidences  of  the  spirit  of  Christmas. 

The  store  windows  contain  the  usual  hol- 
iday displays,  and  toy  counters  are  once 
more  piled  high  with 
articles  to  please  the 
hearts  of  boys  and 
girls.  Everywhere  the 
jolly,  red-faced  San- 
tas are  to  be  seen, 
with  the  inevitable 
following  of  little 
children  who  wish  to 
make  certain  that 
Santa  Claus  knows 
exactly  what  will  be 
necessary  to  make 
their  happiness  com- 
plete. Even  those  who 
deem     themselves     of  1H 

an   Older  and  more  Se-  Correspondent 

date  frame  of  mind  have  seemingly  capit- 
ulated to  the  overwhelming  influence  of 
this  cheery  season.  Although  they  say  the 
plans  are  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  kiddies, 
a  disinterested  onlooker  could  plainly  see 
that  the  grown-ups  are  anticipating  Christ- 
mas with  almost  as  much  excitement  as  the 
children.  Christmas  is,  indeed,  the  one 
season  when  we  all  become  children  at 
heart,  and  well  we  may  pity  any  one  who 
is  unable  to  discard  his  years  at  this  time. 

The  merchants  along  the  avenue  have 
all  contributed  to  the  fund  for  the  decora- 
tion of  the  streets  of  this  city  and  they 
(we  mean  the  streets,  not  the  merchants ) 
make  an  unusually  fine  appearance  in  their 
holiday  attire. 

The  usual  charity  shows  and  benefits 
have  gathered  into  their  respective  coffers 
sufficient  funds  to  gladden  the  hearts  of 
many  little  ones  who  might  be  forgotten 
if  not  for  this  assistance.  This  is  the  very 
essence  of  the  Yuletide  spirit  and  is,  in- 
deed, that  from  which  we  all  obtain  our 
greatest  amount  of  pleasure  and  happiness. 

This  Company's  contribution  towards 
Christmas  cheer  as  exemplified  by  the 
dance  given  by  the  Good  Cheer  Club  was 
certainly  a  success.  In  addition  to  the 
enjoyable  time  had,  much  good  is  accom- 
plished through  the  fund  obtained.  We 
in  the  Richmond  district  feel  that  a  great 


deal  of  credit  is  due  to  those  who  have 
given  so  much  of  their  time  towards  mak- 
ing the  affair  such  a  wonderful  success. 
We  wish  we  were  not  so  isolated  so  that 
we  could  do  more  than  is  possible  under 
the  circumstances. 

The  recent  annual  membership  meeting 
and  dinner  of  the  Richmond  Chamber  of 
Commerce   was  the   largest   in   its  history. 

May  15,  1926,  is  the  date  officially  set 
by  President  H.  A.  Johnston  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  for  celebrating  the  com- 
pletion of  Richmond's  Community  Hotel. 
Such  rapid  progress  in  construction  is  be- 
ing made  by  Contractors  Barrett  and  Hilp 
that  this  date  is  not  considered  too  early 
even  for  such  a  large  structure. 

There  were  37,637  meters  installed  by 
this  Company  since  1921.  This  is  an  in- 
crease of  51  per  cent  and  surely  shows  a 
surprisingly  substantial  growth  in  the  East 
Bay  territory.  That  Richmond  has  not 
been  at  a  standstill  during  this  wonderful 
growth  is  substantiated  by  figures  which 
show  a  63  per  cent  increase  in  services  in 
this  district  during  the  same  period. 

After  nearly  twenty  years  of  faithful 
service  with  this  Company,  Foreman 
George  Pleich  feels  that  he  has  just  added 
another  busy  and  eventful  year  to  his  rec- 
ord. George  extends  Christmas  greetings 
to  all. 

The  Hard  Times  dance  certainly  proved 
to  be  a  "good  time"  dance  instead.  The 
committee  in  charge  worked  hard  and  their 
efforts  were  certainly  not  wasted.  Had 
you  ever  seen  a  more  jolly  bunch  of  peo- 
ple? We  think  not.  Perhaps  it  was  due 
to  the  old  clothes,  but  we  earnestly  believe 
it  was  caused  more  by  the  atmosphere  of 
friendliness  and  good  cheer  created 
through  the  efforts  of  the  committee.  This 
dance  will  be  remembered  in  at  least  one 
home  in  this  district  on  Thanksgiving 
Day— that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  La  Franz.  The 
reason  is,  of  course,  the  twenty-pound  tur- 
key won  by  Mrs.  La  Franz  in  the  turkey 
raffle  the  evening  of  the  dance. 

The  carols  so  sweet  on  the  evening  air, 
The  holly  and  mistletoe  everywhere — 
These  are  emblems  of  Christmas  cheer, 
The  happiest  season  of  all  the  year. 

This  district  extends  to  you  Christmas 
greetings  and  best  wishes  for  a  Happy  New 
Year. 
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tjLolnp  to  co-operate  Imith  Santa  £laus 


Once  more  there  comes  the  festive  season  of 
the  year, 
And  these  few  hints  I   pass  along  to  help  you 
spread  the  cheer. 

So   your   presents   to   your   friends   will   make 

their  Christmas  glad, 
And    not   load   them    up   with   junk    that   will 

only  make  them  mad. 

With   the   village   gossip's   ear,   I've  heard   of 

things  that  some  desire, 
And  now  I'll  spread  the  news  like  the  lusty 

Old  Town  Crier. 

Grace  Blake  is  looking  for  a  "cure  all"  for  a 

cold, 
A   Christmas  gift  like  this  she'd  rather  have 

than  gold. 

Harry  Reinhardt,   Fred  Klaus,  Louis   Moullet 

and  Paul  Magerstadt,  too, 
Would  like  more  hair  upon  their  heads,  their 

locks  are  slipping  fast  from  view. 

For  little  Mary  Brown  I'm  not  sure  just  what 

to  say, 
But  think  she'd  thank  you    sweetly  for  a  trip 

to  L.  A. 


A  dozen   golf  balls,  more  or  less,  for  George 

Hunter,  I'd  say, 
Would  save  him  time  in  hunting  balls  before 

he  starts  to  play. 

For  Lou  Farrell,  too,  this  gift  would  be  quite 

nice, 
So  he  will  not  have  to  hunt  for  balls  before 

he  starts  to  slice. 


Such  useful  gifts  to  these  twa  Scotchmen  wud 

really  be  quite  kind, 
For   the    grass   is    growing   tall   and   balls  are 

harrrd  to  find. 


Bill  Flinner  I'm  sure  would  think  it  very  kind 
If  given  a  poker  system  that  would  keep  him 
from  being  behind. 


And  dear  little  Myrtle  so  sweet  and  so  kind, 
Wants   Santa   Claus  to  help   her  to   make   up 
her  mind. 


For  Art  Craig  'twill  be  an  Xmas  quite  joyous 

I  know 
If  the  secret  you'll  impart  of  how  to  grow. 


Ike  Ogden  I  know  would  think  Christmas  was 

Jake, 
With    water   just    enough    to    fill    San    Pablo 

Lake. 


For    spending   coin   Abe   Solomon    is    growing 

worse  and  worse, 
He    needs    a    string    to    tighten    up    the    wide 

mouth  of  his  purse. 


For   Lucille   Ward  you   surely  get  her  loving 

glances, 
If   you'll    show    up    good    and    strong    at     all 

Bubbles  Club  Dances. 


For  Walter  Curtin  a  few  more  rattles  for  his 

Ford. 
John  Larson  has  listened  to  the  old  ones  until 

he's  getting  bored. 


For  the  rest  of  our  girls  not  down  on  this  list, 
I'll  give  a  few  hints  so  none  will  be  missed. 


They  don't  differ  much,  they'll  be  pleased  with 

the  same, 
They   only   want    money,   love,   health,   beauty 

and  fame. 


If   you    can't    make    good   on    the    whole    list 

through, 
Just  concentrate  on  Love  and  I  guess  you'll  do. 

— Walter  R.  Curtin. 


